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Ladies and Gentlemen

I bring to you all, warm greetings and best wishes from the African Union Commission and, in particular, our Chairperson, Dr. Jean PING.

I would like to, first of all, register our appreciation to the Government and people of The Netherlands for hosting us and placing excellent facilities at our disposal. Our gratitude also extends to the Word Bank, FAO and the governments of Norway, New Zealand, Ethiopia, Mexico and Vietnam for co-organising this Conference. And I cannot proceed without saying how impressed I was by the official opening ceremony yesterday afternoon, which had rich messages and insightful entertainment, that all gave us food for thought for this Conference and beyond.

I have been asked to present the outcomes of the African Conference on Agriculture Food Security and Climate Change which was held on 6-8 September 2010 in Addis Ababa but I will sum them up as I can see many of you who attended it are in the audience and I have also noted that its outcomes have already been posted on the Website of this Conference which is good publicity and information sharing.

Now, before I give you the highlights of the Addis Ababa Conference, let me state that we are pleased by these collective efforts to place agriculture in its rightful place. As clearly articulated yesterday at the official opening of this Conference, this has been a critical missing link for nearly three decades when both our own domestic investment and overseas development assistance to agriculture, especially in Africa, went down by a factor of 6.

We are happy that this loophole is being plugged because for us in Africa agriculture is very important perhaps more than for any other continent. As you may be aware, on average 70% of our population are engaged in agriculture for employment, for income, for food and for pasture, in a nutshell, for livelihood. In many countries in Africa, agriculture contributes 2/3 of our Gross Domestic Product (GDP). We, therefore, believe that supporting agriculture is supporting the life-line of Africa and we thank all our partners for this collective and collaborative effort and support.
Let me also inform you that in 2003 when the African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) was adopted by African Heads of State and Government, it was estimated that to implement this programme we needed about US$13 billion per annum up to the year 2015. At the same time, Africa’s import bill for  food and agricultural commodities stood at about US$22 billion. This showed that Africa had the same capacity  to import food as its capacity to invest in an agricultural endowment fund. But since then, things have since changed. Africa’s annual food import bill now stands at about US$33 billion. Our tremendous potential is not being exploited. It, therefore, behoves us to optimally exploit this potential and we are now determined more than ever before to do so.    We are coming to this Conference to share with you this determination and seek your continued support.
We are also happy that agriculture is being brought up in the climate change discourse at this Conference. We have already included it in Africa’s common position for the global climate change negotiations in the run up to the 16th Conference of Parties (CoP16) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the Kyoto Protocol due in Cancun Mexico. This highlight of agriculture is because beside low public and private investment, agriculture has been adversely affected by climate change and climate variability. Hence, the need to address both investment and climate change, as this Hague Conference and the previous Addis Ababa Conference, place a similar emphasis.

I thought I should stress this point because it was in realisation of agriculture’s importance as the mainstay of our economies and livelihoods that the African Heads of State and Government adopted the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) in 2003. In the same spirit, they have since held a number of Summits which have been dedicated to specific aspects of agriculture. The latest of them was in July 2009 in Sirte in the aftermath of the global food crisis. The African leaders focused on the Theme: Investing in Agriculture for Economic Growth and Food Security. At the same time, the African Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their resolve to accelerate their support to agricultural production, productivity, food and nutrition security. It is this resolve that has manifested itself in over 20 countries successfully conducting multi-stakeholder consultations known as country round-tables that have culminated in CAADP compacts which encapsulate multi-stakeholder consensus and partners’ buy-in on the key priorities and drivers of the agricultural sector on the continent. This has paved the way for evidence-based investment plans many of which  have been jointly reviewed and are beginning to be funded both by African governments increasing their budgetary allocation to agriculture as required by the CAADP target, that is, at least 10% of the national budget; and also the development partners have, in complement, stepped up support especially since the July 2009 L’Aquila G8 Summit that has since seen the creation of the Global Fund for Agriculture and Food Security Programme (GAFSP) which is in the World Bank. 

The need to have credible policies and programmes for agriculture., which incorporate climate change, was reiterated during the interventions by the African Ministers that participated in the Addis Ababa 6-8 September Conference on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change.

Countries in Africa are already putting in place climate change adaptation programmes and beginning to implement them  with their limited resources and competing demands. Because of the increased intensity and frequency of climate change disastrous impacts, countries have devoted some of the resources otherwise meant for other planned socioeconomic programmes, to now deal with climate change .This is what again makes us value this Global Conference because it is bringing our international partners  together on the need to support our efforts for adaptation and mitigation against climate change in the sector of agriculture which also has the value of carbon sequestration in addition to its enormous potential in relation to Africa’s pursuit of Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). There are already promising and successful examples which, if replicated, can make a big difference. Some of these examples will be looked at during this Conference.
Having said that, I wish now to focus on the summary of recommendations that emanated from the Addis Conference:

1. The Addis Conference called upon developed countries and all partners, as a matter of priority, to support piloting and upscaling early-action programmes in climate-smart agriculture and food security with emphasis on adaptation that creates a synergy with mitigation;

2. Also Parties to the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol at CoP16 were called upon to agree on the decision that will put in place a framework  for a Programme of Work  on Agriculture that has potential of creating an incentive mechanism to support climate-smart agriculture and food security in a holistic manner.

3. The Addis Conference also called upon the international community to create space for the participation of small-holdings, pastoral areas and other sectors in the compliance and voluntary carbon trading. The need for necessary infrastructure at regional, sub-regional and national levels to simplify access to the carbon market, was recommended.

4. On the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP), the Conference stressed the need for making resources available by developed countries and Africa’s partners to accelerate the implementation of the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) by increasing financial support to country agricultural investment plans towards climate – smart agriculture and food security interventions.

5. Developed-country parties and partners were called upon to provide adequate financial support to Africa to enable her tackle adverse effects of climate change, noting that public finance should be the main source of funding to ensure the sustainability, predictability and adequacy of funding, bearing in mind that private and market finance can play a complementary role.

Those, in brief, were the areas of emphasis articulated at the 6-8 September Conference in Addis Ababa on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate change. I would like to request that this Hague Conference endorses all the recommendations as contained in the Addis Ababa Communique.  We were honoured in Addis Ababa to be joined by Honourable Ministers of The Netherlands and Norway as well as the Chief Negotiator of France, among our principal partners. Participants requested that the Hague Conference considers those recommendations in the roadmap for action on climate change.
Your Excellencies, Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, I wish to call upon early champions of action for the African agenda during this global Hague Conference.

Perhaps as I conclude, I would like to inform you that the African Heads of State and Government place climate change high on the agenda bearing in mind that Africa must have a common position and speak with one voice. For us at the African Union Commission, we  have programmes on climate change, climate-related information and data and so on. We shall work at country level with African governments and development partners to ensure that agriculture remains high on agenda and we advance climate change for development (ClimDev) and the African Monitoring of Environment for Sustainable Development (AMESD), among others.  

We look forward to productive discussions and I wish to reaffirm the commitment of the African Union and its Member States to continue to work with you in taking forward all drivers of African agriculture development through CAADP. This is in line with the vision of the leadership of the African continent, for a Food-secure Africa: a Five-year Commitment.
I thank you.
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