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REPORT OF THE MINISTERS’ MEETING OF THE 4TH SESSION OF THE AU CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS FOR DRUG CONTROL AND CRIME PREVENTION
	INTRODUCTION


1. The Ministers’ Meeting of the 4th Session of the African Union Conference of Ministers in Charge of Drug Control and Crime Prevention (CAMDCCP4) was held at the African Union Commission Campus, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 01 to 02 October 2010.  It was preceded by the Experts’ Meeting (28 to 30 September 2010). The CAMDCCP4 was held to provide leadership on the strengthening of Continental Early Warning systems, epidemiological networks and threat assessments that will embrace data on illicit trafficking and drug and crime trends. The Ministers’ Meeting furthermore considered key action areas for the strengthening of criminal justice systems in Member States, law enforcement cooperation, as well as for drug dependence treatment in order to turn the tide of drugs and crime in Africa.

	ATTENDANCE


2. The Ministers Meeting was attended by delegates from the following AU Member States: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Comoros, Chad, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Egypt, Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Lesotho, Libya, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, The Gambia, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, Zambia and Zimbabwe.
3. The following AU Organs, Regional Economic Communities, Inter-Governmental and Non-Governmental Organizations and cooperating partners were represented: Pan African Parliament (PAP), ECOWAS, COMESA, Centre for Research and Information on Substance Abuse (CRISA), Coalition for Dialogue on Africa (CODA); Institute for Security Studies (ISS), International Narcotics Control Board (INCB), International Organisation on Migration (IOM), INTERPOL, National Campaign Against Drug Abuse of Kenya (NACADA), UN Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), South African Medical Research Council (MRC)and the World Federation Against Drugs (WFAD).
4. The complete list of participants is attached as Annex I.

	I. 
OPENING


5. A statement of support for the Ministers’ Meeting was delivered by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), Deputy Executive Director, Mr. Francis Maertens, who reminded the meeting of the MDG goals of 2015.  It was reiterated that economic and social challenges remain, which are exacerbated by drugs and crime and therefore  the UN Security Council met on a number of occasions, to discuss crime in its many manifestations.  The UNODC representative emphasised that the AU Plan of Action outlines clearly what the various actors should do to effectively address drug control and crime prevention in Africa, and in this respect, the UNODC is prepared to join hands in Africa on national, regional and Continental level to further the fight against drugs and crime.   
6. In his statement of support, President of the INCB, Dr Hamid Ghodse,  reminded that drug control is critical in ensuring legitimate access to drugs for medical and scientific purposes.  It is essential that drug regulatory authorities assess the efficacy, safety and quality of drugs before permitting the drugs to be imported, manufactured or marketed.  The issue must be addressed in national drug control policies and legislation, and drug regulatory authorities should be strengthened.  Increasingly, the availability of drugs through legitimate channels is becoming another measure to prevent the diversion of drugs to the unregulated market.  It is the responsibility of Governments to develop capacity for adequate oversight and well-functioning regulatory systems, both in the interest of improving availability of drugs for medical purposes and also for reducing the availability of drugs on unregulated markets.  To address the problems of diversion of precursor chemicals, availability of drugs on the unregulated market and the availability of drugs for medical purposes, coordinated action must be taken at the national, regional, Continental and international levels.  Through the admirable efforts of African Governments and the African Union, Africa is moving swiftly towards improved drug control, and the Board offers its full assistance in ensuring adequate control of scheduled narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, continent-wide.  
7. In her welcoming remarks, the African Union Commissioner for Social Affairs, H.E. Adv. Bience Gawanas, indicated that first and foremost, Africa must strengthen the development of judicial systems and the rule of law at national level. The greater challenge is for Member States to also be capacitated to address trans-national organized crime.  Secondly, Africa must strengthen information-sharing among affected countries in order to disrupt trafficking networks. The platform of this Ministerial Conference, with the assistance of the AU Commission and Regional Economic Communities, can galvanise the mentioned information sharing efforts to the benefit of all.  The Commissioner indicated that the AUC looks forward to be guided politically on priority focal areas for the remaining two years of coordinating the implementation of the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012).  
8. The President of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, His Excellency Girma Wolde-Giorgis, expressed sincere appreciation for the participation of Ministers and their delegations in the meeting.  H.E. The President indicated that as depicted in the theme, Africa is putting policy into action, and that the Conference aims at turning the tide of drugs and crime in Africa. The Conference proposes of strengthening of drug control and crime prevention systems through improved information, resources, policies and management.  This will allow Africa to focus its interventions accordingly, based on empirical data.

	II. 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS


A.) Election of the Bureau

9. The Ministers elected the following Bureau for the 4th Session of the AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention:  

Chairperson: 

Mali

(West Africa)

1st   Vice Chairperson: 
Egypt

(North Africa)

2nd Vice Chairperson:  
Zambia
(Southern Africa)

3rd  Vice Chairperson: 
Chad

(Central Africa)

Rapporteur: 
            
Kenya

(East Africa)

10. The newly appointed Bureau Chairperson, Hon. Traore Marafa, Minister of Justice of Mali, offered introductory remarks after which the meeting proceeded.
11. The drafting Committee was composed of the Rapporteur, Hon. Simon Lesirma, Assistant Minister of State for Security, Kenya, and 3 staff members of the Department of Social Affairs, AU Commission.

