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ADDRESS BY THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMISSION 

OF THE AFRICAN UNION

Excellency the Current Chairperson of the African Union,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellences, Heads of State and Government,

Excellency the President of Trinidad and Tobago and Chairman of Caricom,

Excellency, the Secretary General of the United Nations,

Honourable Madam the Speaker of the Pan-African Parliament,

Excellency, Madam the Chairperson of the Economic, Social and Cultural Commission

Excellency, Madam the Chairperson of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights,

Distinguished Guests, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The terrible, tragic, shocking, appalling and, yet, real images of thousands of African Youth assailing European coasts  present us with a challenge and compel us to focus our attention on this issue.

These images illustrate the despair driving the Youth of Africa. They reflect the determination of our youth to reject the status quo and their will to fight on. 

We should be careful; these violent images are harbingers of violence.  Indeed, the situation is fraught with all manner of violence.

It challenges us to combat the structural causes of poverty, to implement programmes to create wealth and promote employment as recommended by the Extraordinary Summit on Employment and Poverty Reduction which was held in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in September 2004; a Summit consistent with the hopes and expectations of our youth; a Summit held in fulfillment of the promises we have made to our youth.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The images we have described further challenge us to engage in a genuine debate with the host countries, an open and frank debate without pre-conditions; a debate unmistakably anchored not only on the imperatives of security, but also, and above all, on our vital need for solidarity and development.

But, of what use is this call to debate when each country engages in unilateral action before anything else?  We the African countries of origin and transit countries, have to be more coherent and more logical in our approach by applying to ourselves what we cannot accept from others.  We must not accept the logic imposed by selective immigration which will irretrievably result in “brain drain”, another pillaging of our countries.

These images, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, further challenge us to, all said and done, implement our decisions on the free movement of persons, goods and services, so that at the end of the day, an African will no longer be considered a stranger in Africa or in any African country.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Our nationals, students, sports men and women, artists, workers, tourists, and even our diplomats have been victims of escalating racist attacks.  This is disconcerting and unacceptable.

We hereby solemnly appeal to all the countries and all sporting associations concerned to take energetic measures to curb these undignified behaviours. The treatment meted out to Africans abroad should serve as a tool for us to assess the quality of our bilateral relations.  No one should claim to be a friend of Africa while at the same time maltreating African citizens.

Your Excellencies Presidents,

Your Majesty,

Brother leader, 

Your Excellencies,

Ladies and gentlemen,

This whole situation should also serve to refresh our memories:

· Refresh our memories so that the truth about historical events, particularly colonial events can be told;

· Refresh our memories so that the crimes of colonialism will be recognized as one of the imperatives of the New Partnership, just as, slavery was recognized as a crime against humanity;

· We should indeed refresh our memories so that our educational and communication programmes may occupy the place they deserve in our common prehistory, our history of slavery, our history of national liberation struggle, our history of Pan-Africanism.  Our programmes should also incorporate shared modules of Civic Education, Environmental Education, and Health Education among others.

Finally, we should refresh our memories so as to truly and genuinely celebrate 25 May:  Africa Day, 9 September:  African Union Day, 1 August: Emancipation Day, and 7 April:  Commemoration of the Rwanda Genocide. This is to ensure that those sad events are not trivialized and the lessons of yesterday will help us to avoid recurrence of these events in the future.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty, 

Brother Leader,

Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Clearly, the conflict situation in our continent is largely responsible for its backwardness or for the poverty of our people.  

Today, we are compelled more than ever before to take urgent and resolute action to address the situation in Darfur-Sudan and in Somalia.

With regard to Darfur, the Abuja Agreement (for which we commend the signatories, notably the Government of Sudan and the SLM, and all our partners) should be implemented without delay. 

We have to provide ourselves the means while counting on the support of our partners, particularly the United Nations. We also have to do everything to improve relations between Chad and Sudan.  The improvement in the situation in Darfur largely depends on stability in Chad. In this respect, we should do everything in our power as a matter of urgency to implement the Tripoli Agreements.

In Somalia we should waste no time to massively support the transitional Government; to encourage dialogue with the Islamist Movements and all other Somalis, based on our principles of tolerance, justice, respect for freedom, respect for human rights and non-violence.

With regard to the Somali dossier, our organization needs to work in cooperation with IGAD and the League of Arab States.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Your Excellency,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I believe we also have to lend support to the on-going initiatives in Côte d’Ivoire alongside the President of the Republic and the Prime Minister, not forgetting the entire political leadership.

We should also support the electoral process in the DRC to prevent the country from becoming mired in a protracted and serious crisis by calling upon all the stakeholders to show a greater sense of compromise, considering the situation in the country.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Conflicts in our Continent lead us to a number of issues:

1. The first is the urgent need to exercise our right to use the principle of “non-indifference” for timely intervention, to prevent conflicts (we can anticipate all the conflicts in Africa and we end up enduring them!).  We should differentiate between African Forces and international forces.

