	AFRICAN UNION
	
	UNION AFRICAINE

	
[image: image1.png]SAAY A




	
	UNIÃO AFRICANA

	Addis Ababa, ETHIOPIA   P.O. Box 3243   Telephone: (251-11) 5517 700  Fax: (251-11)5517844

website: www.africa-union.org


African Position on GMOs in Agriculture and Food Security 

October 17-19, 2006

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (Committee Room 2) 

Draft Programme

	Tuesday, October 17, 2006

	Time
	Activity
	Facilitator

	8.30 - 9.00
	Registration of Participants
	 

	Session I
	OFFICIAL OPENING
	 

	09.00 - 09.30
	Welcome Remarks – Director, REA

Opening Statement – Commissioner, REA
	

	09.30 - 10.00
	Workshop Programme and Objectives 
	Edson Mpyisi

	10.00 - 10.30
	Coffee/Tea Break
	

	Session II
	Background to GMOs in Agriculture 
	

	 10.30-11.30
	Overview and Scope of GMOs in Agriculture
	Sarah Olembo

	 11:30-12:30
	 Discussion
	

	 12.30-14.00
	Lunch
	

	 Session III
	Biosafety Concerns
	

	 14.00-15.00
	Food Safety and Public Health

Environment and Biodiversity

Trade/SPS Issues
	Sarah Olembo

Francis Mangeni

	 15.00-16.00
	Discussion
	

	 16.00-16.30
	Coffee/Tea Break
	

	Session IV
	International Frameworks
	

	 16.30-17.30
	OAU Model Law, WTO (SPS and TBT), CBD, Cartagena, UNEP-GEF, etc.
	Sarah Olembo


	Wednesday, October 18, 2006

	Session V
	Regional Initiatives/Harmonization
	

	8:30-9:00
	Registration of Participants
	

	9:00-9:10
	Address by the Director of HRST
	

	9:10-9:30
	ECOWAS Position 
	Sangare Abdourahamane

	9:30-9:50
	COMESA Position
	Chikakula Miti

	9:50-10:10
	EAC Position
	James Ochanda

	10:10-11:00
	Discussion
	

	11:00-11.30
	Coffee/Tea Break
	

	Session VI
	Biosafety Project/Strategy
	

	11:30-11:50
	Review of the Biosafety Project Activities 
	Bather Kone

	11:50-12:20
	Presentation of the Draft African Strategy on Biosafety
	Hafashimana

	12:20-13:00
	Discussion
	

	13:00-14.30
	Lunch
	

	Session VII
	Guidelines for an African Position on GMOs in Agriculture
	

	14:30-15:00
	High Level Panel on Biotechnology
	Tewolde Egziaghber

	15:00-15:30
	Towards Harmonization of Regulations for GMOs
	Francis Nyangayo

	15:30-16:00
	Coffee/Tea Break
	

	16:00-17:00
	General Discussion and Recommendations
	

	18:00
	Cocktail
	


	
	Thursday, October 19, 2006
	

	Session VIII
	Biosafety Capacity Building
	

	9:00–11:00
	Regional Approaches to Biosafety Capacity Building and Harmonization

Discussion
	

	11:00-11:30
	Coffee Break
	

	11:30-12:30
	Consolidating Policy Outline
	

	
	
	

	12:30-14:00
	Lunch
	

	14:00-15:30
	Action Plans
	

	15:30-16:00
	Coffee/Tea Break
	

	16:00-16:30
	Closing of the Meeting
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