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I. ABBREVIATIONS/ACRONYMMS

ACALAN - African Academy of Languages 

AFRICOM – International Council of African Museums 
AUC - African Union Commission 

AWHF – African World Heritage Fund 

CAMC I & II – Conferences of African Ministers of Culture (I & II)  

CSO – Civil Society Organization

CD – Compact Disk 

DVD – Digital Versatile Disk 

EU – European Union 

ICOM – International Council of Museums 

MP- Member of Parliament

MSP – Multi Stakeholders Partnerships

OUV – Outstanding Universal Value 

PACC I & II – Pan – African Cultural Congresses (I & II)  

PPP – Public and Private Partnerships 

UNESCO – United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization 

USA – United States of America 

UNIDROIT - International Institute for the Unification of Private Law 

II. INTRODUCTION

Culture has gained a stronger place within the overall African development policies and the critical role of culture and shared values for the realization of the African integration, peace building, good governance, justice and sustainable development is duly recognized within the policy document, the Strategy of the African Union.

Thanks to a concerted effort of all African development stakeholders and partners, an important momentum was created within the African cultural development agenda that resulted in the successful organization of different continental cultural events such as the 2nd Pan African Festival of Algiers in July 2009, and the convening of two Conferences of the AU Ministers of Culture (CAMCI and II) in December 2005 in Nairobi, Kenya and in November 2008 in Algiers, Algeria. The themes of the CAMC I and II were “Culture, Integration and African Renaissance” and “Harmonization and Coordination of Cultural Policies, Programmes and Activities” respectively.  

The First Pan African Cultural Congress (PACC1) held from 13 to 15 November 2006 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on the theme of: “African Cultural Renaissance” was organized with the view to foster exchange of ideas, experiences thereby to create a common understanding on the way forward in reviving African cultural values and making culture serve the larger cause of African renaissance. The chosen theme for the 2nd Pan African Cultural Congress (PACC2): “Inventory, Protection and Promotion of African Cultural Goods”, is a logical continuation of the effort towards reaching a common understanding and definition of culture and the African cultural Renaissance during the PACC I, and thus to approach cultural development with more practical and pragmatic ways referring to the need to upgrade national legislation, modernizing African national museums or the strengthening of public and private partnerships.

III. ATTENDANCE

The Congress was attended by about 250 participants from 32 African countries, and from the Diaspora. The participants consisted of policy makers from the AU Member States, cultural practitioners, cultural administrators, educators/academicians, designers, creators, producers, critics, entrepreneurs, researchers, African and international inter-governmental and non-governmental organizations; associations and networks, Regional and International Cultural Organizations and Development Partners of the AU.

IV. ORGANISATION OF THE CONGRESS AND MAIN OBJECTIVES

The Congress was divided into the following sessions and activities:

· Opening ceremony

· Plenary sessions

· Exhibition and socio-cultural event

The participants discussed a range of issues under the general theme “Inventory, Protection and Promotion of African Cultural Goods” with the main objective to build on the PACC I and further advance discussions and exchange of expertise on how to improve the inventory, protection and promotion of African cultural goods; how to strengthen commitment and partnership among African cultural  development stakeholders and International partners; and how to continuously improve the role of culture in achieving the African Renaissance.

With regards to the exhibition and socio-cultural event, an exhibition on the African cultural Renaissance and the Spirit of Pan-Africanism was organised by the African Union Commission and was inaugurated during the first day of the Congress. The exhibition was designed within the framework of the preparation of official launch of the Campaign for the African Cultural Renaissance (2010-2012) that would be in due course proposed as a joint continental programme.  

The Congress was also a timely occasion to celebrate the centenary of Kwame Nkrumah’s birthday that was endorsed by a decision of the AU Summit in July 2009 in Sirte, Libya. Hence, a lively cultural show accompanied by a reception was organised during the first day of the Congress to celebrate the centenary and to provide the Congress with a convivial and friendly socio-cultural atmosphere. 

