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UNDER THE THEME: 
REALIZING HUMAN RIGHTS:  A KEY TO ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE PEACE IN AFRICA
I. INTRODUCTION

1. The protection and promotion of Human Rights are keys for sustainable development on the continent and are an integral part of the AU’s core values. The promotion and the protection of human rights has for sometimes been a priority for Member States of the African Union and has been articulated as a priority at a number of international and local fora. 
2. The principles and objectives of the AU’s Constitutive Act of 2000 emphasises the need to promote and protect human rights on the continent. This Act includes a number of provisions placing human rights on the agenda of the organization. The Act states that African leaders are “determined and to ensure good governance and the rule of law”. Article 3 (g) of the Act also notes that the “promotion and protection of human and peoples’ rights in accordance with the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights and other relevant human rights instruments” is an objective of the Union.

3. On 21 October 1986, the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights came into force. Each year on 21 October, Africa commemorates Africa Human Rights Day, a day to reflect and recommit to the solemn undertaking by African leaders and the African peoples to promote and safeguard human rights in Africa.

4. The African continent has witnessed decades of numerous human rights challenges resulting from a diverse range of factors, which include war, poverty, corruption, autocratic governance and others. It is against this background that member states of the then Organization of African Unity (OAU), solemnly undertook to promote and safeguard freedom, justice, equality and human dignity in Africa by putting in place instruments to enforce these values.

5. 2

6. The African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR) was adopted by the OAU on 27 June 1981 and entered into force on 21 October 1986. This instrument forms the basis of the African Human Rights System. The African Charter is unique to other regional human rights instruments in that it not only covers internationally accepted human rights standards, but also recognizes values that are unique to the African continent. It covers Civil and Political Rights, Economic Social and Cultural Rights, Peoples' and Group Rights and includes duties of the individual to society.
7. Commemorating Africa Human Rights Day is an opportunity to urge all Member States to honor their obligations under the African Human Rights system and to take measures to ensure the respect, promotion and protection of all human rights.

8. This year, the Commemoration of the Africa Human Rights Day will be held on 21st October 2010 under the theme: “REALIZING HUMAN RIGHTS:  A KEY TO ACHIEVING SUSTAINABLE PEACE IN AFRICA” honoring the year 2010 as the Year of Peace and Security in Africa. 
9. The event will serve as an opportunity to begin the commemoration of the 30th Anniversary of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, which will officially take place in the year 2011.  The event will be commemorated jointly by the African Union Commission (AUC) and the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (ACHPR). In addition to the statements that will be delivered at the ceremony, the Department of Political Affairs of the AUC and the ACHPR will organize an art competition for African children as well as short story telling by school children. The students will be expected to draw an artwork or write a short story reflecting the commemoration theme to raise awareness of the culture of human rights among children.
II. PARTICIPATION 

10. The Commemoration event is expected to be attended by representatives of the Diplomatic Corps, RECs, UN Agencies, Educational Institutions, International Organizations and AUC Staff Members.
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