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website :   www. africa-union.org


DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

ADVISORY FOR MEDIA
LAUNCH OF AFRICAN WOMEN’S DECADE TO TAKE PLACE ON 15 OCTOBER IN KENYA

Addis Ababa, 6 October 2010- The African Women’s Decade will be launched on 15 October 2010, at the Kenyatta Conference Center in Nairobi Kenya. 

The occasion is highly significant on the African Union calendar for 2010 as it was the AU Heads of State and Government who declared 2010-2020 as the African Women’s Decade at their February 2009 Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Consequently the Launch of the Decade has been planned to coincide with the International Rural Women’s Day, which is also on 15 October. It is also in line with the theme of the Decade which is “Grassroots approach to Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment. 

The launch will be preceded by important forums including: an experts meeting to be held on 10 and 11 October and a ministerial meeting on 14th October

The launch itself will be attended by AU Heads of States and Government, first ladies, Vice Presidents, AU Ministers of Women, Gender, Social Development, men champions for gender equality and women’s empowerment, gender activists, development partners, Civil Society Organization (CSO’s), academia, the private sector and grassroots women. 

In order to ensure the success of the launch and its preceding meetings, the Commission of the African Union has been working closely with the relevant Ministries in Kenya and the Kenyan Embassy in Ethiopia.
The African Women’s Decade aims to advance gender equality by accelerating implementation of Dakar, Beijing and AU Assembly Decisions on Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment (GEWE), through dual top down and bottom up approach which is inclusive of grassroots participation.

The objective of the African Women’s Decade is to re-invigorate commitments to accelerated implementation of agreed global and regional commitments of gender equality and women empowerment (GEWE). Special focus will be on these ten themes:

Fighting Poverty and Promoting Economic Empowerment of Women and Entrepreneurship: Agriculture and Food Security:  Health, Maternal Mortality and HIV&AIDS; Education, Science and Technology; Environment and Climate Change; Peace and Security and Violence Against Women; Governance and Legal Protection; Finance and Gender Budgets; Women In Decision Making positions; Young Women’s Movements. 
All media representatives are invited to attend the launch and its programmes. The full programme is attached; Media inquiries and requests for interviews may be forwarded to Mrs Wynne Musabayana; Deputy Head of Communication and Information; AUC on wynnemusabayana@yahoo.com. 
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DRAFT PROGRAMME – NGO SIDE EVENTS
THE AFRICAN WOMEN’S DECADE

THEME: GENDER EQUALITY AND WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT (GEWE): A   BOTTOM UP APPROACH

KENYATA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE, NAIROBI, KENYA

10-15 OCTOBER 2010

FRIDAY 8 OCTOBER 2010

Conference Registration


SATURDAY 9 OCTOBER 2010

Conference Registration and NGO Forum





09.00 
   -
17.00.
:
NGOs Forum











:
Youth Forum






:
Children’s Forum






:
Media Forum

RECEPTION FOR NGOS

SUNDAY 10 OCTOBER 2010 

OPTIONAL WALK: 10-10-10 FOR CLIMATE CHAMGE

Conference Registration

11. 00       – 
13.00
 : 
Meeting for the Regional NGOs

14.00       -       16.00
: 
Meeting for NGOs thematic Caucuses 









                                                 Preparation of the NGO Communiqué

MONDAY 11 OCTOBER 2010

09.30      -        10.30   :
NGOs attend the Official opening of the
 Experts Meeting   for the  Continental Launch of the African Women’s Decade

                                                       (Selected group of Regional NGOs attend Expert Meeting)

12.15      -         12.30   :           Representative of the NGOs reads the Communiqué from Civil Society
NGO Parallel Events and Caucuses Schedule

	Date 
	Time
	Location
	Tent
	Description
	Organisastion

	2010/11/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	one
	Meeting of Facilitators, Rapportures and Technical Assistants
	Attendants: 

· Kenya National Organizing Committee

· AU Steering Committee

· AWD Continental Committee(Committee of of 30)

· NGO Anchor



	2010/11/01
	10:00 
	KICC
	two
	Education, Science and Technology: Girls only workshop: Educating Girls in a Third World Country – Achieving Universal Primary Education
	FAWE Regional Office

	2010/11/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	three
	Patriarchy at Cross road, Making it work for Gender and Development