V. ORGANISATION OF THE REPORT

This Report gives a highlight of the discussions during the Congress and is organised as follows:

· Introduction

· Opening Ceremony

· Plenary Sessions

1. Election of the Bureau and adoption of the programme of work

2. Discussion on the sub-themes and recommendations

3. Financing 

4. Draft Consensus Statement of the Congress

5. Closing ceremony 

Annexes

· Work programme

· Concept note 

· List of participants 

VI. OPENING CEREMONY

Adv. Bience Gawanas, AU Commissioner for Social Affairs, who also made welcoming remarks before inviting the speakers to make their statements, chaired the opening session. This session featured speeches by the Deputy Chairperson of the Commission, H. E. Erastus Mwencha who officially opened the Congress, in the presence of the Ministers of Culture from Central African Republic, Democratic Republic of Congo, Ghana, Ethiopia, Mauritania, Mozambique, Sudan, Tanzania; a representative of the Minister of Culture of Algeria, a representative of UNESCO Director General, a representative of the EU Commission, Honourable Samia Nkrumah, Ghana MP and daughter of Kwame Nkrumah  and the representative of the Peace Journey in Africa Project.

In his statement, the AUC Deputy Chairperson underlined the importance of culture and the promotion of shared values in promoting good governance, peace, and justice in Africa. Cultural Heritage, African languages, endogenous technologies and cultural diversity while strengthening our identity and self-confidence allow us to contribute to the enrichment and development of world civilisation and nations, he stressed. 

The Deputy Chairperson’s statement was preceded by the interventions of the Representative of the Peace Journey in Africa, the representative of the Minister of Culture of Algeria, the State Minister of Culture and Tourism of Ethiopia, the representative of the Pan-African Cultural Institutions, Director of the Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa, the representative of UNESCO and the representative of EU Commission who underlined the importance of the PACC II and its outcomes.

The Minister of Culture of Ethiopia stressed the following issues in his speech: Ethiopia has been actively working together with international institutions.  With support from the African Union, Ethiopia has succeeded in the repatriation of the 2000 years old Axum Obelisk.  They were also able to repatriate an illicitly exported 13th century cross from the sacred city of Lalibela through joint efforts with Interpol and diplomatic channels.  Again, with associations that work together with Ethiopian institutions and embassies, they were able to have a significant number of invaluable cultural objects returned to Ethiopia.  These achievements can serve as indicators of best practices in the repatriation of illegally moved cultural objects out of Africa and elsewhere in the world.  

The representative of the Minister of Culture of Algeria informed the congress of the outcomes and successfulness of the 2nd Pan African Cultural Festival, which took place in 2009 in Algeria.  48 African countries and a total of 8 000 people attended and participated in the Festival, which included: literature, theatre, popular dances, music among others.  

The representative of the Pan-African Cultural Institutions, Director of the Observatory of Cultural Policies in Africa highlighted the need to involve the civil society and the youth in the promotion and preservation of our African heritage.  He also stressed the need to make available human and financial resources to achieve this objective.   

The representative of the Peace Journey Project in Africa made a call for peace building and presented a commitment for peace through a concrete action by undertaking a peace journey in Africa that will pass through some capital cities in Africa. The project was launched during the 2nd Pan African Cultural Congress.        

The representative of UNESCO expressed its commitment to continue to work with the African Union Commission in the area of inventory, promotion and protection of cultural goods. He considered the ratification of UNESCO conventions by African States has an achievement and important milestone in this process.  

The EU representative referred to Africa- EU partnership regarding Human Rights and Democratic governance where culture is a priority. An inventory of all partnership activities between the two continents would be carried out next year that should be useful to better harmonize the cooperation strategy between the two continents particularly regarding the return to its country of origin of stolen or illicitly exported goods.

In his keynote address, Prof. Simao Souindoula, highlighted the following issues:

· The need to develop a cultural goods inventory to enable their preservation at national level; 

· Capacity development of culture practitioners;

· The need to promote and develop areas such as tourism, languages, and anthropology as part of preserving our cultural heritage;

· The need for African states to ratify and domesticate international Conventions on culture.  

