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COMMUNIQUE

1.      Within the framework of the Joint Africa/G8 Plan to Enhance African Capabilities to Undertake Peace Support Operations, the Annual Consultation between the Commission of the African Union (AU), members of the AU Peace and Security Council (PSC), the Regional Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution, representatives of the G8 member countries, the European Union (EU), the United Nations (UN) and other partners took place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 13 June 2008. The Consultation was held under the co-chairmanship of H.E. Dr. Obioma Philip Oparah, Ambassador of Nigeria in Ethiopia and Permanent Representative to the AU, in his capacity as the stand-in Chairperson of the PSC for the month of June 2008, and H.E. Mr. Kinichi Komano, Ambassador of Japan in Ethiopia and Permanent Representative to the AU, in his capacity as the representative of the Chair of the G8. 

2. The meeting provided an opportunity to update and review the progress made in the past year in the establishment of the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the implementation of the overall AU peace and security agenda, and to look at ways of addressing the challenges ahead. 

I.
Update on the establishment of the African Peace and Security ARCHITECTURE (APSA)
3. The participants welcomed the progress made in operationalization of the APSA, and reiterated the need to put in place effective and sustainable structures to enable the AU meet the many peace and security challenges facing Africa.

4. The participants welcomed the convening of the 5th meeting of the African Chiefs of Defence Staff and Heads of Security and the 2nd ordinary session of the Ministers of Defence and Security, held in Addis Ababa on 27 and 28 March 2008, respectively, on the operationalization of the African Standby Force (ASF). The meeting looks forward to the implementation of the outcome of the meeting, after its formal endorsement by the AU Executive Council at its session scheduled to take place in Sharm El Sheikh, Egypt, at the end of this month. The partners pledged their full support towards the implementation of the recommendations of the meeting of the Ministers of Defence and Security.
5. The participants welcomed the significant progress made towards the operationalization of the Continental Early Warning System (CEWS) by 2009, and encouraged the Commission to pursue and intensify its efforts. The partners pledged their support, including for the acquisition of the required IT equipment and software, as well as the strengthening of the capacity of the AU Situation Room and equivalent structures in the Regional Mechanisms.

6. The participants welcomed the formal inauguration of the Panel of the Wise in December 2007, following the endorsement by the PSC of the Modalities for its Functioning in November 2007.  They further welcomed the adoption by the Panel of its work programme for 2008. The meeting noted with satisfaction that some partners have expressed their willingness to support financially the work of the Panel, including the early recruitment of the required support and technical staff, and emphasized the critical role that the Panel is expected to play in conflict prevention, in support of the efforts of the PSC and the Chairperson of the Commission.
7. The participants welcomed the signing in Addis Ababa, at the end of January 2008, of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Cooperation on Peace and Security between the AU and the Regional Mechanisms for Conflict Prevention, Management and Resolution.  They encouraged the AU and the Regional Mechanisms to work towards the effective implementation of the MoU. 
8. The meeting noted with satisfaction that, in pursuance of article 16(8) of the PSC Protocol, and as part of the capacity building component of the Africa Peace Facility (APF) put in place by the EU at the request of the AU, a number of Regional Mechanisms have already deployed Liaison Officers with the AU in Addis Ababa.
II.
CAPACITY BUILDING
9. The participants recognised that, despite the progress noted above in implementation of the APSA, much greater progress could be made if the Peace and Security Department (PSD) had more capacity, including more personnel. Conversely, and as a result of the lack of adequate capacity, some partners were encountering difficulties in providing funding to PSD. 
10. Participants noted the recommendation of the meeting of the Ministers of Defence and Security in March 2008 regarding the strengthening of PSD and subsequent discussions at the extraordinary session of the Executive Council held in Arusha, Tanzania, in early May 2008, and welcomed the fact that some work has already been initiated in this respect, with the view of submitting concrete proposals as soon as possible. Partners offered their full support to the AU Commission, the Regional Mechanisms and Member States in their endeavour to strengthen capacity in PSD. 
11. The meeting emphasized that, beyond the PSD, there is need to enhance the overall capacity of the Commission, including improvement and streamlining of procedures, in order to enhance the financial and management capacity of the AU.