	Panellists:  MEGAN, MEW, Male Champions for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010/11/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	one
	AU Decade for Youth: Unpacking the Youth Charter from a Gender Perspective
	Panelists: AU Director for Education, Science and Technology (Au to send list of Youth Stakeholders) 



	
	14:00
	KICC
	two
	AU Decade for Persons with Disabilities
	Panelists: AU Director for Social Affairs, Representative from the Decade Secretariat in Cape Town, Regional CSO networks on different types of disabilities

	2010/11/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	three
	Face to Face with Rural Women 
	Panelists: International Rural Women’s Secretariat

Rural Women representatives from 

· Africa

· Asia

· Latin America

· The Carribean,

· Europe 

· North America 



	
	18.000
	KICC
	One
	Launch of AU Gender Policy and Compendium of African Women Professionals
	AUC/UNFPA



	
	18.000
	KICC
	Two
	Open
	

	
	18.000
	KICC
	Three
	Open
	


TUESDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2010 

NGO Parallel Events and Caucuses Schedule

	Date 
	Time
	Location
	Tent
	Description
	Organization

	2010/12/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	one
	Face to Face with the AU Organs
	Panelists- PAP, ECOSOCC, The Executive Council, PRC, ACHPR, ACJ, ACC, 

	2010/12/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	two
	Face to Face with AU Technical Agencies 
	Panelists: AU-IBAR, PANVAC, NEPAD, APRM, ….(Full list to be provided)

	2010/12/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	three
	Face to Face with African Regional Economic Communities (RECs) 
	Co-Chair H.E Deputy Chairperson/ President, African Development Bank

Panelists: COMESA, SADC, EAC, IGAD, ECOWAS, CENSAD, UMA, ….(Full list to be provided)

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010/12/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	one
	Peace and Security and Violence Against Women: Peace Education and how it can protect women and prevent war
	Panelists: Angie Brooks Centre, Liberia

Ecowas Gender Centre

Karen School for the Military

African Union PSD/WGDD

	2010/12/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	two
	Peace and Security and Violence Against Women: Changing fortunes; post war, political, economic opportunities and their participation and empowerment in countries emerging from conflict
	Panelists: Mano River Women’s Network, Angie Brooks Centre and Club of Madrid



	2010/12/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	three
	Governance and Share Values

Unpacking Shared Values from A gender Perspective-Linking AWD to January Summit Theme 


	Penalist; AU Commissioner for Political Affairs

APRM Panel Member

UNDP Governance Cluster

Facilitator-NEPAD Kenya CEO

	
	18.000
	KICC
	One
	Face to Face with African Women in the Diaspora
	AUWC

UK-WILPF



	
	18.000
	KICC
	Two
	Open
	

	
	18.000
	KICC
	Three
	Open
	


WEDNESDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2010 

NGO Parallel Events and Caucuses Schedule

	Date 
	Time
	Location
	Tent
	Description
	Organization

	2010/13/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	one
	Round Table on 1325: The African Experience 
	Co-Chairs

Mary Robison /Bineta DIOP



	2010/13/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	two
	Meeting of First Ladies on Launching of WCI Programm in January 2011 Summit
	Co-Chair First Lady of Malawi and President of Women’s Campaign International

Co-Facilitators-AUC Gender  Director and US Amb. to the CSW

	2010/13/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	three
	Fighting Poverty and Promoting Economic Empowerment of women as Entrepreneurs: Wealth Creation of African Women
	Co-Chairs-AU Commissioner for Trade and Industry and UNDP Administrator

Facilitator- Chairperson, AU Women’s Committee

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, CSOs, World Vision) 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010/13/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	one
	Agriculture and Food Security: From Primary to Secondary Production: The Gender gap on the food supply chain Challenges African Women Face in Developing and Owning Land;  Organic Farming Subsistence to Small Scale Farming and Informal Trade,


	Co-Chairs-AU Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural development and Executive Director the World Food Program

Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, CSOs, Development Partners

FAO, WFP,AFRACA, FARA

UNDP, CLEAR-Women

	2010/13/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	two
	Health, Maternal Mortality and HIV/AIDS:  

