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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

PRESS RELEASE N. 71
Handing Over Ceremony at the Headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa.

Addis Ababa, 23 April 2008 – The handing-over ceremony between the out-going Commission and the new Commission, which was elected on 2nd February 2008, is scheduled to take place on Monday 28 April 2008, at the headquarters of the African Union in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The Chairperson of the African Union, H.E. Jakaya Morisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania, accompanied by the Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, H.E. Meles Zenawi, will chair the handing over ceremony between the out-going Chairperson of the Commission, Professor Alpha Oumar Konaré, and the in-coming Chairperson of the Commission, H.E. Jean Ping. 
During the ceremony, the out-going Chairperson would hand over the symbols of the Union comprising of the AU flag and Constitutive Act, to the new Chairperson of the Commission, M. Jean Ping.

According to the programme of the event, there will be a swearing-in ceremony of the new Commissioners, in the presence of the new Chairperson of the Commission. They are:  Mrs. Elham Mahmoud Ahmed, Infrastructures and Energy and Mr. Jean Pierre Onvehoun Ezin, Human Resources, Science and Technology. 

Participants at the handing over ceremony will include: Ambassadors of the AU Member State, Permanent Representatives to the AU, Ambassadors of Member States of Regional and International Organisations accredited to the AU, the ECA Executive Secretary, the Foreign Affairs Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Mayor of the city of Addis Ababa. 
Find attached the programme of the handing over ceremony.
Journalists are invited to cover the ceremony.
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PROGRAMME FOR THE HANDING OVER BETWEEN THE OUTGOING COMMISSION AND THE INCOMING COMMISSION ELECTED 

MONDAY 28 APRIL 2008

	10.00 hrs 
	· Meeting between the Outgoing Chairperson of the Commission, Prof. Alpha Oumar Konaré, and the Incoming Chairperson of the Commission, Mr. Jean Ping



	11.30 hrs
	· The Chairperson of the African Union, Mr. Jakaya Morisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania, presides over the Handing Over Ceremony between the Outgoing Chairperson of the Commission, Prof. Alpha Oumar Konaré, and the Incoming Chairperson, Mr. Jean Ping, in presence of the Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Ato Meles Zenawi



	
	· African Union Anthem



	
	· Statement of Appreciation by the Outgoing Chairperson of the Commission, Prof. Alpha Oumar Konaré



	
	· Statement of the Incoming Chairperson, Mr. Jean Ping, on his assumption of duties 



	
	· Handing over of the Symbols of the Union by the Outgoing Chairperson of the Commission, Prof. Alpha Oumar Konaré, to the Incoming Chairperson of the Commission, Mr. Jean Ping: the Flag and the Constitutive Act 



	
	· Taking of Oath of Office before the new Chairperson of the Commission, Mr. Jean Ping, by the following new Commissioners:

i. Mrs. Elham Mahmoud Ahmed, Infrastructure and Energy

ii. Mr. Jean Pierre Onvehoun Ezin, Human Resources, Science and Technology



	
	· Statement of the Prime Minister of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Ato Meles Zenawi



	
	Statement of the Chairperson of the Union, Mr. Jakaya Morisho Kikwete, President of the United Republic of Tanzania



	13.30 hrs


	· Meeting between the Outgoing and Incoming Commissioners.
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