12. Partners pledged their support for the operationalization of the ASF and the building of the required capability, including the police and civilian components, by 2010.  In this respect, they welcomed the development of EURO RECAMP, as an important contribution to the efforts aimed at the operationalization of the ASF.

 III.
CONFLICT MANAGEMENT AND RESOLUTION
13. While noting the progress made in the resolution of the conflicts facing the continent, the Consultation agreed on the need for continued and sustained efforts to consolidate peace where it has been restored, as well as prevent and resolve conflicts.  In this respect, the Consultation recognized the key role being played by the PSC and the increasing interaction between this organ and the UN Security Council, as shown by the now yearly meetings between these two organs.  The meeting looks forward to the planned cooperation between the PSC and similar structures in other organizations, such as the EU Political and Security Committee.

14. Participants welcomed the work being done between the AU and several partners to establish a mechanism to jointly provide funding for the AU Liaison Offices in conflict and post-conflict areas, emphasizing their role in conflict prevention and resolution, as well as in peace building. Furthermore, Partners pledged continued support to the follow-up and implementation of the AU Framework on Post-conflict Reconstruction and Development.
IV.
FOLLOW-UP TO EARLIER COMMUNIQUÉS OF THE AU-G8++ CONSULTATIONS
15.
The meeting reiterated the need to find a sustainable solution to the funding of AU led peace support operations.  In this respect, the meeting welcomed the decision to establish a High-Level UN-AU panel pursuant to UN Security Council resolution 1809(2008), of 16 April 2008, to consider in-depth the modalities of how to support AU- led peacekeeping operations, in particular start-up funding, equipment and logistics.  Participants encouraged the Panel to report by the end of the year with forward-looking recommendations. 

16.
Partners agreed that the ongoing dialogue between the AU and partners on all aspects of achieving sustainable funding for AU peacekeeping operations should be intensified, including effective follow-up to the conclusions reached during the May 2007 Consultation on the establishment of an AU-G8++ Working Group to look into the possibility of the establishment of a Peace Facility Complementary to APF.
17. The AU and the Partners stressed the need to further harmonize efforts among donors in order to reduce transaction costs and to prevent duplication in assistance, based upon the Paris Declaration. Expectation was expressed by the AU and the Partners that agreement on joint reporting system for the programmes financed by the Partners will be concluded by parties concerned as soon as possible, and this will be a stepping stone for further coordination.

18. The Consultation welcomed the decision of Germany to fund up to 20 million Euros a new building for PSD to accommodate additional personnel and provide the Department with the requisite facilities for the effective discharge of its mandate, in line with the communiqué of May 2007 Consultation.   The meeting expressed appreciation for the financial, technical and logistical support extended to the AU for the conduct of its peace support operations and for capacity building and other activities, since the last Consultation, by several AU partners, including Belgium, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, UK and USA, as well as by the EU and the UN and its agencies, 

19. The meeting recalled the provisions of the communiqué issued at the end of the May 2007 AU-G8++ Consultation, relating to conflict resources and small arms and light weapons.  The participants stressed the need to follow up on these conclusions.

20.
The AU and the Partners agreed that the interaction between the AU and the Partners will be strengthened, and the progress made will be reviewed regularly so that the partnership between AU and Partners will be further enhanced.

V.
FOLLOW-UP

21.
It was agreed that:

ii) the next Annual Consultation will be held in Addis Ababa in 2009;

iii) the required mechanisms should be put in place to ensure close consultation between the Commission, the PSC members and the Partners on issues of common concern.

22.
The outcome of this Consultation will be fed into the process leading to the G8 Summit in Hokkaido Toyako, Japan.
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