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Chairperson

Director
Distinguished Colleagues

It is my honour to make this statement on behalf of South Africa as outgoing Chair of the Senior Officials meeting in preparation for the African Union Conference of Ministers of Trade.

I would like to express my delegation’s gratitude to the people and Government of Rwanda for welcoming and hosting us in their beautiful country.

This is indeed an important meeting as we are required to prepare the ground on a range of vital trade and trade-related issues for the meeting of our Trade Ministers’ who will gather here on the 1st and 2nd of November. 
The issues we need to consider and reach common positions are as strategic as they are vital for our continent’s current and future trade and developmental prospects.

We will need to consider how we strengthen the African common position to advance towards a truly developmental outcome in the Doha Round.

We certainly need to come to a common view on how to ensure that the Economic Partnership Agreements negotiations, in which we are all engaged in separate configurations, do not undermine our longer term objectives of regional and continental economic integration.

We share the view that the benefits obtained under United States of America’s African Growth and Opportunity Act are extended, broadened and deepened into the future.
We are all aware of changing economic geography in the world with the rise of economies such as China, India and Brazil that are new sources of global economic growth, trade and investment. 

We need to strengthen our coordination in order to maximise the benefits that these new partnerships offer in terms of infrastructure development and productive investment that establish a balanced, mutually beneficial and sustainable economic relationship,
As much as these are all vital engagements, there is also the work we must carry forward to advance our own development integration agenda. 
We need to redouble our efforts to diversify our economies, integrate our markets, promote cross border infrastructure and coordinate our economic policies to promote intra-Africa trade and investment.  Larger, more integrated markets will lay the basis for sustained economic growth and development for all our people.
I draw our attention to two important publications that give substance to a renewed sense of optimism in Africa. 
First, the recently released McKinsey Report – “Lions on the Move” - convincingly outlines Africa’s considerable economic advantages that will lay the basis for long-term growth on the continent. 
Second, while we often lament the low level of intra-Africa trade, in its 2009 Report on Africa, UNCTAD shows that we underestimate the importance of current levels of intra-Africa trade. 
Seven African countries count Africa as their main export market and 25 count it as their second most important export market. Five African countries have exports to Africa that are larger than half of their total exports; while a further 14 countries export more than a quarter of their exports to Africa. So, contrary to the impression given by aggregate figures, Africa represents a significant export market for many African countries. 
\What is perhaps more important is the content of intra-African trade. This trade comprises higher value added products, thus providing the basis for the economic diversification to which we strive. 

We will also need to forge common perspectives on issues of importance to least developed countries, on aid for trade, and on building a common market for agricultural products.
This is an extensive agenda, and we have much work to do. 
I am pleased to pass the baton of the Chairmanship over to my colleague, the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Trade and Industry of Rwanda. We offer our full support to the incoming Chair, as you steer our meeting to a positive outcome. 
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