VII. PLENARY SESSIONS

Each plenary had a moderator, rapporteur and presenter(s). Within the framework of the overall theme, papers were presented in plenary sessions on the following topics:

· The Role of National and International Legal Instruments in the Protection of African Cultural Goods
· Survey on Technical Staff, Documentation systems and Inventories in African Museums
· Capacity Building and Training of Cultural Stakeholders
· Strengthening Africa – European Union Co-operation for the Promotion of the Inventory, Protection and Promotion of African Cultural Goods
· Status of Ratification of the 2005 Convention for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions

· Status of Ratification and Implementation of the UNESCO 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage  

· The Role of Public and Private Partnerships 
· The Role of Mass Education and Social Awareness Building/Mobilization 

1. Election of the Congress Bureau and Adoption of the Programme of Work
The meeting elected the Bureau of the 2nd Pan African Cultural Congress whose main responsibilities until the next Congress apart from ensuring a smooth and constructive deliberation and reporting is the follow-up of the implementation of the recommendations of the PACC2 and its harmonization with the AU Conference of Ministers of Culture. The Bureau is constituted as follows:

a) Constitution of the Bureau

Chairperson: Adv. Bience Gawanas, AUC Commissioner for Social Affairs

1st   Vice Chairperson: Mr. Adama Samassekou, Interim Executive Secretary of ACALAN

2nd Vice Chairperson: Madam Rachida Zadem, Advisor to the Minister of Culture of Algeria  
1st Rapporteur: Simao Souindoula, Advisor to the Minister of Culture of Angola 

2nd Rapporteur: Marc Nekaitar, Agrolumiere 
After the Bureau of the Congress was constituted, it was noted that if the Congress is to become a permanent activity which would happen every three years it would need to have its own draft internal rules and procedures for its running.  The Bureau took note of this and mentioned that it was going to discuss the issue further.    
b) Adoption of the programme of work

The meeting adopted the programme of work as amended with the discussion on the 8 subthemes. (The agenda is attached as Annex II.).

2. DISCUSSION ON THE SUB THEMES AND RECOMMENDATIONS

2.1. THE ROLE OF NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEGAL INSTRUMENTS IN THE PROTECTION OF AFRICAN CULTURAL GOODS

a) Presentation and discussions
In this session the speaker highlighted the following issues: 

African legal systems in place today are mostly   inherited from the colonial   

powers. The total renunciation of the colonial law was not conceivable, due to the 

public structures and administrative bodies that the colonial powers had developed

on African territories and thus traditional rules were abandoned.  

The conclusion one can draw from a survey of Africa’s general cultural heritage legislations is that many countries do not have precise laws and regulations that protect cultural heritage.  Some countries have however enshrined the protection of the cultural heritage in the fundamental law of the land.  

Some African states affirm the pre-eminence of the cultural dimension to establish national identity. 

The presenter proceeded by emphasizing the need to strengthen and upgrade national legislation.  In this regard the following points were made: 

There is need to review the existing legislation in individual countries which, in many cases and as stated above, is very much inspired from European laws and is not always adapted to the present African realities. It is important to bear in mind that certain basic provisions are indispensable for the successful protection of Africa’s cultural property, having regard to present administrative inadequacies, the related problems of looting of archaeological sites, and stealing and smuggling of cultural objects. 

African countries appear to be the most vulnerable of any group of countries to illicit trafficking in cultural goods. Yet their participation in the UNESCO 1970 and UNIDROIT 1995 Conventions is poor.
During the discussion delegates raised the following concerns and contributions:  

The issue of protection of cultural goods during conflict and war times was raised.  More appropriate provisions in this regard were called for.  It was submitted that as per the 1954 Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in case of Armed Conflict and its two Protocols, soldiers should be prepared to protect cultural items.  The crucial need to educate and properly brief soldiers in this regard was also underscored.      

The impact of customary law in Africa and how this law could be incorporated in national legal instruments was discussed.  Since countries seem not to being expediting the ratification of legal instruments a call was made to the Africa Union to assist in this regard.      

It was also noted that in the various conferences held on customary law not much attention was paid to the harmonization of these laws.    
b) Recommendations
Under the above sub-theme of the Congress the following recommendations were made:  

· To advocate that the primary task for the Member States should be the ratification and implementation of the decisions and recommendations of the AU Conferences and Congresses on culture as well as popularizing, ratifying and translating into policies and strategies the Charter for the African Cultural Renaissance and other International legal Instruments relating to the protection and promotion of cultural goods, in particular the UNESCO 1970 Convention , the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention and the 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural heritage; 
· To urge those African countries that do not have constitutional provisions for the protection of their cultural heritage and goods to do so;

· To advocate for the National legislation regulation of both local sale and export of cultural goods in order to control their management, their movements across state boundaries and rights of state pre-emption in respect of them; 

· To urge each African country to conduct a national inventory of its cultural goods both in public and private collections. This should be done in collaboration with all Intergovernmental and non-governmental competent organisations, including ICCROM, EPA, CHDA, ICOM and AFRICOM (International Council of Museums - ICOM’s programme for Africa) among others and possible financial and technical assistance of developed countries;

· National budgets should provide for preventive activities and state of the art museum infrastructure. Other branches of municipal laws particularly environmental and planning laws should also be deployed to protect cultural property.

