CAMDCCP/EXP/3(IV)

	AFRICAN UNION
	[image: image1.png]9)





	UNION AFRICAINE

	
[image: image2.png]SAAY A




	
	UNIÃO AFRICANA

	


4TH SESSION OF THE AFRICAN UNION 

CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS FOR

DRUG CONTROL AND CRIME PREVENTION

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA

28 SEPTEMBER TO 02 OCTOBER 2010

CAMDCCP/EXP/3(IV)
THEME: TURNING THE TIDE OF DRUGS AND CRIME IN AFRICA – FROM POLICY TO ACTION
Statement by the African Union Commissioner for Social Affairs, H.E. Adv. Bience Gawanas, at the opening of the Ministerial Meeting, 1 October 2010, 10:00; AU Conference Centre
Statement by the African Union Commissioner for Social Affairs, H.E. Adv. Bience Gawanas, at the opening of the Ministerial Meeting, 4th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers in Charge of Drug Control and Crime Prevention, 1 October 2010, 10:00, AU Conference Centre

Your Excellency, Ato Girma Wolde-Giogis, President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,
Your Excellencies, Ambassadors present here,
Hon. Minister, United Republic of Tanzania, Chairperson of the 3rd Session of CAM Drug Control and Crime Prevention, and AU Ministers in Charge of Drug Control and Crime Prevention present here today,

Distinguished Professor Hamid Ghodse, President of the International Narcotics Control Board,
Mr Francis Maertens, Deputy Executive Director, UN Office on Drugs and Crime, Vienna,

Distinguished Stakeholder Partners,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is an honour and privilege for me to participate in this Opening Session of the Ministerial Meeting of the 4th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers in Charge of Drug Control and Crime Prevention. First of all, I wish to extend to all present here, the warm greetings and welcome of H.E. Dr Jean Ping, the Chairperson of the African Union Commission, who, as you know, personally takes the Continent’s safety and security very seriously. From my side, as I stand here today, I am reminded of a Kenyan proverb which proclaims that, “Rushing is not important, but making sure is”.  
Today and tomorrow, Honourable Ministers, through your efforts at this meeting, you will attempt to make sure that Africa will no more fall prey to the continuing onslaught of drug abuse, trafficking and organised criminal groups.  As we are all well aware, these criminal groups target our most vulnerable citizens, the ones whose voices we cannot always hear.  I am talking about the poorest of our poor that fall victim to criminals, drug peddlers, traffickers, and warlords who are the ones targeted and forced into prostitution or maimed and killed as drug mules – all to enrich those few who have noticed the desperation of our people.
In January 2008, the AU Executive Council endorsed the decisions of the Third Session of the African Union Conference of Ministers of Drugs Control and Crime Prevention which was held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 03 – 07 December 2007, and called on Member States to renew their commitment to the fight against the scourge of drug abuse and trafficking and related crimes; and urged Member States to fully implement the Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012) in collaboration with stakeholders, and to submit progress reports to the AU Commission every two years.  There was also a call on the International Community to assist Member States in developing and implementing appropriate national and regional strategies to combat illicit drugs and crime, and a request to the AU Commission and Regional Economic Communities, in collaboration with relevant partners, to follow-up on and monitor the implementation of the Plan of Action and report to the AU policy organs every two years.

However, since the Executive Council Meeting, almost three years ago, reported cases of drug trafficking on the Continent had been on the increase, with revenue generated from illicit activities even distorting some economies and destabilising some African countries. Our Continent continues to be a major transport point for cocaine being smuggled from Latin America to Europe, and heroin from Afghanistan to Europe and North America.  Moreover, worrisome trends in the spreading of drug abuse in all communities on the Continent were observed. Today, Africa is facing a severe and complex drug problem: not only drug trafficking, but also production and consumption.  Serious consequences in terms of health, development and security are inevitable.

Subsequently, in January 2009, the AU Assembly of Heads of State and Governments at the Twelfth Ordinary Session of the Assembly recognised that drug trafficking has become a major challenge to security and governance in Africa and called upon all Member States to join in the fight against drug trafficking in all regions of the Continent and requested the Commission, in collaboration with the UN, its Specialized Agency on Drug Control, as well as the Regional Economic Communities, to intensify the fight against drug trafficking in Africa. 

Drug trafficking is only one illicit activity in Africa. The Continent is becoming a free economic zone for all sorts of trafficking:  drugs, migrants, guns, hazardous waste and natural resources, in addition to having the world's most dangerous waterways because of piracy.
Your Excellencies, Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,  
Economic analysis has consistently shown that weak rule of law leads to weak socio-economic performance:  in countries ravaged by crime and corruption, and where governments have lost control of their land, the poor suffer the most, and the services provided to them get delayed, or never arrive.  As we all know, the poorest -- the so-called "bottom billion" -- have little or no access to justice, health and education. Poverty-ridden countries are the most vulnerable to crime, and pay the highest price in terms of erosion of social and human capital, loss of domestic savings, reduction of foreign investment, white-collar exodus, increased instability, and faltering democracy. Therefore, reducing the threat posed by crime can help eradicate extreme poverty. Instability caused by drugs and crime has an impact on development, and vice versa. 

Poorly-governed countries are the most vulnerable to crime, and pay the highest price in terms of erosion of social and human capital, loss of domestic savings, reduction of foreign investment, white-collar exodus, increased instability, and faltering democracy. 
What can be done?  First and foremost, we must strengthen the development of our judicial systems and the rule of law at national level. The greater challenge is for our Member States to also be capacitated to address the trans-national organized crime threat. Secondly, we must strengthen information-sharing among affected countries in order to disrupt trafficking networks. The platform of this Ministerial Conference, with the assistance of the AU Commission and Regional Economic Communities can galvanise the mentioned information sharing efforts to the benefit of us all.

Reducing crime furthermore means investing in security and justice. With tight budgets all around, this may entail dovetailing activities of security ministries towards justice promotion with ministries responsible for social development, such as education and health. 
Your Excellencies, Honourable Ministers, Ladies and Gentlemen,
During this 4th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention, the Commission looks forward to receive political guidance on priority focal areas for the remaining two years of the coordinating the implementation of the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012).  With its strengthened human capacity in the Division Social Welfare, Vulnerable Groups, Drug Control and Crime Prevention, and particularly in the Drug Control and Crime Prevention Unit in the Department of Social Affairs, the Commission is confident that it will be able to deliver on executing the priorities in drug control and crime prevention identified at this Session by the Honourable Ministers.
Let me conclude on the Kenyan proverb again - we can make sure our efforts bear fruit, based on the good news that our Continent is one rich in heritage and traditions whereby we care for each other.  We all know that it takes a whole village to raise a child and today that child is the future of our beloved Continent.  That child needs protection from these outside forces that do not have our best interest at heart.  Africa is rich beyond measure; we are rich in culture, in history and in resources, especially the most important resource of all, our human resources.  Let us no more waste our efforts in fighting individual fires.  No, let us find the courage to stand up to this challenge by engaging in the dynamics, by ensuring we understand the root causes, the dimensions, and the agents involved.  Let us make sure that this menace is eradicated and keep our Continent safe for our children.
I thank you.
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