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WORKSHOP ON INTER-STATE AND INTRA-REGIONAL COOPERATION ON MIGRATION MANAGEMENT IN THE INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY ON DEVELOPMENT (IGAD), ORGANISED BY THE AUC, IGAD AND IOM

ADDIS ABABA 12-14 MAY 2008 

OPENING REMARKS BY H.E MR JEAN PING,

AU COMMISSION CHAIRPERSON

Your Excellency, the Chairperson of the Opening Ceremony

Your Excellency, Dr. Tekeda Alemu, State Minister, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia  

Your Excellency, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, Executive Secretary, United Nations Economic Commission for Africa 

Your Excellency, Mr. Brunson McKinley, Director General, International Organization for Migration
Your Excellency, Adv. Bience Gawanas, Commissioner for Social Affairs of the African Union

Your Excellency, Dr. Attalla Hamad Bashir, Executive Secretary, Inter-Governmental Authority on Development 
Your Excellency, Ambassador Dino Sinigallia, Head of the EU Delegation to Ethiopia
Your Excellencies the Ambassadors,
Distinguished Experts,

Representatives of National and International Organizations

Invited Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to seize this opportunity to welcome you all to the AU Commission and to this important meeting. As many of you are aware, the African Union has conducted election of a new Commission and the new Commission assumed office about two weeks ago. It is therefore my pleasure to present an opening address as the new Chairperson at a meeting of such importance. 

This meeting is very timely, as its outcome will inform us on what should be the focus on issues of migration and development within the IGAD region within the overall migration and development programme of the AU Commission in the coming few years. Let me therefore extend my appreciation to the IGAD and IOM for working in partnership with the AU Commission and their concerted efforts to the successful organization of this workshop. 

The objective of this workshop as I understand it, is to deliberate on inter-state and intra-regional cooperation on migration management. Apart from key representatives of IGAD Member States, countries of transit and destination, and resource persons and experts on migration and cooperation will also participate in this workshop over the next three days. Other Regional Economic Communities have also invited in order to encourage information exchange and experience sharing, all of which I find very encouraging. 

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In recent years, migration has been making its way increasingly towards the top of the continental and international agenda and now calls insistently and urgently for the attention of all governments. Hence, there is a need for a comprehensive and balanced approach to migration taking into account migration realities and trends as well as linkages between migration and other key economic, social, political, humanitarian and development issues. In Africa, there are an estimated 16.3 million migrants and close to 13.5 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) in 19 countries.  There are estimated to be some 3.25 million African refugees and asylum seekers. The ILO estimates that the number of labour migrants in Africa today constitutes one fifth of the global total and that by 2025, one in ten Africans will live and work outside their countries of origin. Thus, not only have the numbers of migrants increased but their social and economic impact is widely felt. The management of international and national migration is therefore one of the major global issues of our time. 

Migration has been put high on the AU agenda since 2001 when the OAU Council of Ministers took decisions with regard to irregular migration, trafficking, brain drain and migrants’ rights, as well as HIV/AIDS and related issues at the OAU Council of Ministers in Lusaka, Zambia. Since then migration is one of the priority areas for the African Union. For this reason, several decisions at the level of Heads of State and Government have been taken. Moreover, the African Union launched various initiatives, produced legislative and policy frameworks and recommendations and prepared plans of action for implementation. 

You will also recall that the Africa and EU Ministers in charge of Migration met and adopted the Joint Declaration on Migration and Development in 2006 in preparation for the Lisbon Summit where these were endorsed as part of the broader strategic partnership. Prior to this meeting, AU experts met and adopted the African Common Position on Migration and Development which was used as a basis for the development of the Joint Declaration. Therefore, the main policy instruments for the AU remains the Migration Policy Framework for Africa, the African Common Position on Migration and Development, the Joint Africa-EU Declaration on Migration and Development, and the Ouagadougou Plan of Action to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings Especially Women and Children. These four AU policy documents on migration not only set norms and standards but also provide practical recommendations which need adaptation to specific conditions and priorities of countries and Regional Economic Communities. Your analysis on migration trends and patterns within the IGAD region will be very critical within the context of these AU policy documents, and to identify the kind of specific interventions required. 