At bilateral or regional level it was recommended that: 

·  Each country should commence bilateral negotiations with those countries holding their “irreplaceable masterpieces”.  If negotiations fail the countries must seek the good offices of the Intergovernmental Committee by submitting requests for the return of the objects to the Committee.

· . Other African countries should emulate the example of Mali and enter into bilateral import control agreements with the United States given the pivotal role of the US in the art market. 
·  The respective police, customs and immigration departments should be linked together under bilateral and multilateral, mutually beneficial agreements to combat looting and illegal excavations.

The following actions were recommended at the international level

· African Governments that have not joined the UNESCO and UNIDROIT Conventions should do so without delay. The moral impact of fifty-three African nations acceding to these Conventions should not be under-estimated.

· African governments should offer to host meetings of the Intergovernmental Committee as evidence of their belief in the work of the Committee, and also their earnestness on the issue to return cultural objects to their countries. 
· . To put forward the proposal by UNESCO that AU considers the feasibility of creating a link on the AU website regarding the illicit trafficking and restitution of cultural goods to member states which can be establish in 2010. 
2.2. SURVEY ON TECHNICAL STAFF, DOCUMENTATION SYSTEMS AND INVENTORIES IN AFRICAN MUSEUMS

a) Presentation and discussions
This session presented the results of a survey on technical staff and inventories in African museums. This is only sample data and it should not be taken as representative of the majority of the countries in the continent as the survey was only carried out in 15 countries. In broad terms the survey highlighted the following:  

Staff:
Data gathered from the 15 museums that responded to the questionnaire show a total of 559 members of staff from the surveyed museums. 
Training:

The proportion of staff possessing a degree in museum studies or museum related discipline (curatorship, conservation, outreach programmes) is of only 6%!  

Age: 

The age pyramid is globally larger at the top than at the base, showing a relatively aged or ageing staff. 
Gender:

There is near parity between genders in surveyed museum staff on average, with women slightly more represented: 51,5%.

Documentation of Collections
In the current study, all surveyed museums have an accession register which is one of the four basic elements of a documentation system. 

Only one museum (Abomey, in Benin) has a complete card catalogue. The degree of completeness of the others varies from 0,3% to 95% approximately.
Missing artefacts in the surveyed museums can be a lot, since they are not all recorded.  

10 out of 14 museums have a registrar, or person in charge of the documentation of the collections. 

Annual budget:
All museums in the sample depend on the Ministry of Culture for their budget, except the Uganda Museum of Kampala, which depends on the Ministry of Tourism, Trade and Industry and the Livingstone and Lusaka Museums, which depend on the Ministry of Tourism, Environment and Natural Resources. 

Collections’ budget:
66% of surveyed museums have no budget for their collections, be it for acquisition, conservation or exhibitions. The remaining 34% have a budget for only two of these aspects (acquisitions +conservation or conservation + exhibitions),.

Visitors:

Only 10 of 15 museums gave us the number of visitors they get per year. The number of visitors/city population ratio is a first indicator of the impact of a museum on the community in which it is located.  

The plenary discussion highlighted the following issues: 

The delegates called for innovative ways of dealing with issues regarding the preservation of natural heritage and world heritage sites which included promoting exchanges of African Museums as well as with museums from other parts of the world, development of museum documentation systems, development of capacity building courses for people to be aware of the types of goods that are being illicitly trafficked.

The issue of low visits to the museums by the public at large was raised.  It was common sense that there was need to promote country initiatives for the participation of children and the youth in the visits to the museums so as to promote their value. 

The role of Museums and their typology need to be defined. 

The capacity building of museum staff was overemphasized as well as the need to come up with practical guides to be used after the training as well as the establishment of exchanges, through exchange programmes of trainees of specific capacity development initiatives.  

