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His Excellency Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, UN Under-Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa
Excellencies Ambassadors and Heads of International Organizations
Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen

Please allow me to join Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, UN Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa, in welcoming you all to this seminar for Ambassadors and Heads of International Organizations on the “Fourth Joint Economic Commission for Africa- African Development Bank-African Union Commission Publication on Assessing Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA IV). On behalf of the African Union Commission, I wish to thank you for sparing your time to attend this seminar.

ARIA IV to be discussed today was launched in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, during the recently held Annual Meetings of the African Development Bank. Its theme is “Enhancing Intra-African Trade” , an important theme indeed in view of the low level of intra-African trade and the impact of the global financial and economic crisis on African countries. 

ARIA IV is one of the products of our cooperation with the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA). I would like, therefore, to seize this opportunity to sincerely thank my brother, Abdoulie Janneh, UN-Under Secretary-General and Executive Secretary of the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA), who has worked tirelessly to bring this cooperation to a high level. I also wish to commend the African Development Bank for joining efforts with the Economic Commission for Africa and the African Union Commission for Africa in producing ARIA IV and in other joint collaborative efforts and ventures.
Since Mr. Janneh joined UNECA, our cooperation has been enhanced and we have put in place a mechanism for jointly organizing events, sharing experiences and working out common positions on key issues regarding global governance, among others. For example, we jointly organize the Conference of African Ministers of Finance, Planning and Economic Development; we co-produce ARIA, the annual Economic Report on Africa, and the MDG Africa Review Reports. We are also working together in the field of statistics harmonization in Africa, as well as monitoring of the integration process, at regional and continental level.

Excellencies, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

ARIA IV assesses the integration process in Africa by focusing on a number of areas related to its theme, that is, Enhancing Intra-African Trade. In this regard, it considers the following critical areas: 
· The status of integration in Africa

· Trade, growth and poverty reduction

· African trade flows
· Informal trade in Africa

· Trade facilitation and intra African trade

· Development of trade transit corridors in Africa’s landlocked countries

· Payment system and intra African trade

· Infrastructure

· Economic Partnership Agreement (EPAs) and

· Trade experience beyond Africa

All these are critical for Africa in terms of determining where we are in implementing our integration and development agenda and what challenges need to be addressed. ARIA IV seeks to respond to these issues by proposing lasting solutions. We hope the solutions proposed by ARIA IV will be considered by African policy and decision-makers, with a view to reformulating economic policy in our countries and to reduce poverty, promote sustainable growth and development, and ensure the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals. 

ARIA IV is an important document which should be in the hands of every African Academician, Researcher and student so as to give them the right information on the integration process on our continent.

It is my sincere hope that this Seminar will help us all have a better understanding of our integration process, particularly as this relates to enhancing intra-African trade. The seminar should also provide guidance to the ECA, the AfDB and the AUC with preparations for future ARIA Reports. 

I would, therefore, like to add that the ECA, the AfDB  and the AUC count on your full cooperation and support for ARIA IV and future ARIAs.
Je vous souhaite une bonne lecture et merci pour votre aimable attention.
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