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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION
Press Release 

African Union Deploys Observation Mission for the Southern Sudan Referendum- 2011
Khartoum,  6 January, 2011 :The African Union Commission deployed 110 observers  from different AU member states to carry out transparent, neutral and comprehensive analysis of the  referendum process in Southern Sudan ,scheduled to began on January, 9th  2011.
The Chief  observer of the African Union Mission to Southern Sudan is Dr.Victor Tonchi ,Chairperson of Namibia Electoral Commission.

The population of South Sudan estimated 8.26 million inhabitants, out of which more than 3.5 million are registered to participate in the referendum, which will give them the chance to vote on whether to remain united with the north or secede.

Worth recalling that negotiations between the regime and the SPLA produced results only after international mediation. In June 2002, both sides agreed that a referendum on self-determination for the South would be held within six years of a peace agreement.
Roughly 2 million people have died as a result of war, and famine and disease caused by the conflict in Southern Sudan. 
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