A proposal was put forward for the establishment of a Pan-African Museum.     

c) Recommendations

Participants to the Congress recommended the following actions: 

· Capacity building and specialised training for museum staff must be made a priority strategy for the Ministries in charge of culture to increase the  level and the number of trained professionals

· To advocate for the setting of standards for African Museums as an incentive for achieving results, through the use of the existing professional organizations such as AFRICOM and ICOM towards finding ways of creating, encouraging and implementing such standards; 
·  African states should harmonise their policies and practices in the management of museums and their financing.  The African sub-regions are a suitable level to start that work, in order to later extend to the rest of the continent;

2.3. CAPACITY BUILDING AND TRAINING OF CULTURAL STAKEHOLDERS

a) Presentation and discussions

This session, dedicated to training and capacity building for the safeguarding of tangible and intangible heritage, was the occasion to highlight the work of the African World Heritage Fund (AWHF), which assists and supports the effective conservation and protection of natural and cultural heritage of Outstanding Universal Value (OUV) found on the African continent. The Fund supports African State Parties to the UNESCO 1972 World Heritage Convention and works closely with the UNESCO World Heritage Centre.

The aim of AWHF is to integrate a network of cooperation partners into the Fund’s work and to strengthen African heritage expertise in the domains of culture and nature. The main areas of capacity building are: 

1. Nomination of World Heritage Sites

2. Revision and re-submission of Dossiers 

3. Tentative Listing

4. Conservation and Site Management 

5. Sustainable Tourism Initiative

6. Heritage and Poverty Alleviation

7. Management and Legal Measures

8. Research

During the discussion the following issues and contributions were made: 

The meeting congratulated the establishment of the World Heritage Fund and stressed that the Fund is an initiative thought out and developed by Africans themselves and that a motion should be passed to urge all African member states to fund the initiative for their own benefit. 

The meeting agreed that the World Heritage Fund is in the right track as far as capacity building initiatives are concerned as it provides the much required knowledge and skills that culture practitioners require.  

b) Recommendations

With regards to Capacity Building the following recommendations were made: 

· African Ministries of Culture and African Governments should consider capacity building a high priority, therefore it was recommended that capacity building in areas such as inventory systems of cultural goods, training of professional and technical staff, police, customs and immigration officials, setting up of security and safety systems to protect and preserve cultural goods and institutions, increasing the awareness among holders, curators and other actors, and the strengthening of institutions be enhanced;    

· Capacity building programmes of African cultural institutions including libraries, archives and museums should be strengthened to meet the challenges of mass education and social mobilization in particular by developing initial training programmes at national and regional levels; 
· A call for member states to contribute financial resources into the World Heritage Fund was also underscored, as this is one of the mechanisms to ensure that capacity development will be undertaken;    

· It was also recommended that the development and strengthening of research capacity at the various levels of the existing cultural institutions by drawing into this programme more universities be strengthened.  
2.4. STRENGTHENING AFRICA – EUROPEAN UNION CO-OPERATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF THE INVENTORY, PROTECTION AND PROMOTION OF AFRICAN CULTURAL GOODS

a) Presentation and discussions

The presenter noted that the Africa–EU Strategic Partnership – Joint Strategy and Action Plan adopted in December 2007, devotes great importance to culture and cultural co-operation. As it is stated in the joint strategy (III. New Approaches, Article 9 c. and d.) in order to meet the fundamental objectives of the Strategy, Africa and the EU will need to jointly address a number of key political challenges that are essential for the success of the new partnership. 

The first action plan (2008 –2010) for the implementation of the Africa –EU Strategic Partnership includes a specific action, which is to strengthen cooperation in the area of cultural goods with the objective to achieve enhanced cooperation in the area of cultural goods and extended cooperation to include other cultural activities.      

The discussions and contributions in this session centred on the following: 

It was noted that not all objects outside the African continent are stolen goods. In some instances it is our own leaders who pack cultural goods and take them outside the country and in many instances communities have decided to abandon their own cultural goods.

The need to document and know the kinds of objects we have in our museums was set as an absolute priority.

The need to educate populations on Tangible and Intangible goods, preservation protocols, agreements and conventions as well as the promotion of local products at international level was stressed.

The need to define priorities for the joint collaboration between Africa and EU was also underscored.  A good practice of Italy (Carabinieri) in the recovery of illicit trafficked cultural goods was presented.  The Italian institution has a database of stolen objects in Italy and abroad and where applicable African states could make use or learn from it to develop their own.     

