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4TH SESSION OF THE AFRICAN UNION 

CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS FOR

DRUG CONTROL AND CRIME PREVENTION

28 SEPTEMBER TO 02 OCTOBER 2010

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA

THEME: TURNING THE TIDE OF DRUGS AND CRIME IN AFRICA – FROM POLICY TO ACTION
CONCEPT NOTE
A.
BACKGROUND

1.
Following the Third Session of the African Union Conference of Ministers of Drugs Control and Crime Prevention (CAMDCCP3) as was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia from 03 – 07 December 2007, the African Union Executive Council:
i. Called on Member States to renew their commitment to the fight against the scourge of drug abuse and trafficking and related crimes;

ii. Urged Member States to fully implement the Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012) in collaboration with stakeholders; and to submit progress reports to the AU Commission every two years;

iii. Also called on the International Community to assist Member States in developing and/or implementing appropriate national and regional strategies to combat illicit drugs and crime;

iv. Requested the AU Commission and RECs, in collaboration with relevant partners, to follow-up on and monitor the implementation of the Plan of Action and report to the AU policy organs every two years.

2.
Since CAMDCCP3, reported cases of drug trafficking have been on the increase, with revenue generated from illicit activities distorting economies and destabilising some African States. Drug cartels are taking advantage of the Continent’s poverty and relatively weak security and judicial systems.  Africa (especially West and East) continue to be major transport points for cocaine smuggled from Latin America to Europe, and heroin from Afghanistan to Europe and North America.  In North-Africa, anti-government forces extract resources from the drug trade to fund operations, purchase equipment and pay foot-soldiers.  Moreover, drug abuse has been on the increase on the Continent.

B.
OBJECTIVES
3.
The main objectives of the Fourth AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention (CAMDCCP4) will be:
· To review the progress of implementation of the AUPA, including by national drug, and crime control authorities, Regional Economic Communities, and other regional and international partners.
· To discuss new trends and challenges in drug control and crime prevention in Member States and at Regional level.
· To determine how to strengthen information gathering and dissemination mechanisms on drugs and crime of Member States, Regional Economic Communities, and regional and international development partners.
· To identify key action areas for the improvement of criminal justice system collaboration, law enforcement cooperation and drug dependence treatment provisions in and among Member States.

C.
OUTCOME
4.
The main outcomes of the CAMDCCP4 are expected to be the following:

i. Consensus regarding the strengthening of Continental early warning systems, through the inclusion of epidemiological networks and threat assessments that will embrace data on illicit trafficking and epidemiological trends.
ii. Adoption by the Ministers of key action areas for the strengthening of criminal justice systems in Member States, law enforcement cooperation, as well as for drug dependence treatment in order to turn the tide of drugs and crime in Africa.

D.
AGENDA ITEMS

5.
The Conference will consider the following main matters:

· The Report of H.E. the AU Commission Chairperson on the implementation of the decisions and recommendations of the 3rd Session of the AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention.
· Status of prevention and treatment of drug dependence in Africa.  (Panel introduction and plenary discussion) 
· Status of law enforcement and criminal justice intervention concerning illicit trafficking in Africa.  (Panel introduction and plenary discussion)
·  Strengthening of Continental early warning systems and inclusion of epidemiological networks and threat assessments.  (Plenary discussion)
· Recommendations for priority actions over the remaining period of implementation of the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention.
E.
FORMAT OF THE CONFERENCE
6.
The Conference will be organised in two phases:

6.1
AU Member States’ Experts Meeting – 28-30 September 2010 whereby experts from Member States will meet over three days in preparation of the report for the Ministers.  Agenda points will be discussed as well as recommendations for Ministerial consideration and endorsement.

6.2
The AU Ministerial Meeting – 01- 02 October 2010 which will consider the report of the Experts meeting and consider for endorsement the submitted recommendations of the way-forward.

F.
DOCUMENTS

7.
The concept note, agendas, work programmes and documents to be considered at the Conference will be posted on the AU Website (www.africa-union.org) and other relevant documentation will be circulated during the Conference.
G.
ORGANISATIONAL MATTERS

8.
The AUC  will be responsible for the invitations to Member States and the preparations of all related documents in consultation with the Bureau of the 3rd Session of the AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention  (with the assistance of Bureau representatives based in Addis Ababa).  Translation and interpretation services, and secretarial support, will be availed by the AUC.

H.
PARTICIPANTS

9.
Ministers and Experts responsible for Drug Control and Crime Prevention in AU Member States, AU Commission and other AU Organs, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Specialised National Agencies, particularly those involved with research on drugs and crime, and International Organisations and Agencies.

I.
FURTHER INFORMATION

10.
Contact person for any further information on the Conference:  

Dr. Olawale I. Maiyegun (PhD)

Director for Social Affairs

Department of Social Affairs

African Union Commission

Addis Ababa

Tel. + 251-115517700 Extension 279

Fax. + 251-115533616/ 115504985/ 115517844

Email:
Chantelk@africa-union.org;
STRIJDOMJ@africa-union.org; or 
ongolojm@africa-union.org
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