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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

Press Release No. 002/2011
AUC DEPUTY CHAIRPERSON IN DISCUSSIONS TO STRENGTHEN COOPERATION WITH GERMANY

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 11 January 2011- A meeting between the Deputy Chairperson of the AU Commission Mr Erastus Mwencha and the Director General for Africa in the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation & Development Mr Friedrich Kitschelt, who was representing his Minister Mr. Niebel took place on Tuesday, January 11 at the AUC in Addis Ababa. Mr Mwencha was representing the Chairperson Dr Jean Ping. 

The two leaders discussed issues of common interest concerning different types of cooperation between the Federal Republic of Germany and the African Union. Among them were peace and security, water, governance, and institutional capacity building which form the core areas of cooperation. 

Describing the cooperation as long term, Mr Kitschelt highlighted Germany’s continued willingness to support Africa’s efforts to get rid of poverty, and to develop. He underscored that Germany supports the AU both at a bilateral level and through its membership of the European Union.

Finally, the DG conveyed an invitation to the AUC Chairperson Dr Ping from the German Minister of Economic Cooperation & Development Mr Niebel, to visit Germany in the course of 2011.

AUC Deputy Chairperson Mr Mwencha noted that the world is living in a time of global economic crises, where many countries have cut back on their assistance. But, he expressed his gratitude and that of the AU, to the German government for giving its commitment to continue to fight poverty and for peace and security. He assured the Director General that the AU cherishes the support and collaboration in the main areas of water, peace and security, governance and institutional capacity building.

AU delegates to the meetings included the Commissioner for Economic Affairs Dr Maxwell Mkwezalamba, the Chief of Staff in the Office of the Chairperson Ambassador John Shinkaiye, directors and other senior members of staff. 
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