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	Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: 5517 700 Fax: 5511299 Website:   www. africa-union.org


DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

MEDIA ADVISORY

Kigali to Host Sixth Session of the African Union Conference of Ministers of Trade

INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

Addis Ababa, 26 October 2010- African Ministers of Trade will from 29 October to 2nd November 2010, converge in Kigali, Republic of Rwanda , within the framework of the sixth session of the African Union (AU) conference of Ministers of Trade.
The meetings of the Senior Officials which will take place from November 1st-2nd,   2010  in Kigali  will be preceded the African Ministers of Trade..
WHEN: 
- Senior Official meeting:              29th to 31ST October, 2010

· The Ministerial Conference:       1st to 2nd November 2010

WHERE:
Kigali, Rwanda

WHO:
The AU Ministers of Trade Conference will be attended by approximately 350 senior level delegates, including:

· Ministers of Trade of African Union
· High Level Representative of the Government of Rwanda from the Presidency, the Premature, Ministries, Local Governments, Parliament, the Supreme Court, and Para- state Organizations.

· In –and out-country senior Representative from Multi –Lateral and Bi-Lateral Agencies.
WHAT: 
The AU Ministers of Trade Conference is a high-level decision making conference for dialogue between African Ministers of Trade, Multilateral and bilateral institutions the governments of Rwanda on how to enhance Intra-Africa trade and with the outside African Countries. 
The main items of the African Union Ministers of Trade Conference are as follows:

· Inter- African trade: The objective of this item is to undertake an in-depth assessment of the current state of Intra-African trade and make recommendations for its acceleration.

· -Towards  an African Common Market for Agricultural Products : The objective of this item is to evolve ways of creating a common market for African agricultural products, for easy access for African countries and for purpose of agricultural self reliance and food security.

· Review of Trade Partnership: A global review of a;; Africa’s  partnerships will be undertaken especially Africa-china Trade and AGOA.

· Review of Multilateral Trade negotiations: The meeting will review the state of play in the WTO Doha round negotiations and state of play in the EPA Negotiations.

· Africa’s assessment on Aid for Trade Mobilizations : In accordance with Executive Councils Decision EX.CL/Dec.346 (XI), the RECs will make presentations on how they have been able to benefit from the Aid for Trade Initiative, point out the challenges faced in the implementations of the initiative and raise that can be brought to the attention of the policymakers.

· UNCTAD Report on LDCs: Under this item, the meeting will discuss UNCTAD’s report on LCDs which provides a comprehensive and authorities’ source of socio-economic analysis and data on the world’s most impoverished countries.  

More information on African Union Web Site: www.africa-union.org
Primary Contact Information
For confirmations and general enquiries in advance of the Meeting, please contact:
HATEGEKA Emmanuel
Permanent Secretary [Soft Break] Ministry of Trade and Industry [Soft Break] Tel: +250788312222[Soft Break] Email: ehategeka@gov.rw[Soft Break] Website: http://www.minicom.gov.rw[Soft Break] P.O. BOX: 73 Kigali, Rwanda
BASEMERA Peace
Trade Negotiator [Soft Break] Ministry of Trade and Industry [Soft Break] Tel: +250788574322; Email: basemerap2002@yahoo.com    
Website: http://www.minicom.gov.rw 
P.O. BOX 73 Kigali, Rwanda 

MATAMA NGABO Clairette
Ag. Coordinator of Trade 

 Ministry of Trade and Industry 

 Email: nclairette@gmail.com 
Tel: +(250) 788829221
 P.O. Box 73 : Kigali, Rwanda
 

TARANA Loumabeka
Senior Policy Officer Trade
Department of Trade and Industry African Union Commission
P.O. Box:  3243 Addis Ababa Ethiopia 
Tel:  (251) 11 551 77 00
Fax: (251) 11 551 78 44
E-mail: LoumabekaT@africa-union.org
Website: http://www.africa-union.org
 

Attached is the Draft Work Programme of the event.
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	UNIÃO AFRICANA

	Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: 5517 700 Fax: 5511299 Website:   www. africa-union.org


6th Ordinary Session of the African Union Ministers of Trade Conference

Senior Officials Meeting

Draft work Programme

Day 1: Friday   29 October 2010

08.00 – 09.00
Registration and Meeting of Heads of Delegation (HoD+1)

09.00 – 09.30
Item 1: Opening of Meeting
Statements by:

· Director of Trade and Industry, African Union Commission

· Outgoing Chairman, Senior officials meeting( South Africa)

· Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Rwanda

09.30 – 09.40
Item 2: Election of the Bureau 

09.40 – 10.00
Item 3: Consideration and adoption of Agenda

10.00 – 10.15
Item 4: Organization of work
10.15 – 10.30
Tea/Coffee Break
10.30 – 13.00 
Item 5: State of play in Intra-African Trade

a) Presentation and discussion  on evaluation of Progress by RECs in the Implementation of Free Trade Areas and Customs Unions

b) Presentation and discussion on Comparative Analysis of trade liberalization programmes in RECs by UNCTAD

c) Presentation and discussion on the Findings of study on Assessment of Regional Integration in Africa (ARIA IV) by UNECA

d) Presentation and discussion on the ASEAN experience on Intra-regional trade by ASEAN Secretariat. 

