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Honourable Minist€rs
Exc€llEncles
Invited Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Chairpercon of the Commission of the African Union
and on my own behalf, it is my pleasure to welcome you io this
session of lhe Burcau of the Confetence of l4inisterc of Education of
rhe African Union (COIVIEDAF lll) convened here al lhe African union
Head Quane6 in Addis Ababa. hope you had safe flighls and
enjoyed the usual Ethiopian hospitalily since yo!r arrival here in Addis

Honourable Mlnlst€rs you wou d recall lhe meeling we had in Tunis
in November 2007, which was co-organis€d bythe Association forthe
Development of Education n Afiica (AOEA), and also attended by
Regional Economic Communities {RECS), United Nations Educalion,
Socia and Cultural Organizalion {UNESCO), and the African
Development Bank (AiDB). Youf active parlicipation at that meeling
s a lrue testimony of your dedication and commitment lo the work we
share in common with our develoomenl partners. as we seek lo move
Afdca foMard to the nert level in lhe field ofeducalion. Wlth the stad
of the COI,4EDAF lll lerm, I am convinced that we shali witness the
mosl successful o€riod in the second decade ofeducalion for Africa.

African union's collaboratjon with Reqional Economic Communilies
has laken on a new momentum nthls term of COMEDAF lll. lt will
ensure thal we communicate our wotk proqtamme with the Regional
Economic Communities (RECS), and we have requested the same
from them This wi enabe both parties to be infonned of what is
happening acrcss the b@rd, bul more important, to be able to benefii
from synergies where activties are synchrcnised. Experc'meeting on
Education i,4anagemenl lnfomation Systems (E[,41S), which we held
in collaboration wilh Soulhern Africa Development Communily
(SADC) and the Association for the oeveopmenl of Education in
Af ca (ADEA) in Johannesburg n December 2007, is a good case to
cite in this regard. We werc able lo share r€sources and realised
achievemenl ol a higher level of effciency and €ffecliveness. One
of lhe langibLe oulcomes of lhat meeling is an instrument for
assessmenl of lhe capac(y oI lvember Slates to implement Education
lvlanagement Infomation Syslems (EN4|S). The instrument wll be
piloted in a number otco!ntries befofe full-scale implemenlation.
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Honourable Ministers, Slfaiegic parlnerships on which we report at
every education meelinq have begun lo bear fruils. Our pafterc
have begun to demonstrale their commitmenl in p€ctical ways. For
instance, rccently the Associalion of African Univ€rsities (AAU) co-
hosted a meeting of hgher edlcaton epeds and padnerc. The
UNESCO Regional Office for EdLrcation for Africa (BREDA) was
reprcsented in this meetirlg by the Director of the l\.lali Cluster and a
senior consultanl fof lhe Arusha Convention. The experls and
partners agreed on a proposed way foMard concerning lhe merging
of the African Slralegy for Harmonisation of Higher Education in
Ahica, with the process of revision of the Arusha convention. The
meeting also proposed a way toMard for lhe implementalion ot lhe
Aldcan Skategy for a Quality Rating Mechanism for African Highet
Educalion. This meeting was pariculary significant as it brought inlo
sharper focus lhe need for our parlners education prcgrammes for
Atrica to be aligned to the second decade plan of acuon. The Arusha
Convention is an imporlant frarnework lhal was lnitiated by UNESCO
over twenly years ago. 20 N4embef States ratified the convention,
though implementalion was slower I arn thercfore pleased that we
shall avoid unnecessary duplication of efforts between UNESCO and

Since the forum of m nisters of education 'rnder the auspices of
UNESCO (l\,{INEDAF) mersed with the Arrican Union forum of
Ministers of Edlcalion. lhal is. CO[,4EDAF. we have no choice but lo
aligf our programmes invoving the l\,4inislers. The revision oi the
Convenlion will lherefore lake into accounl the views of those
member slates that akeady ralified the convenlion, and lhercforc own
it, as well as those who had nol yel ratined it, but will be beneficianes

The statemenl of commlmenl signed by the paricipants al thls
meeting delail a way forward, and will be circulated to you We have
also begun collaboralion with lhe African Courcil ior Distance
Educalion, in a bid to ensure lhat Open and Distance Learning (ODL)
is taken into consideratron along with convenlional higher education
programmes, as a crircal and indspensabe means for ensu ng
quality higher education.

Allow me, lo congralulale you of prcgress made in the Mwalim!
Nverere African Union Scholarshio Scheme Th€ African Union
Commission, lhrough a selectlon cornmitlee compdsing of leading
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educalronist ftom lhF lrve reglons o' Alrrca l3c:l'laled lhe llrsl selection
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African Educational Pub shing latef in the yeaf Al lhis conference
we shall address publishing as a vita link in Africa's educatEn
."rr".. "ap.",urrr io, ""'u'ng A" cenlric Fducalroral malenals thal
u'or'oro in" Oiqn'ty .l e""an c-,llure whrle oroviding excellerl qualrtY

'; *n1sn1; rni -se ol Aa an 'anguages ' the ed-cal'on srtlem
encouraqrnq lalenr -diqenous warers eslab shing a reaorng culturc'
"" i "rrai ' "q 0"" Ar ' , . ; -  'o l laoor" lon In orodJcr 'on ol  educalonal
r"i"nur6 "ii "'rror't inq conri-entc and reqrolal book pohcres ror
hese ourooses, iusl lo np_llon a rew d eas lhe Easr Alrican Bool
Developmenl Asso(ralron has commltled Io assi\l 19 wJh ogrslics for
hosting the conference.

l2.Honourable Ministers, wou d fail I I did not recognise lhe impodanl
Droorcss we have made n working wlh Regional Economic
borimunities (RECs) The Soulhern Africa Developrnent Communitv
in oarticurar vias the first to inlegfale the second decade plan of
ac6n into their res onaL educato; programme Your assislance in
encor-rraqrnq oomeirca.on and apleme_lanon ol lhe Pran ol Action
ar aeq' inai  economr, coarm-- rv e!as s ndrspe-cable The
niricariUnlon Co.misslon will make ava able its otfcers to visit and
assist in any way necessary. This anangement rs open arso rc
Darhers who wsh lo arrgn lher proq-amres wilh lhe Pan of Action
ior ourooses of torrow up .no repon 19 on lhe 'Tpremenlalron of lhis
ptan ;f Acl,on. I ri' be ,nporanl lor Reqio.al Fconomic
Communities to hold ther regiofal conferences of lvinislers oi
Education at least hvice before COIIEDAF lV l request your

assistance, in making lhis possible wllhin vour respecnve regrons

l3.Finallv Honourable Min sters I am aware that there is m'rch vel lo be_ 
".'0. 

'Ho*ever. 
f Ue eve thal vour Expeds had an opportunity to brief

vou on the aoenda rl'ns and leir de oe allo's over the lasl two
davs. Lel me-rqere or- concluoe by wrc_ aq yoL trLrtlu' del beralions
in vour lVinisleial Session

Ithank You for Your attention.




