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Speaking nores for  me€i ing of the coMEDAF l l lBureau of

MinisteF of Educalion, Addis Abab., 02 April 2008

Dr Beat .ce Nlenga Drectofo iFRST n lheAU

Professor Naqia Essayed Connrssoner HRST

Ambassador Dr Musa bf Jaalar Hassan Prcsdenl oilhe Genera

Conference oi UNESCO

M n ste6 and Depuly Min sters or Educaron

lam pleased lhatwe have managed io convene theirst meetinq oflhe

This b!reau has inhented a sgn iicant mandale form the bureau lhat

ret red n Auglst 2007 Arow me lo congratu ale the newy appo nted

burea! members and to wsh lhem we I elecutng our tasks or

organrzng the work of  lhe b l reau and co aborat .g  wth lhe HRST

comm ssion orthe Arr can u.ron

The iormer cha rpe.son orthe burea! - iomer M n sler of Edlcalon oi

Ager ia  se l  a  lery  hgh s tanda.d of  burea!  eadershrp l t rust  we wl  ar

endeavor to erh bt a srm lar commihenl lo the Aincan unon a.d lo

the deveopment and promolon ofeducation rn our co.ti.ent

As lhave indcated our  mandate as a bureau s  a tougn and

chal€.9 ng sel ol object ves t is mponanlror lhe burea! to deverop a

fo.Lsed approach ,n ts work prograhme trust lhal the sleerng

cofrmrttee M ass st !s with that aspecl



Second y i s rmpona.l for the b!reau does nol become a iechnocralc

admlnElrat!e structure and also nol become af aternative mi.rslry of

edlcalon lry ng to exercse porcy powers and system management

The b!.€a! |s a facltation oveBghl and sappoil mechansm

sho!d fac l ta te  co labora lon and sharng ot  expef tse wlhrn

bet{een counines and reg ons

We sho!d a/so ensure lhat  the opponunnes exst ing n the AU and

other  s igndcanl  ns l lu lons are read ly  ava labe to  a  l the counlnes of

lhe conl neni Thrs means the bure.u can play a useful co.ord nano.

iunct ion by qenera lng oppor lun les and by co la ing nrormalo.  on

opponuf nes and communicating lhese to a lour mrnrstnes

Recenl evidence from UNESCO ADEA a.d olher research bodres

suggesls that alnca s o. lhe march toward s€n ficanty mpaciing on

edlcalon access and quality provson The progress recorded in a

ra.ge of repods Ind cates posilve progress bul also poinls lo several

countres aggng behnd The b l reau and lhe commEson shol ld

deveop lempates on besl practce and slFpo.t the sharing oi

e ,p-  rqF -  o '  91 o-a o. .  L  o  ,or  r .  Boo es cad o*"  "  " .a_ '

n the process of eflecl ng on co.tinental and nternationa reports. the

bureau can aso pay a roe in encouragng focused research on the

baiiers to education progress and on the developmenl ofso ulons thal

targel denlied cha enges

11 s very.lear rhal Atuca does not need tak shops a.d excrtng

debates:lhe people we serye expect aclon a.d a change n the r ves

Th6 mp€s very concrete d rect actio. to reaize lhetr and our



Back then lo  o l r  concre le  mandale theseconddecadepanofacton

Olr task n s mp e lems s to enslre the oblecl ves ol lhe decade are

met We .eed lo ensu.e that the AU lhrough ADEA e.gages n a

€gu ar and susta ned pro@ss of dala co lecton and rev ew of Atu ca s

progress . edlcaron Thrs dala w I be rhe basis oi fullre p ann ng

a.d rargered sLppod by the AU comm ss on

Country prof es w llhave to be compred on each olthe member siales

- our lniversties co!d play a v{a role in ihs regard lf a common

templale coud be developed by ADEAwe could move loward havrng a

conl nenral educalon dalabase that suppons porcy maK ng

mplementanon and evaruauo.

Thrs may be a necessary pan ol oui work because of the need lo base

Ii is poss b e thal slch data sakeadyavaiable we woL d then have 1o

Lse I to shape olr work n lhe comm ss on and our variols m n str es

o! r  panne6h P wth AOEA and

instilute De!e opment in lhese

ac|ve stag€ 0r

am ook ng totuard to the reporls on

ihe progress wlh our research slppon

areas wi seNe as a calalysi for the

Fina ly ihe matler ol resourcng mlsl receve at1e.lEn Manv parlners

have been very supponive bul severa prcmrses have not come nto

fiuiton -!!e shoud perhaps devote on€ of our iu!re bureau meetlngs

to pannefshrps n order to assess the d€g€e lo wnch promseo

suppon has been lranslaled inlo concrete co operaton and supporl

am pleased lhal we are able lo begin our meel.g wrth the success

achieved lhrolgh th€ meelrng w h RECS and lhe very promrsrng



s!ppod lhat is evdenced by the ADBS wo.k with the Comm sson and

UNESCO s development oian African iocus pla.


