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Experts from AU Member states

I wish to extend a warm welcome to you all to this meeting of experts from AU member states which begins today. I hope that even as you engage on the substantive issues of this meeting, you will take time to enjoy in our Beautiful City in the Sun, Nairobi.

We have been looking forward to this moment which sets off the pace for the official Launch of the African Women’s Decade this Friday. This forum and the entire Launch activities have been put together by the National Organizing Committee, under the able leadership of our Hon. Minister for Gender and the African Union Commission who have worked tirelessly since June this year when Kenya was selected to host the Launch of the Decade.  Our development partners have also contributed immensely towards the success of this programme by providing both technical and financial support.

This meeting of experts will be very important as it will inform the discussions of the Ministers Meeting on Thursday. I want to assure you that all the preparations have been made to make your stay comfortable and to enable you adequately tackle the task ahead of you around the theme: Grassroots Approach to Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment 
Africa has come a long way in the journey towards gender equality, the path has not been easy but this experts meeting presents us with an opportunity to think clearly together, review our strategies and come up with actions that can accelerate efforts to advance the status of women in the region.  We know there is a lot to celebrate and much more to anticipate for there are many glaring gaps as we focus on the 10 thematic areas of the Decade.

The Kenyan people, in particular the struggle of Kenya women has brought about positive change in the gender agenda. The parallel Programme which is running along with the experts and ministers meeting will further enrich and shape the debate on gender equality on concrete actions for the next ten years.

 During the three days of the experts meeting, let us feel inspired and get set for   some constructive discussion and deliberations on enhancing our joint efforts in Africa, as partners with a similar mission.
Let us continue to adhere to our principles and commitments 
Thank you
