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Joint AUC / EC Task Force Meeting Holds in Addis Ababa
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Addis Ababa, 19 April 2008 – The headquarters of the African Union played host to the Seventh Task Force meeting of the African Union Commission (AUC) and the European Commission (EC) that took place from 17-18 April 2008, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

The two-day meeting was attended by over one hundred Officials from the two organisations. It provided both the African and European partners the opportunity to share views on the implementation of the different activities derived from the various areas of cooperation stated in the First Action Plan of the Joint AU/EU Strategy, adopted during the Lisbon Summit held in December 2007. 

The meeting also aimed at preparing the ground and concrete deliverables for the next College-to-College meeting, billed for the last quarter of 2008, and to discuss issues of common interest to both Organisations, notably, the future role of the EU-AUC Task Force in line with ensuring the way forward of the Lisbon Summit, the involvement of the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) in the implementation of the Joint Strategy as well as best practices with respect to sharing of experiences between Officials of the two Commissions. All these instruments are meant to serve the purpose of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy. 

A communication strategy aimed at popularising the different activities undertaken in line with the priority areas of cooperation, identified in the First Plan of Action of the Joint Strategy, has equally been put in place and has been recognised as a key instrument for information sharing between the two parties. Furthermore, the communication strategy would help to disseminate the Africa-EU Joint Strategy and make it user-friendly by the population as well as promote a good image of both partners.
Worth recalling that the AU-EU Joint Strategy elaborated for a period of 2008 – 2010 via its First Plan of Action, covers eight priority areas that were tabled for consideration during the Task Force meeting. These include: Peace and Security; Democratic Governance and Human Rights; Trade and Regional Integration; Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s); Energy; Climate Change; Migration, Mobility and Employment; Science, Information Society and space.
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