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Workshop on EC-ACP Capacity Building Project on Multilateral Environmental Agreements kicks off at the AU Headquarters
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Addis Ababa, 11 August 2009- A three-day workshop on EC-ACP Capacity Building Project on Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs), opens today, Tuesday 11 August 2009, at the Headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Organized by the Department of Rural Economy and Agriculture (REA) of the African Union Commission, the workshop is aimed at identifying the different needs of Africa to ensure the full implementation of MEAs by exchanging views amongst the Experts, in order to gather sufficient information for the drafting of an outline of a work programme.  
Addressing participants on behalf the Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture (REA) of the AUC, Dr. Abebe Haile Gabriel, Acting Director of REA, underscored that “despite Africa’s riches in natural resources, it is unfortunately the most vulnerable region with the least capacity to adapt to environmental challenges like, climate change, land degradation and desertification, pollution due to hazardous chemicals contamination and emission”.   
He recalled that, the international approach to tackle environmental issues in a global manner has led to the adoption of numerous multilateral environmental agreements, to which most African Countries are parties. The programme, he said, is also anticipated for the contribution of African countries in the areas of international negotiations, participation in the carbon credit markets, management of chemicals in a sound manner, addressing issues and challenges related to desertification as well as accumulation of obsolete pesticides. (see complete speech on the AU website: www.africa-union.org ) 
Representing the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), Mr. Robat Wabunoha, Legal Officer of the UNEP, outlined the major obstacles of achieving the MEAs, such as weak environmental institutions, inadequate support from policy makers, lack of information and public awareness. He also assured the support of UNEP for the African hub and its effort to ensure the implementation of the EC-ACP Capacity Building project.  
Participants at the Workshop were drawn from the Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Food and Agriculture Organisation of the United Nations (FAO), NEPAD, and EU.
Alongside the EC-ACP capacity building, is a validation Workshop on the institutional arrangement and implementation strategy for the African seed and biotechnology which ends tomorrow, Thursday 21 May 2009.
Meanwhile, the Workshop on the EC-ACP capacity building project on multilateral environmental agreements will end on Wednesday, 13 August 2009.

_1088413578

