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press release 
The PRC Sub-Committee on the Special Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa (SEAF), held its 17th Extra-Ordinary Session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 26 October 2010 to consider the request from the Government of The Gambia for an emergency assistance to the people affected by devastating flood caused by the unusual continuous heavy rainfall.  The disaster has resulted in loss of lives, crops and livestock and damaged roads and houses.  The number of directly affected people as at 22 September 2010 stands at 30,000.

The Sub-Committee conveyed its deepest condolences to the Government and people of the brotherly country and agreed to allocate a total grant of US$300,000 for food aid and disaster response to mitigate the plight of the affected people.

The Sub-Committee called upon Member States of the African Union, Regional and International Organizations as well as donor agencies and the international community at large to provide the required financial and material support to the Government of the Gambia to enable it combat the aftermath of the disaster. 
The Sub-Committee expressed deep concern over the rapid depilation of the resources of the Special Emergency Assistance Fund and agreed to launch an appeal to all Member States to make voluntary contributions to sustain the operation of the Fund.

Addis Ababa, 28 October 2010
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