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AUC, ECA, AfDB Launch Report on Assessing Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA IV)
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Addis Ababa 17 June 2010 - A seminar grouping African Union Ambassadors and International Organisations to exchange views on the Report on Assessing Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA IV) took place on 17 June 2010 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Jointly organised by the African Union Commission (AUC), the Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) and the African Development Bank (AfDB), the Seminar at the Conference Center of the ECA was a forum to assess the integration process in Africa by focusing on a number of areas related to its theme: “Enhancing Intra-African Trade”. 
Speaking on behalf of the African Union Commission, Dr. Maxwell Mkwezalamba, Commissioner for Economic Affairs, highlighted some of the criteria used in the ARIA IV report including the status of integration in Africa; Trade, growth and poverty reduction; African trade flows; Informal trade in Africa; Trade facilitation and intra African trade; Development of trade transit corridors in Africa’s landlocked countries; Payment system and intra African trade; Infrastructure; Economic Partnership Agreement (EPAs) and Trade experience beyond Africa. “These are critical for Africa in terms of determining where we are in implementing our integration and development agenda and what challenges need to be addressed”, the Commissioner said. 
Commissioner Mkwezalamba recommended the ARIA IV report as an important document which should be in the hands of every African Academician, Researcher and student so to have the right information on the integration process on the continent.
Speaking earlier, United Nations Under-Secretary General and Executive Secretary of the ECA, Mr. Abdoulie Janneh, said, Africa has made good progress over the past 10 years, as Africa has improved in growth rates and on economic fundamentals such as low inflation, better public finance management, and improved tax systems and administration.
According to Mr. Janneh, ARIA IV tries to fulfil the need for comprehensive and empirical analysis and rigour in looking at the progress being made towards integration in Africa. The publication, he said, throws out some findings and issues and provides a total picture that otherwise could not be readily and easily available elsewhere in a single document. “As the African Union dispensation gathers momentum, such a report comes handy in helping to shape the future of integration in Africa”, he noted.  
Mr. Lamin Barrow, Resident Representative of the African Development Bank on his part said, Regional integration is at the heart of the Bank’s strategic priorities, which is reinforced by the role assigned to it in the infrastructure sector under the New Partnership for Africa's Development (NEPAD). He noted that, Regional integration will enable African countries to reap the benefits of economies of scale for production and trade, enlarge markets and widening of the economic space. “ARIA IV report underscores the urgency of confronting the challenge of low level of intra African trade for enhanced competitiveness, growth and poverty reduction: he emphasized. 
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