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ARRIVAL STATEMENT OF THE AFRICAN UNION OBSERVER MISSION TO THE SOUTHERN SUDAN REFERENDUM 

09-15 JANUARY 2011
In response to the invitation of the Southern Sudan Referendum Commission (SSRC), H.E Jean Ping, Chairperson of the Commission of the African Union (AU), dispatched an Observer Mission to the Sudan to observe the Referendum to be  conducted from  9 to 15 January  2011.
The AU Observer Mission is led by Dr. Victor Tonchi, Chairperson of the Electoral Commission of Namibia.  The Mission is composed of  110 members  drawn from National Electoral Commissions, National Parliaments, the Pan-African Parliament (PAP), the Economic, Social and Cultural Council  (ECOSOC) of the AU, Regional Legislative Assemblies and Regional Economic Communities (RECs), Ambassadors, prominent individuals, and members of civil societies from various African countries. The Mission is assisted by a technical staff from the AU Commission.
Based on the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) and in line with the communiqué of Peace and Security Council of AU of  21 December 2010,  the AU Commission has sent this Mission to observe the conduct of the Referendum. The Referendum permits the people of South Sudan to confirm the unity of Sudan or secede.   
The main objective of the Mission is to make an objective, independent and impartial observation of the Referendum in Sudan.

In particular, the Mission is expected to:

(i) Determine whether  the Referendum was conducted in accordance with the  CPA and SSRC guidelines.
(ii) Determine whether the Referendum environment has been  conducive  for voters to participate and exercise their fundamental rights.
(iii) Establish whether the participating political parties, agencies and groups have been satisfied with the preparations for and conduct of the Referendum.

(iv) Determine the inclusiveness of the  voters’ roll,   whether some voters have been disenfranchised, and whether the register is complete, accurate and up to date.

(v) Evaluate the level of voters’ awareness and whether the voters’ right to choose freely and the secrecy of the ballot were guaranteed, upheld and protected.

(vi) Identify and  record electoral flashpoints and/or malpractices. 
(vii) Assess whether  the  media coverage and conduct  have been in conformity with the conduct of a free and  fair Referendum.
(viii) Evaluate transparency and adequacy  of the voting,  counting, and  collation processes; as well as the announcement of the results. 

(ix) Establish whether the results of the Referendum are  true reflection of the democratically expressed will of the people of South Sudan.
The Mission members will return to Khartoum on  16 January 2011  to prepare a Preliminary statement and  a Report that will be submitted to the AU Commission. 

The Observer Mission, would like to commend  the Government of Sudan and the Government of Southern Sudan (GOSS) for this historic event  which is in consonance with the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  The Mission appeals to all stakeholders to  ensure the conduct of free, fair and peaceful Referendum.

Issued at the AU Observer Mission Office

Grand Holiday Villa Hotel

Khartoum

07 January  2011

For further information contact: 0920668447; 0920668446
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