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Lesotho Hosts Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy Adopted at the Lisbon Summit

Addis Ababa, 8 April 2008 – As a follow-up to the adoption of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy and First Action Plan which were adopted at the Lisbon Summit held on 8-9 December 2007, the African Union Commission, through the Department of Economic Affairs, has organized a Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Joint Strategy, scheduled to take place from 14-15 April 2008, in Maseru, Kingdom of Lesotho.  The Consultative meeting would cover the Eastern and the Southern Regions of the Continent. 

Meanwhile, a similar meeting covering the Western, Central and Northern Regions took place on 19-20 March 2008 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso.  The meeting was preceded by a meeting of the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC), held on 14 March 2008 at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and a civil society consultative meeting in Bamako, Mali, on 3-5 March 2008, on the same subject.

The African Union Commission has embarked on a series of measures aimed at ensuring the effective implementation of the First Action Plan of the Joint Strategy. To that effect, these consultations are organized to build consensus on the way forward regarding the AU Commission’s proposed approach. 

The objectives of the Joint strategy are to  (a) Reinforce and elevate the Africa-EU political partnership to address issues of common concern e.g. peace and security, migration; (b) Address challenges facing Africa e.g. sustainable economic development, regional integration, MDGs; (c) Jointly promote a system of effective multilateralism and address global challenges and common concerns e.g. climate change, terrorism, HIV/AIDS and  (d) Facilitate and promote broad-based as well as wide-ranging people-centred partnership by empowering non-state actors while creating the enabling environment for their effectiveness.

It is worth noting that the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy entails eight partnerships, which identify strategic priorities in specific socio-economic and political areas. To implement the commitments made by the Joint Africa-EU Strategy therefore, the European Union and Africa are expected to address and advance all identified objectives on all the strategic priorities, with the wider view of supporting African countries in their efforts to attain all Millennium Development Goals by the year 2015.  

The consultative meeting will bring together Representatives from the AU Member States, Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Private Sector, Civil and other stakeholders who would have to express their views on concrete actions to be undertaken for the implementation of these eight partnerships as stipulated in the First Action Plan.
Journalists are invited to cover the Consultative Meeting on the Implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy. 
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