Access to Reproductive Health Services in Africa

HIV/AIDS Burden, nutrition, care, Access to treatment/ARVs


	Co Chairs-AU Commissioner for Social Affairs and UNFPA Executive Director 

Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, CSOs, Development Partners

(EASSI, White Ribbon

IPPAS, RHRA, Ghana,)

AWCFS, DTM



	2010/12/10
	18.00 
	KICC
	All Tents 
	Open space for networking
	

	2010/13/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	three
	Education, Science and Technology: 

Beyond Universal Primary Education: acquiring basic life skills, sharpening technical skills and training for the formal employment sector

	Co-Chairs-AU Commissioner for 

Education, Science and Technology and Kenya’s Permanent for Higher Education 

Facilitator- Education , Science and Technology Secretary, 

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, Development Partners, CSOs (FAWE, AUDecade for Edu, (CRADLE,)


THURSDAY 14TH OCTOBER 2010 

NGO Parallel Events and Caucuses Schedule

	Date 
	Time
	Location
	Tent
	Description
	Organization

	2010/14/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	one
	Environment and Climate Change:

Women’s participation in Mitigating climate change, Access to Climate Change and Green Energy packages, and Participating in the Green Economy
	Co-Chairs- Executive Director of UNEP and Prf. Wangari Maathai (2004 Nobel)

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, Development Partners, CSOs (Green Belt Movement , ACTS, Climate Africa)

	2010/14/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	two
	Peace, Security and Violence Against Women: stop discrimination and VAW in the name of culture


	Co-Chairs-AU Commissioner for 

Peace and Security and UN Rapporture for VAW

Facilitator- Kenyan Ambassador to THE African Union

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, (Gender Violence Cluster, UNIFEM ) RECS, AU Organs, Development Partners, CSOs,( FAS, ACCORD, ISS, Nairobi Peace Initiative, PeaceNet )

	2010/14/10
	10:00 
	KICC
	three
	Government and Legal Protection: Revisitng African Instruments, The Women’s Protocal, AUGender Policy, Solemn Declaration for Gender Equality, the APRM and the Charter on Human and People’s Rights.

	Co-Chairs-AU Commissioner for 

Political Affairs and Member of PRC (Amb of Nigeria)

Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, (Gender Violence Cluster, UNIFEM ) RECS, AU Organs, Development Partners, CSOs,, WILDAF,FIDA, CWL, Alliance,

KEWOPA), COVAW, FIDA, Equality Now RECESSPA, UNIFEM, SOAWR, EASSI


	
	
	
	
	
	

	2010/14/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	one
	Finance and Gender Budget: Financial and Economic Crisis from a gender perspective, Strategies for 

unleashing Funds from New Economic Stimulus Packages from G8, G20, World Bank etc for African Women’s development

	Co Chairs-AU Commissioner for 

Economic Affairs and HE. Graca Machel

Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee

Panelists: UN Thematic Leader, RECS, AU Organs, Development Partners, CSOs,

Equity Bank, UNDP, Pamoja Trust, Equity Bank, Kenya Women’s Finance Trust, African Women Development Fund, (Ghana)

World Bank Representative


	2010/14/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	two
	Women in Decision Making: work with men; principles, priorities and partnership

Men for Equality of Men and Women,

	Co-Chairs-Foreign Affairs Minister, Republic of Liberia and Rwanda- Representing AU Female Foreign Ministers
Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee

Panellists: UN, RECs, AU Organs(PAP), 

	2010/14/10
	14:00 
	KICC
	three
	Mentoring African Youth (men and women) to be Champions for Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment
	Co-Chairs-Foreign Affairs Minister, Republic of South Africa and Siera Leone

Facilitator- AU Women’s Committee, 

PanelLists: PAWO, YWCA, Youth Agenda, YWLI, TCI, KYCEP, MEGEN - Men for Gender Equality Now, MEW-



	2010/14/10
	18.00
	KICC
	
	A Call to Support the Fund for African Women

Reception

	Chairperson -African Union Commission

Co-Respondents- President, Global Economic Empowerment 

Of  Women and Dr. Mo Ibrahim, President, Mo Ibrahim Foundation

Facilitator: Director, Gender, Women and Development AUC

Vote of Thanks: President ENYO


FRIDAY 15TH OCTOBER 2010 
Official Launch of the African Women’s Decade-Open session
Departure at will

_1088413578

