STATEMENT BY THE SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND REGIONAL COOPERATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE FIRST REGIONAL CONSULTATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PLAN OF ACTION OF THE 
AFRICA-EUROPEAN UNION JOINT STRATEGY

Ouagadougou, 19-20 March 2008

Excellencies, Ambassadors,
The Commissioner of the African Union,

Experts,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have the honour and privilege, on behalf of the authorities of Burkina, particularly His Excellency, the Minister of Foreign Affairs and Regional Cooperation, to welcome you and wish you a pleasant stay in Burkina Faso.

Burkina Faso welcomes the opportunity it has been given to host, once again on its soil, a forum for reflection of such importance on the future of our Continent.

Highly appreciative of the confidence you have placed in our country, we will spare no effort to ensure the success of this First Regional Consultation on the Implementation of the Plan of Action of the Africa-European Union Joint Strategy.
It should be recalled that the Executive Council of the African Union, at its 12th Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa in January 2008, urged Member States, Regional Economic Communities and other stakeholders to implement this first Plan of Action, under the coordination of the African Union Commission.

This Joint Strategy, by fixing priorities on major development issues, is aimed at helping our Continent to meet the challenges of achieving the Millennium Development Goals, on the basis of an enhanced political, economic and socio-political partnership.

The Ouagadougou Meeting gives us an opportunity to reflect on the modalities for the implementation of the Lisbon Plan of Action and take ownership of it.

Since the first Summit in Cairo, we have accrued experiences which could be used in our approach.

It will be a question of dispassionately analyzing these experiences and others, and drawing lessons from them in order to establish a new fruitful Africa-European Union Dialogue, without exclusion and open to all.
With regard to this Consultation and future ones, particularly the meeting that will bring together the eastern and southern regions of our Continent in Maseru, it will also mean contributing to provide an image for this dialogue between Africa and Europe.

In this respect, it is regrettable to observe the absence from this meeting of the Kingdom of Morocco, a stakeholder right from the very beginning of the process that led to the First Summit in Cairo, and which thereafter, has always contributed considerably to the Africa-European Union Dialogue.
The absence of the Kingdom of Morocco, the thematic leader, will be a major handicap in our exercise since it therefore not be possible to consider the theme entrusted to it.
Therefore, Burkina wishes to invite the African Union, in conformity with the format of the African-European Union Dialogue through the full participation of all the stakeholders, in all stages of the process.
Ladies and Gentlemen,
While wishing you full success in your deliberations, I declare open the First Regional Consultation on the Implementation of the Plan of Action of the Africa-European Union Joint Strategy.

I thank you.
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