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THE SPECIAL EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE FUND FOR DROUGHT AND FAMINE IN AFRICA
APPEAL TO MEMBER STATES 
The Special Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa is established by the 20th Ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government of the then Organization of African Unity (OAU) held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in November 1984. The objectives of the Fund are to provide emergency assistance to African countries affected by drought and/or famine and support national activities and programs designed to reduce the impact of drought and/or famine in Africa. 
To date the Fund mobilized more than US$40 million from different sources. 46% of this amount i.e. US$18.24 million was contributed by 34 African courtiers, while the African Union made a statutory contribution of US$12.25 million.  US$8.5 million was interest gain and the remaining US$1.5 million was received from non-African countries and individual donors.   The account of the Fund is held with the African Development Bank.

The Fund used the money to support 82 projects in 34 needy African Countries, with a total disbursement of more than US$34 million.  Projects financed by the Fund included direct food aid, water development, reforestation, locust control, irrigation development and other programs targeted at enhancing agricultural production and ensuring food security in the beneficiary countries.  The token support provided by the Fund is meant to express solidarity with affected countries and urge the international community to provide the necessary support to avoid human sufferings and damages.   In this regard, the Fund was able to save the lives of millions of Africa brothers and sisters.  
Unfortunately the resource of this symbol of African solidarity is now depleted, leaving an operational balance of only US$2.8 million at the moment.  In light of this alarming situation, the PRC Sub-Committee of the Fund, at its 16th Extra-Ordinary Session held in Addis Ababa on 12 May 2010, took a decision to reduce the amount of support for disaster management projects from US$500,000 to US$200,000 and for food aid from US$200,000 to US$100,000, until the financial situation of the Fund improves.  The Sub-Committee also agreed to launch an appeal to Member States to extend their generous support to the Fund. 
The Sub-Committee is of the view that the prime source of financing the Fund should continue to be voluntary contributions by Members States, as it was envisaged by African Heads of States and Government, who, through their political wisdom created the Fund to demonstrate the commitment of Africa to address the ravages of drought and famine itself, rather than depending only on external assistances.  

In line with this and in order to sustain the Fund for the interest and benefit of millions of Africa brothers and sisters, victims of drought/famine and other natural disasters in Africa, the Sub-Committee wishes to request all Member States of the African Union to make financial contributions to replenish the resources of the Special Emergency Assistance Fund for Drought and Famine in Africa.
For further details please contact the Department of Political Affairs.
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