2. The second is the need to accurately evaluate our peace and security keeping capacities, namely, our material, financial and human resources.

We should expedite the establishment of regional brigades as part of the Standby Forces so as to have real, integrated African Forces required by the nature of today’s conflicts, timely and expeditiously.

We call on all States to adhere to the Convention Establishing the Peace and Security Council and support the African Centre for the Study and Research on Terrorism in Algiers.

3. The third is the need to monitor and support countries in the aftermath of conflicts.  We welcome the take-off of the activities of the United Nations Commission responsible for countries in post-conflict situations.

4. The fourth is to resolve, through dialogue, any disputes between countries, so that no act of aggression is committed by one African country against another African country.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Many of these issues could be conveniently resolved once you have exhausted the central themes of this Assembly, namely, the relationship between the government of the Union and the harmonization and rationalization of Regional Economic Communities.  The two issues are intrinsically linked.

The issue of the management of RECs can only be appropriately addressed within the framework of the Union’s strategy.

In 2005, in Abuja and in Sirte, you clearly indicated that the objective of the African Union is to move towards the United States of Africa, although of course, gradually, through phases which are yet to be defined.

It is essential that we reach a consensus or common understanding of these issues in order to transcend the long-standing debate in the AU as an International Cooperation Organ, and the AU as a Regional Integration Organ, and also the other debate on the need for a Secretariat or a real executive to coordinate the African Union.

Our structures, many of our comportments and some of our decisions would then need to be adjusted.  We can only establish an integration organization if the principle of areas of sovereignty to be conceded and areas to be shared is accepted.

The current Regional Economic Communities are more market-oriented than integration-oriented, although integration provides the only possible spaces for equitable and sustainable development.

Owing to their proliferation, their inconsistency with geographical criteria, the overlapping they create or even the cacophony of geographical criteria, they are neither in keeping with the spirit of the Lagos Plan of Action nor that of the Abuja Treaty, now reinforced and superseded since Sirte 1999 by the Constitutive Act of our Organization.

It is essential that integration spaces should be defined at regional level where it could be possible to transfer sovereignty.  These spaces should be managed by clear rules, for it should be impossible in this case that one country belongs to several integration communities, although it could be accepted that one country belongs to several customs unions, commercial unions and economic unions.

In this case, the Secretariats of Regional Communities should develop towards Executive Commissions.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

In the event that we are unable to find a proper definition for the Regional Integration Communities, which presupposes transfer of sovereignty, and that we have to continue with the RECs and the existing Unions, should we not then admit that the transfer of sovereignty should be done at the continental level?

These debates are not superfluous. They must nurture our action and give more coherence to our instruments.  They will also enable us to better determine a proper place for NEPAD, a major, innovative and promising project, which enables us to assume our responsibility.

Mr. Chairperson, 

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

As you did in Sirte in 1999, in Lome in 2000, in Lusaka in 2001, in Durban in 2002, in Maputo in 2003, in Addis Ababa in 2004, in Abuja and Sirte in 2005, I have no doubt that here in Banjul, on the banks of The Gambia River, you will give a fresh impetus to our Organization, a new direction, indeed the appropriate direction to the African Union.

The Union will be our salvation if firmly anchored on Africanity, Negritude and Arabism, foundations of the African Union.

The African Renaissance will be the sure guarantee for Africa’s future, when we resolutely embark on the battle to build the African Nation, our only true Nation, the basis of the United States of Africa.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have no doubt that you will ensure that our Organization is an Organization in which the rule of law prevails.  Indeed, too many protocols and conventions are adopted but have yet to be ratified and signed.  These include:

· The Non-Aggression and Common Defence Pact adopted in Abuja on 31 January 2005 and ratified so far, by only two countries;

· The Additional Protocol to the Convention on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism adopted in Addis Ababa on 2 July 2004 and ratified by only one country;

· The Protocol on the Amendments to the Constitutive Act of the African Union adopted in Maputo on 11 July 2003 and ratified by only 11 countries;

· The African Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption adopted in Maputo on 11 July 2003 and ratified by only 14 countries;

· The Additional Protocol to the African Charter and Human and Peoples’ Rights relating to the rights of women in Africa adopted in Maputo on 11 July 2003 and which entered into force on 25 November 2005.  To date, only 15 countries have signed this Protocol;

· The Convention on the Establishment of the African Energy Commission, adopted on 11 July 2001 in Lusaka, Zambia, and ratified by only 12 countries;

· The Pelindaba Treaty declaring Africa a Nuclear-Weapon-Free Zone, adopted in July 2005, in Cairo, Egypt, and ratified by 20 countries.  For the treaty to become effective, however, 28 countries have to ratify it;

· The Protocol on the Pan-African Parliament, adopted in Sirte, Libya, on 2 March 2001, entered into force on 14 December 2003.  Seven countries are yet to ratify this Protocol;

