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CONSULTATIVE MEETING ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE FIRST ACTION PLAN OF THE AFRICA-EU JOINT STRATEGY
OUAGADOUGOU, BURKINA FASO: 19 MARCH 2008
Mr.  Alain Francis Gustave ILBOUDO, Secretary General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs    and Regional Cooperation,
Your Excellencies Ambassadors and Members of the Diplomatic Corps,
Representatives of Regional Economic Communities,
Representatives of the private sector and civil society,
Representatives of the EU,
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,

Please allow me, first and foremost, to express sincere thanks and gratitude to His Excellency President Blaise Compaore, the Government and the People of Burkina Faso for hosting this event, for their wonderful hospitality and for all the facilities placed at our disposal. I must say that this is not the first time that Burkina Faso is hosting an African Union meeting. The country has hosted several of our meetings, including the AU Extra-Ordinary Summit on Employment and Poverty Alleviation in 2005 and the Consultation meeting on the Rationalization of the Regional Economic Communities in 2006.  In this regard, I wish to commend the Government and the People of Burkina Faso for their readiness and willingness to host AU meetings. Please join me in saluting them for this kind gesture.

I also wish to sincerely thank all the Member States of the Western, Central and Northern Regions of our Continent, representatives of the Regional Economic Communities, the representatives of the European Commission and everyone else present, who, in one way or the other, have contributed to the holding of this event.  On behalf of the African Union Commission and indeed on my own behalf, I wish to sincerely welcome you all to this Consultation meeting on the implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy covering the period 2008-2010.
This meeting, today, is the first of two Regional Consultative meetings organized to build consensus on the way forward regarding the implementation of the First Action Plan of the Africa-EU Joint Strategy, adopted at the historic Lisbon Summit of 8-9 December, 2007.
I describe the Lisbon Summit as historic, in that Heads of State and Government of the entire African continent and the EU converged to cement a new type of partnership that will go down the annals of history as the one that laid the foundation for a long term positive and strategic engagement between the two continents; an engagement unprecedented in the history of relations between the two continents; an engagement that is sure to bring invaluable benefits and a win-win scenario to the peoples of the two continents.
As you are aware, Africa and Europe are two neighbouring continents that are inseparable. We are bound together by history, geography and culture. Such a strong bond has effectively defined a common future for our peoples. Africa’s problems are shared by Europe, and Europe’s problems are Africa’s. In short, we are bound together by strong forces, and as friends and neighbours, we ought to work together, share each other’s concerns and develop common solutions to common problems. We must endeavour to work together as true partners, within the spirit of mutual respect, trust, joint ownership and co-responsibility.  This is what the Joint Africa-EU Strategy and its First Action Plan have built on, in what I call a true and genuine partnership.
Excellencies

Distinguished Guests 

Ladies and Gentlemen,
We live in a changing world, a world in which dynamism, foresight and multilateralism are crucial for nations to overcome new types of challenges. Global power dynamics are shifting and this calls for strategic reorientation. The challenge of globalization, for example, is one that cannot simply be ignored. We have all become heavily interdependent on one another, and Africa and Europe are no exception in this regard. Such interdependence, ought to be viewed as a great opportunity. It is indeed a great opportunity for those who want to make it so. The new Africa-EU Partnership is a strong vehicle designed to reap the benefits of such an opportunity.
Africa continues to account for insignificant proportions of international trade and foreign direct investment flows. The existing multilateral trading arrangements are not helping and despite immense business opportunities in the continent, Africa continues to portray the negative image of high risk destination for business, which is not truly reflective of reality. If this trend continues, we risk failing to achieve the rapid socio-economic development we owe our people; we risk failing to achieve the MDGs by 2015; and we risk failing to attain an African renaissance. This will be in spite of immense and ample opportunities at our disposal. Time has come for us to act in a strategic fashion.

Africa, as a continent, needs to take all appropriate measures to address its challenges, both unilaterally and jointly with partners across the globe, one of the most important of being the European Union. The Continent needs to reinforce its policy of engaging its partners with a view to developing common responses to cross-border and global challenges. Key issues such as migration, peace and security, trade and regional integration and climate change can best be tackled through such partnerships. In this regard, we consider the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership as a huge opportunity to effectively tackle these challenges as well as an opportunity to develop common positions at global fora such as at the level of the United Nations. 

The four clusters covered in the Joint Strategy – Peace and Security, Governance and Human Rights, Trade and Regional Integration and Key Development Issues such as migration, climate change, infrastructure and energy security – comprehensively address very important areas of cooperation between the two continents. The Joint Strategy will be implemented through successive three year partnerships. The First Action Plan (2008-2010) covering eight partnerships, namely Peace and Security; Democratic Governance and Human Rights; Trade and Regional Integration; Millennium Development Goals; Energy; Climate Change; Migration, Mobility and Employment; and Science, Information Society and Space. These are all quite pertinent to the socio-economic development of our Continent and hence, their implementation will go along way in satisfying our aspirations as a Continent. 
The need for effective implementation has been echoed loudly across all corners and we must not fail our people. In an effort to respond to this call, the Commission of the African Union has developed an implementation strategy, which will be presented to you during this meeting for your input. The implementation strategy has already been presented to members of civil society and the Permanent Representatives Committee of African Ambassadors based in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and valuable inputs have been given. This consultation meeting is meant to get your inputs. Your valuable comments and suggestions will help us develop this strategy further to ensure that the desired outcome is achieved. The break-out sessions to follow will also create ample opportunity to critically assess each of the eight partnerships of the First Action Plan and to come up with concrete actions to be undertaken. I invite you all to actively participate in the deliberations.
Encore une fois, je tiens à remercier S.E. Le Président Blaise COMPAORE et le Peuple du Burkina Faso, pour avoir abrité cette importante réunion et mis à la disposition de la réunion ces excellentes installations pour la Conférence.  Je vous remercie également tant pour avoir répondu positivement à notre invitation, soulignant ainsi l’importance que vous accordez à la mise en œuvre effective de la stratégie conjointe Afrique-UE et de son premier plan d’action. Ensemble, nous devons pouvoir relever les nombreux défis du développement auxquels notre beau continent avec ses ressources considérables est confronté.
Je vous remercie pour votre attention et je vous souhaite plein succès à vos travaux.
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