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The Commission of the African Union (AU) presents its compliments to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs/External Relations and Permanent Missions of all Member States of the African Union, and has the honor to refer to the decision of the 1st Session of AU Conference of Ministers of Culture held in Nairobi, Kenya in December 2005 (and as adopted by the January 2006 Summit held in Khartoum, Sudan), to convene the 1st Pan African Cultural Congress during 2006.

The Commission wishes to inform Ministries of Culture of Member States that the Congress will be held in Nairobi, Kenya from 13 to 17 November 2006 under the General theme of “Culture, Integration and African Renaissance”.
The Commission further wishes to request each Member State to delegate, at its own expense, one senior official in charge of culture to participate in the Congress. 

The Commission encourages Member States which are able to sponsor cultural troupes to participate at the cultural side events at the Congress or to contribute to the exhibition, to inform the Commission for the necessary arrangements. 

The Commission looks forward to receive confirmation of the participation of the senior official designated by each Member State by 15 October 2006 to enable it to finalize the necessary arrangements as regards the Congress.  

For further information, please contact Dr Kamel Esseghairi, Director of Social Affairs, Tel +251 11 5505926 Fax +251 11 5504985, esseghairik@africa-union.org.

The Commission of the African Union avails itself of this opportunity to renew to Ministries of Foreign Affairs/External Relations and Permanent Missions of all Member States of the African Union the assurances of its highest considerations.

Addis Ababa, 11 September 2006

To:
- Ministries of Foreign Affairs/External Relations of all Member States 


of the African Union

-  Permanent Missions of Member States 


of the African Union


Addis Ababa

- Ministries of Culture of all member states
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