It was also noted that the illicit trafficking and stolen objects/ cultural goods dates from colonial period and thus require national policies and legislation to protect them.

The need to teach communities on the value of their culture and cultural goods was stressed.  The need to explore the ways to promote a strategic partnership AU-EU in the field of Language policies was also emphasised. 

b) Recommendations

The participants recommended: 

· The co-organisation and launch of a common pilot cultural programme during the Africa-EU Summit in 2010 that focus on the valorisation of the African cultural heritage and the establishment of partnerships between cultural institutions in Europe and in Africa.  

· The EU to support other African cultural goods promotion initiatives within the EU-AU partnership.  

· A proposal was also put forward to organise a meeting between the two parties (Africa and EU) to discuss which goods need to be repatriated and for negotiations among countries to begin.  

2.5. STATUS OF RATIFICATION OF THE 2005 CONVENTION ON THE PROTECTION AND PROMOTION OF THE DIVERSITY OF CULTURAL EXPRESSIONS AND ITS IMPLEMENTATION THROUGH THE AFRICAN UNION PLAN OF ACTION ON CULTURAL AND CREATIVE INDUSTRIES IN AFRICA 2008
a) Presentation and discussions

The Presentation stressed the following issues: 

In October 2005, the international Community adopted the International Convention for the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions.  On March 2006 this same convention entered into force, following the qualified majority of states or regional economic organizations, which had deposited their respective instruments of ratification, acceptance or adherence.  However, to date, out of ninety - eight (98) countries and the European Union, which have ratified the Convention, only twenty-seven (27) are from the African Continent.  It can also be noted that no African Economic Community organization either took part in the adoption process of the Convention or its ratification. 

It is also worth mentioning that geographically, West Africa is more committed to the ratification process than the other regions. The francophone countries are mostly represented with eighteen (18) countries. The leading Anglophone countries: South Africa and Nigeria have ratified the Convention.  Arabic speaking countries and Portuguese speaking countries are less represented, however Algeria has ratified it. 

The following issues and contributions were made during the plenary session: 

The need to evaluate the level of implementation of previous developed action plans on the Convention so as to inform future action in this regard was underscored:

It was referred that each country had its own priorities as far as the ratification of conventions is concerned. A call was made for the AUC to work closely and assist those countries, which want to ratify certain conventions. 

The issue of profit making in the cultural domain, local cultural production sector was raised which would become a stimulus package to give a new boost to the creative industry;

Some countries presented their good practices in terms of creative industry and stressed the need to review legislation related to creative industries, as some customs duties to import certain objects are very high.  The funding mechanism for the creative industries should also be reviewed

The meeting was reminded that in 1992 a document was already submitted to Heads of State for the creation of projects for generation of revenue on creative industries. 

b) Recommendations

With the setting up of its operational directives and guidelines, the Convention has entered its implementation phase. However, in order to strengthen it, the following actions are recommended: 

· Continue advocating and intensifying the ratification campaigns at the national level of the 2005 Convention and urge African member states individually or jointly in collaboration with their Civil Society Organizations (CSO) to start drawing up national actions plans for the implementation of the Convention.  

· To develop a mapping and an inventory of creative industries be drawn which would form the basis for the development of such industries once it is know what is available in each country and how to promote its development. 

2.6. STATUS OF IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNESCO CONVENTION FOR THE SAFEGUARDING OF THE INTANGIBLE CULTURAL HERITAGE

a) Presentation and discussions
The Convention for the safeguarding of the intangible cultural heritage was adopted on 17 October 20036 As of 11 June 2009, 114 States, fifty-three (53) of which are African countries, had ratified the Convention. 

This shows that African States recognize that cultural diversity is a factor for mutual enrichment of peoples and nations.  Consequently, they commit themselves:  
· To urge countries to ratify this convention, and to develop national inventories with the participation of the concerned local communities.
· To establish juridical, administrative and technical measures to improve the identification, the inventory, the protection and the promotion of the intangible cultural heritage

· To increase the nomination of intangible cultural heritage by the African countries for listing in the Urgent and Representative Safeguarding Lists.  
· To facilitate the development of crafts on the basis of the intangible heritage

2.7. THE ROLE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

a) Presentation and discussions

The presentation of this sub-theme stressed the following issues: 

The cultural sector, a fundamental area in the edification of the nations of the continent and of the process of gradual regional integration – is placed under the budget line for social matters and, as a result, is not allocated adequate financial resources.  