The Migration Policy Framework for Africa was adopted during the 2006 Banjul Summit of the AU Heads of States and Governments. Since then it has become our basic guideline and reference document on migration issues. It is mainly intended to assist Member States and RECs to develop national and regional migration policies. The Commission of the African Union was also requested, in consultation with the International Organization for Migration and other relevant partners, to assist Member States and RECs with the development and implementation of sound migration policies. This workshop is an example of the partnership between AU, IGAD and IOM as envisaged in the Migration Policy Framework. Moreover, the AU Commission has the mandate to follow-up the implementation of this Policy Framework and to periodically report progress made. The AU Commission expects that Member States and RECs will utilize the Migration Policy Framework for Africa in the development of their respective migration policies and to present reports to the AUC on their implementation. 

The AU Commission encourages an active partnership between countries of origin, transit and destination as it would enhance better management of migration. However, such partnership should be carried out in a comprehensive, holistic and balanced manner, in a spirit of shared responsibility and cooperation and by pulling together of resources. This workshop and the launching of the IGAD-Regional Consultation Process is a step in this useful cooperation among countries affected by migration. 

There is yet another vital institutional challenge that I want this august gathering to take note of in its deliberation. This has to do with the cross-cutting nature of migration. The push-pull factors of migration are a clear indication of thecross-cutting nature of migration due to its impact on human rights, peace and security, economic and social development and human resource management, environment, and gender. As such, migration should involve institutions working in these different areas of development. Mechanisms for coordination of such varied works and mandates are therefore necessary. As migration has both negative and positive aspects, it is necessary that the negative aspect of migration should also be tackled to increase the positive potential aspects of migration for promoting development of Africa. Hence, this workshop is also expected to discuss issues related to migration such as human rights of migrants and victims of trafficking, the problem of smuggling, brain drain, remittance, gender, health particularly HIV/AIDS, security, pastoralists, environment and Diaspora in the context of migration within and from IGAD.  Once again I want to draw your attention to the fact that the Migration Policy Framework for Africa provides strategies and perspectives of addressing these linkages. 

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

To ensure that the deliberations of this distinguished gathering is comprehensive and at the same time concrete with achievable results, the workshop is organized in thematic areas that follow and build upon each topic of your three-day deliberations. Migration norms including the above mentioned AU policy documents on migration and international standards would be deliberated upon first and to be followed by discussion on migration causes, trends, patterns and perspectives within the IGAD region. Presentation and discussion on interventions necessary in inter-state and intra-regional cooperation will also be made. The norms, human rights standards and specific recommendation stipulated in the Migration Policy Framework for Africa could be tailored to take into account the peculiarities of migration in IGAD. After your deliberations and analysis, you are expected as officials in charge, and experts of, migration issues to produce concrete and specific recommendations. These recommendations will form part of the final outcome of the workshop. The draft framework for IGAD-Regional Consultation Process is also tabled for your consideration and adoption. In this regard, I hope that the workshop will identify the areas of priority of IGAD and the kind and extent of intra-and inter-state cooperation required to work on the priority areas.   

Moreover, to facilitate the implementation of the AU policy as well as the EU-Africa Strategic Partnership on Migration,  the Department of Social Affairs has recruited a Programme Coordinator for Migration and also prepared and already started implementing its two-year Migration Programme and Plan of Activities (2008-2009). The first activity is consultative visits to the RECs. The Consultation with IGAD was already carried out last month. The outcome and recommendations of the consultation visit will be considered for further partnership and implementation. Similarly, I urge Member States to identify Contact Persons within the Focal Ministries for migration issues so as to ensure smooth exchange of information and effective collaboration with the Department of the Social Affairs.   

I thank you all for your kind attention and wish you successful deliberation.
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