B.) Adoption of the Agenda and Programme of Work

12. The meeting adopted the agenda for the meeting (attached as Annex 2).  

	III.
CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE EXPERT MEETING AND ADOPTION OF CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS/RESOLUTIONS OF THE MINISTERIAL SESSION


13. The Ministers’ Meeting considered the Report of the Expert’s Meeting and made the following decisions:
14. That national, regional, continental and international cooperation and coordination in the fight against drugs and crime be strengthened. In this regard, the AUC, in consultation with RECs and Member States, shall involve international partners such as UNODC and INTERPOL, as well as the media. 
15. That Member States, in cooperation with Partners, actively prohibit the cultivation and abuse of cannabis (and its resultant negative environmental impact) in their countries.  The AUC is requested to assist in sourcing of training, expertise and equipment as requested.
16. That drug control legislation on the Continent be harmonised among Member States and that the AUC by 2012, will facilitate harmonised legislation and disseminate updated model laws to Member States.
17. That Member States, in cooperation with AUC, INCB and other Partners, actively address the control of precursor chemicals and that AUC assist in the sourcing of training, expertise and equipment as requested by Member States.
18.  That, given the efforts that the AUC is making under the second priority area of the AU Plan of Action, the contribution of Africa be supported and strengthened by the international community especially in the fight against terrorism and the payment of ransoms to terrorist groups.
19. That Member States establish and equip their national drug control agencies for the management of prevention and treatment of drug abuse.
20. That Member States implement minimum standards for drug dependence treatment and that the AUC assists in compiling these standards through consultation. 
21. That substitution therapy is advocated for and that the training curriculum for drug dependence treatment, such as the one developed by UNODC, be refined. 
22. That the need for a continental training facility for drug dependence treatment is explored and that the AUC consults with Member States in this regard. 
23. That the Commission extends its capacity to undertake threat assessments regarding drugs and crime, including identifying research and data gaps and facilitate the maintenance of a database on studies conducted on the continent. In this regard, Member States and Regional Economic Communities (RECs) will communicate their drug focal points to the AUC.
24. That the current Continental Early Warning Systems (CEWS) is expanded to include variables on drugs and that consultations take place on the collation of epidemiological data from selected sites in Africa. 
25. That Member States identify impediments to adequate use of opiods analgesics for pain management and take steps to improve the availability of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances for the relief of pain.  The meeting called on the INCB to assist Governments in implementing this recommendation.
26. That Member States develop capacity for adequate oversight and well-functioning regulatory systems, both in the interest of improving availability of drugs for medical purposes but also for reducing the availability of drugs on unregulated markets.  The meeting called on INCB, in the light of its mandate under the drug control treaties and its expertise, to assist Governments in the implementation of this recommendation, which is central to an effective drug control regime.
27. That, in view of the gravity of the drug problem in Africa, Member States are requested to set aside a certain percentage of their annual national budgets for the fight against drugs.
28. That a review of the implementation and targets of the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007/2012) be conducted before the end of 2012, which should also take into consideration the political commitments of the Vienna Declaration of 2009. In this regard, time lines are to be developed for the Mechanism for Implementation, Follow-up and Evaluation of the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007/2012).
29. That Member States, in tandem with the need to increase the provision for treatment services for drug dependants, should not neglect the need for education on drugs to people who have not yet commenced experimentation with drugs. 
30. That the role and capacity of the United Nations Africa Institute for Crime Prevention and Treatment of Offenders (UNAFRI), based in Kampala, Uganda, is strengthened to execute its mandate.
31. That  the theme of an Ordinary Assembly of the AU Heads of State and Governments is dedicated to drug control and crime prevention on the Continent before 2015.
32. The Ministers adopted the Report of the Experts’ Meeting with amendments.

	IV.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS


33. The Ministers listed no additional items for discussion under Any Other Business.
	V.
DATE AND VENUE OF THE 5TH SESSION OF THE AU CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS IN CHARGE OF DRUG CONTROL AND CRIME PREVENTION


34. The Ministers’ Meeting agreed to convene the next Ordinary Session, the 5th AU Conference of Ministers for Drug Control and Crime Prevention, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in 2012, on a date to be decided.  
	VI.
ADOPTION OF CAMDCCP4 REPORT


35. The Meeting adopted the Report of the CAMDCCP4.
	VI.
CLOSING REMARKS


36. The Chairperson, H.E. the Minister of Justice of Mali, Traore Marafa, thanked the delegates and the AU Commission for their valuable contributions which resulted in a successful meeting.  In closure, he emphasised that all Member States need to pool their efforts and cooperate at all levels in order to win the fight and remove the hazard of drugs on the Continent.
37. The meeting was then adjourned.
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