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CONCEPT NOTE

FOURTH AU PRE-SUMMIT ON GENDER 

19-21 JULY 2010, KAMPALA, UGANDA
Theme: Maternal Health and Development in Africa
 BACKGROUND AND JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE MEETING 
The Fourth Pre Summit on Gender will focus on the theme of Maternal, Infant and Child Health and Development in line with the theme of the 17th Ordinary Session of the AU Executive Council.

According to the WHO, every day, 1500 women die from pregnancy- or childbirth-related complications. In 2005, there were an estimated 536 000 maternal deaths worldwide. Most of these deaths occurred in developing countries, and most were avoidable. Improving maternal health is one of the eight Millennium Development Goals adopted by the international community at the United Nations Millennium Summit in 2000. In Millennium Development Goal 5 (MDG5), countries have committed to reducing the maternal mortality ratio by three quarters between 1990 and 2015. However, between 1990 and 2005 the maternal mortality ratio declined by only 5%. Achieving Millennium Development Goal 5 requires accelerating progress. A total of 99% of all maternal deaths occur in developing countries, where 85% of the population lives. More than half of these deaths occur in sub-Saharan Africa. 
The maternal mortality ratio in developing countries is 450 maternal deaths per 100 000 live births versus 9 in developed countries. Fourteen countries have maternal mortality ratios of at least 1000 per 100 000 live births, of which all but one are in sub-Saharan Africa.

AU’s responses to maternal and child mortality in Africa include:
· Policies responses:

· the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child;

· the Protocol on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Women (2003/2005);

· the Maputo Plan of Action (2006/2007);

· the Abuja Call on Access to Services on HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria (2006);

· the Africa Health Strategy (2007);

· the Social Policy Framework (2008)

· High level advocacy 

· Summit debates/decisions in different Sessions of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government;

· Appointment of a Goodwill Ambassadorl; 

· Organizing regional and international fora and advocacy platforms;

· The AU Campaign on Accelerated Reduction of Maternal Mortality in Africa (CARMMA)
· launched in May 2009 at continental level under the slogan: No Woman Should Die While Giving Life
· focuses on positive messaging; 

· has been launched/domesticated in a number of countries since may 2009

The Gender Pre-Summit is being organized back to back with Meeting of the Committee of 30 on the African Women’s Decade and a meeting of the Committee of 10 of the African Women’s Fund. 
PARTICIPANTS

Participants will be drawn from CSOs, Women’s Network, and Women’s organizations, UN Agencies, and AU Organs, RECs and partners. 

DATE AND VENUE OF THE MEETING

The meeting will be held for three days, from 19 to 21 July 2010 in Kampala, Uganda. 
MODE OF DELIVERY

The Meeting will be conducted in French and English with simultaneous interpretation.
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