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Your Excellencies,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honor and pleasure for nte to welconre you to this ground-breaking
wolkshop on Intcr-State ctntl lntra-Regional 

'Cooperation 
on Migratioi

Mo:t?g:yrr, jl the IGAD Region loinrly or.ganized by the African Union, IGAD
and IOM. Aliow rne to thank in particular the Governrnent of Ethiopia for the
opportunity to visit Addis Ababa., I congratulate Mr. Jean ping most wannly on
his appointment as chairperson of the Alrican Union commision and to extend
my bcst wishes lor success in his new post.

Corning to Addis Ababa revives fbnd metnories. In November l99g,just elected
IOM Dilector General, Ethiopia rvas one ofthe first countries I visited. I came to
sign a Cooperation Agreement with the then Organization of African Unity
(OAU). I came back two years later to address the African Union Mernber States.

It is therefble a great delight ibr.rne to be back in Addis Ababa rn the New
Mil lennir . rm, which is  a lso the Ethiopian Mi l lenniurn and the At i ican Mi l lenniurr .
in the beautil'ul Hall of the Afl.ican Union.

IOM, an intcrgovernrnental organization of 122 Mernber. States, soon to be 124,
is cornmitted to the principle tlrat hLrmane, well rranaqed and well_infonned
rn ig la t ion hencl i ts  rn igr l  ts  and s , re icry .

We work to assist Goventments across the world in r.nanaging the emerging
ciallenges and opportunities presented by global increases in hurnan rrobility.
We believe regional groupings suclr as IGAD can play a crucial role and wc ainr
to support them actively.

The regional dimension of migration managelnent has come to the fore all over
the world; in Europe, Asia, the Americas and Africa. Regional dialogue has
proven to be one ofthe most useful tools in IOM's toolbox.

IOM works with other regional hodiei in Afr.ica, such as rhe Bast Afiican
Comrnunity (EAC), the Economic Conrmunity of West Af'fican States
(ECOWAS), the Common Market for. Eastern and Southern Aflica (COMESA).
the Southem African Developnent Cooperation (SADC) and the Comrrunity of



Sahara-Sahel Stares (CENSAD), helping them build capacity to effectively
manage migration.

All around the world the regional approach is gaining ground, and the IGAD
Region can be proud of moving to the establisirrnent oi an on-going regional
consultative approach at the end ofthis workshop.

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the European Commission anci various
European governments including the UK, Italy, Netherlands and Malta for their
generous funding suppol.t towalds this workshop as part of the EU_Africa
dia loguc on rn igrat  ion tnar)ager))cnt .

Finally, and in closing, I would like to nrake an appeal to those IGAD States that
are not yet tull IOM Mernber States to apply for membership in our Otganization.
You still have five weeks betbre our next Council to add your voices to the 3g
existing Afi'ican Member States. Arrong the IGAD menrber states, Kenya the
first Alrican Mernber., Sudan and Uganda are already there. It would please rne
enonnously to welcome the rest of you soon.

Again, rny fliends, I thank you tbr your kind attention and wish you fr.uitful
discussions.