13.00 – 14.30
Lunch Break

14.30 – 15.30
Item 6: Towards an African Common Market for Agricultural Products

15.30 – 16.30
Item 7: Review of Trade Partnerships

(i) Africa-China Trade

16.30– 16.45

Tea/Coffee Break

16.45 – 18:00
Item 7: Review of Trade Partnerships (continued)

(ii) AGOA  

Day 2: Saturday 30 October 2010

09.00 – 10.30
Item 8: Review of Multilateral Trade Negotiations

· State of play in the WTO Doha Round negotiations

a) Briefing by the WTO Coordinator

b) General Discussions

c) Consideration of the Draft Declaration on WTO negotiations

10.30 - 10.45

 Tea/Coffee Break

10.45 - 13.00

Item 8: Review of Multilateral Trade negotiations (continued)
· State of play in the EPA Negotiations

a) Report on  the AUC/RECs EPA Negotiations Coordination Meeting  

b) Updates by the RECs  

c) Consideration of Draft Declaration on EPA negotiations

13.00 – 14.30
Lunch Break

14.30 – 15.30
 Item 9: Assessment on Aid for Trade Mobilization

15.30 – 16.15
Item 10: UNCTAD Report on LDCs
16.15 – 16.30
Tea/Coffee Break

16.30 – 17.00
Item 11: Briefing on Preparations for LDC IV
 

17.00 – 17.30
Item 12: Consideration of Draft Agenda of the Ministerial Meeting
17.30 – 18.00
Item 13: Any other Business

Day 3: Sunday 31 October 2010

Morning

Finalization of Report, Translation and Reproduction

17.00 – 19.00
Item 14: Consideration and adoption of the Report of Senior Officials’ Meeting and Draft Declarations

19.00 – 19.10
Item 15: Closure of Meeting
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	Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.  P. O. Box 3243 Telephone: 5517 700 Fax: 5511299 Website:   www. africa-union.org


6th Ordinary Session of the African Union Ministers of Trade Conference


MEETING OF MINISTERS 

01 – 02 NOVEMBER, 2010

DRAFT WORK PROGRAMME

Day 1: Monday 01 November 2010

09.00 – 10.00
Registration

10.00 – 10.30:
Item 1: Opening Ceremony 

· Opening Remarks by H.E. Mrs. Elisabeth Tankeu, Commissioner for Trade and Industry, African Union Commission

· Statement by H. E.  Dr. Rob Davies, Minister of Trade and Industry, South Africa Outgoing Chairman Trade Ministers Conference

· Opening Address by H. E. Minister of Trade and Industry of Rwanda

10.30 – 10.40
Item 2: Election of the Bureau

10.40 – 10.50
Item 3: Consideration and adoption of Agenda

10.50 – 11.00
Item 4: Organization of Work

11.00 – 11.15
Tea/coffee Break

11.15– 13.00
Item 5: Presentation of the Report of Senior Officials and Consideration of Recommendations contained therein 

13.00 – 14.30
Lunch Break

14.30 – 16.00
Item 6: Panel discussion on the way forward in promoting intra-African trade

· Panelists: Ministers, CEOs of RECs, UNECA, UNCTAD, World Bank , ADB 

DAY 2: Tuesday, 02 November 2010

09.30 – 11.30
Item 7: Panel discussion on Africa’s participation in global trade    and international trade negotiations 

· Panelists: Ministers, CEOs of RECs, UNECA, UNCTAD, World Bank , ADB , WTO

11.30 - 11.45

Tea/Coffee break

11.45 - 12.15

Item 8: Date and Venue of the 7th Ordinary Session of the AU

 

 
 Ministers of Trade Conference

12.15 – 12.30
Item 9: Any other Business

12.30 – 14.00 
Lunch Break
17.30 – 18.30
Item 10: Consideration and adoption of Declaration and Conference Report

18.30 - 18.40

Item 11: Closure of the Meeting

 
Division of Communication and Information. African Union Commission

E mail: dinfo@africa-union.org Fax 251 11 5511299
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