· The Protocol on the Establishment of the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights adopted in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, on 9 June 1998, came into effect on 25 January 2004.  To date, only 23 countries have ratified this Protocol;

· The Protocol on the Establishment of the Peace and Security Council of the African Union adopted on 9 July 2002, in Durban, South Africa, entered into force on 26 December 2003. 12 countries are yet to ratify this Protocol;

· The OAU Convention on the Prevention and Combating of Terrorism adopted on 14 July 1999, in Algiers, entered into force on 6 December 2002.  17 countries are yet to ratify the Convention;

· The Convention on the Establishment of the African Centre for Fertilizer Development, adopted on February 1981, ratified by only 3 countries and signed by 27 countries;

· The Convention on the establishment of the African Centre for Fertilizers Development, adopted on February 1981, ratified by only 3 countries and signed by 27 countries.

On another note, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, we deem it expedient to sound an urgent appeal for the unreserved and full implementation of the Yamoussoukro Declaration of November 1999. The decision relating to the Yamoussoukro Declaration of 1988, adopted by the Lome Summit of July 2000, is deemed to have entered into force as of August 2002 in all State parties without exception. 

This liberalization of African States in the interest of African airlines has proven to be the perfect solution for enhancing services within the continent, promoting competition, uplifting the quality of resources and reducing air fares among countries.

It is equally important that African countries adhere to and ratify without delay the International Convention on the Protection and Promotion of Diversity in Cultural Expressions.

Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have no doubt in my mind that you will afford the Organization additional resources to implement programmes geared towards achieving true integration and greater commitment to our common positions.

Many countries are yet to pay up their contributions.  Only 12 countries have paid their 2006 contributions, while 11 others are still under sanctions.  Unfortunately, the arrears of contributions are still quite significant, amounting to US$ 93,189,331.27 (this figure includes US$ 53,615,294.39 arrears as of 31 December and outstanding statutory contributions of US$ 39,574,316.88 for the period under review).

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The preparation of African Common positions is of vital importance if we do not want to miss the opportunity to develop genuine strategic development partnerships during the major rendez-vous that were announced, if we want to ensure that our countries do not become mere markets or only a reservoir of raw materials.

Among these rendez-vous, mention can be made of :

· The Non-Aligned Summit in Havana, Cuba, from 15 to 16 September 2006;

· The China/Africa Forum in Beijing from 4 to 5 November 2006;

· The African/South American Summit in Abuja, Nigeria, from 30 November to 1 December 2006;

· The Africa/Caribbean Meeting in South Africa in 2007.

The India/Africa Summit, the 2nd Afro-Arab Summit and the 2nd Africa /EU Summit should be envisaged, it seems to us, in 2007.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen;

I have no doubt that you will leave no stone unturned to strengthen the popular basis of the African Union, to help project African public opinion, ensure respect for our freedom especially the freedom of expression, particularly this year when we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights, to give our civil society and our women their rightful place. Already only 19 countries have ratified the Additional Protocol on the Rights of Women in Africa. Women are still under-represented in numerous sectors.  The Policy Organs of the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) should adopt gender parity, as we have done in the African Union Commission.

Our official delegations, even those attending our Summit, do not yet provide enough places for women.

Mr. Chairperson, 

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

For that which concerns us, I have no doubt that together we will ensure that those who will be serving our organization as workers of the African Union and the RECs, Ambassadors in the PRC, Ministers in the Executive Council act as real Pan-Africanists driven by true Pan-African nationalism rather than by micro-nationalism or national-regionalism that is currently developing as evidenced in the deliberations and attitudes; national-regionalism being a dangerous and harmful trend. 

We must amend all rules that would make the workers of the African Union feel they are serving their countries instead of the Union. Service of regional organizations must be executed by true Pan-Africanists.

I am convinced that the desired reforms, transformations to be made especially at the level of the Commission, the Parliament, among others, and lastly the functioning of Ministerial Technical Committees and the establishment of financial institutions will improve the quality of work and will help us achieve the on-going indispensable institutional transformation and rapidly put in place a culture of good governance.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Unless this transformation is realized, our organization will continue to resist change and will remain a body incapable of taking timely action, incapable of telling its members the truth or just simply telling the truth and taking real and effective action on African realities.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I have an unwavering faith in a united Africa, in the African Union and in the United States of Africa.

I firmly believe that the Agenda for Africa must be implemented by Africans themselves; I believe that we must first rely on ourselves and that we are, by the grace of God, masters of our destiny.  This, I firmly believe.

Mr. Chairperson,

Your Majesty,

Brother Leader,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I will do my utmost to ensure that in 2007 I am in a position to hand over the baton, under the best possible conditions, to the future and next Chairperson of the Commission.

I am convinced, Excellencies, that you will create the conditions to guarantee that the new Commission and the new Chairperson of the Commission who you will elect in 2007 start work under auspicious conditions.

I wish you full success in your deliberation!

May God inspire and assist you!

May God watch over our country, Africa!

I thank you for your kind attention.
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