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 PRESS STATEMENT on the elections of 30 July 2006 in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) 

The Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU), today 4 August 2006, was briefed by the Commission and the Ambassador of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Permanent Representative to the AU, on the elections held in the DRC on 30 July 2006.

The Council commended the Congolese people who went to the polls in very large numbers, on 30 July 2006, in a peaceful and orderly manner, which was an expression of their commitment to peace, security, stability and democracy.

The Council congratulated the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) for the quality of the organization of the polls held on 30 July, despite the challenges faced, particularly regarding the size of the country, the lack of communication infrastructure and of an established pluralist electoral tradition in the DRC.

The Council also congratulated the Commission of the AU, the States, the Regional Economic Communities, as well as the other national and international institutions that deployed observer missions.  The Council welcomed the effective leadership shown by the AU Mission in coordinating all the African observer missions, while ensuring continuous liaison with the other observer missions. In this respect, the Council endorsed the joint statement issued in Kinshasa by the international observer missions on 1 August 2006, as well as that issued by the AU, the Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS) and South Africa, on 2 August 2006.

The Council appealed to all concerned, as well as to the media, to refrain from any statement or action likely to impact negatively on the electoral process and on the successful conclusion of the transition in the DRC.

The Council reiterated that the IEC is the only organ authorized to announce the provisional results of the elections and urged the candidates to accept the results of the elections and, in the case of disputes, to scrupulously respect the electoral appeal procedures afforded by the law.
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