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Reference: DCI/BCP/......
The Commission of the African Union presents its compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and to all Permanent Representations of Member States of the African Union in Addis Ababa, and has the honour to inform them of the preparatory measures put in place to ensure smooth media coverage of the 16th African Union Summit scheduled to take place from 24- 31 January 2011, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

In this regard, the Commission would like to inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and all the esteemed Representations that, the Division of Communication and Information (DCI) has developed an online accreditation system for journalists, aimed at providing a fast and efficient means for journalists to submit their accreditation requests.
The online accreditation forms as well as information regarding the necessary requirements for accreditation are now available at the following address: http://au.int/en/summit/16thsummit/accreditation. 

Consequently, the Commission would be grateful if the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Permanent Representations of AU Member States could kindly inform the journalists from their respective countries, of the existence of the online accreditation system as well as encourage them to submit their applications online. The Commission however wishes to call the attention of all the journalists that the deadline for submission of the accreditation forms is slated for 15 January 2011.

The Division of Communication and Information would also wish to inform the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and all the Permanent Representations of the African Union based in Addis Ababa that journalists who could not successfully submit their applications online can still use the previous methods of accreditation i.e. e-mail, fax, post or hand delivery. Forms and other details are available at http://au.int/en/summit/16thsummit. The contact person responsible for accreditation in the DCI is:
Mrs. Rahel Akalewold, 

Division of Communication and Information

African Union Commission

Room 015

PO Box 3243

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Fax: + 251 11 551 12 99

E-mail: rahela@africa-union.org .
The Commission also kindly requests the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and the Permanent Representations of AU Member States to inform the journalists that two types of badges are required in order to gain access into the plenary halls and that these should be collected immediately on arrival in Addis Ababa to avoid inconviences. The badges are: 

· A security badge to be issued by the Ethiopian authorities; 
· A conference badge issued by the Commission 

(All information is available in a Media Advisory Note which is posted on: http://au.int/en/summit/16thsummit.
The Commission of the African Union avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and to all Permanent Representations of Member States of the African Union in Addis Ababa, the assurances of its highest consideration.

                                                  Addis Ababa, 4th January 2011
To:  


· The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Federal 

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

· All Permanent Representatives of Member States of the African Union,


Addis Ababa

Cc: 
H.E. the Chairperson of the African Union Commission


H.E. the Deputy Chairperson of the African Union Commission

The Chief of Staff, Bureau of the AUC Chairperson

The Secretary to the Commission
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