One of the solutions adopted by governmental structures in al African countries as well as by cultural professionals and artists is the use of partnership or sponsorship, be it local or international.  

Partnerships modalities are varied.  They range from pure marketing and trade through publicity to more promising social actions on public health issues, gender promotion or programme-packages for discovery and promotion of young talents.   

The presenter also proposed the liberalization of the cultural sector as a way of responding to the challenge of lack of resources/funding. 

The discussions centred on the following:

Getting the State out of the arts sector cannot be the solution of the problem.  The government should be a regulator in this process and should not be the only entity that puts funds in the arts and culture industry for it to flourish.  Public and Private Partnerships should be established in this regard. 

Goods practices of some countries in which the lottery, music festivals and others bring millions to the arts sector were shared. 

Again a call was made for the ratification of the conventions to facilitate the financing of arts and culture. 

The need to find an evaluation entity in the continent to put value on our cultural goods was underscored.  

Public and Private Partnerships were considered as the way forward to regional integration but it was suggested that it is more relevant to promote Multi-stakeholder Partnerships (MSP) rather than Public Private Partnerships (PPP).

Participants recommended that: 

· Governments create a comprehensive regulatory framework for a Multi Stakeholders Partnerships (MSP) as a way to strengthen the cultural sector;

· The increasing promotion of Public and private partnerships, as they have generated a relatively active cultural life in several African States with a net increase in published literary works, feature and documentary films, Visual arts exhibitions, CD and DVD production, musical concerts, dance events and drama pieces etc, 

· The showcase of African countries and their cultural goods through their own embassies was also recommended.    

2.8. THE ROLE OF MASS EDUCATION AND SOCIAL AWARENESS-BUILDING/ MOBILISATION
a) Presentation and discussions

Presentation 8a) 

The presenter of the session stressed the following issues: 

In order to foster Mass education and awareness raising programmes for appraisal, protection and promotion of African Cultural Goods, we can draw from the Anglo-Saxon educational approach whereby “the way Education is performed is as important as what is transmitted”. The populations should first be prepared to receive mass education especially through literacy programmes where this is deemed necessary.  Knowing how to read and write is a prerequisite for the ability to receive standardized and elaborate information.  

It is also necessary to identify the most appropriate method for the population, urban or rural population alike, to acquire knowledge taking into account the infrastructure or habits of both segments: town hall meetings, public gatherings, fire side chats, clubs and associations, etc. 

It is also important to identify the cultural peculiarities of certain regions and undertake well targeted community based educational actions with a view to appraise, protect and promote cultural goods.     

Presentation 8b) 

One of the dilemmas facing African countries is the fact that a sizeable, and increasing, number of their best educated youth identify with western culture at the expense of their own, and aspire to live and work abroad, particularly in America and certain parts of Europe.  Almost without exception, whether it is the French Baccalaureate, International Baccalaureate, ‘O’ and ‘A’ Levels, or supposedly home-grown Junior and Senior Secondary syllabi, the content of the education delivered is invariably rooted in western culture, history, values and knowledge base.  Add to this the undeniable effects of colonisation, imperialism, neo-colonialism, racism and adverse stereo-typing on the minds and psyche of Africans, together with the unrelenting depiction of Africa in the foreign media as poverty stricken, disease and debt-ridden, mired in civil wars, ethnic conflicts, with a mainly illiterate population ruled by corrupt despots, then it is hardly surprising that our youth should find it difficult to take pride in their culture or to envisage a self-sufficient continent united in a common destiny in which they have a key role to play.

The discussion highlighted the following issues: 

 “Knowledge in the service of Africa” including the UNESCO General History should be revitalised and diffused in all African education systems and curricula. Students and the youth should know who they are and what African realities are so that they could be prepared to take charge of the sustainable development of the continent and renew governance, ethics and African self-esteem. People fear and keep distance from things they don’t know so it is essential to teach our youth to master their culture and African realities through revitalized and tailor-made cultural centre programmes, community volunteer services and any form of socialisation activities. The need to rebuild the capacity and review the programme of African cultural centres to meet the challenge of the world knowledge economy, changing African mindset and driving the African cultural Renaissance was stressed. 

The affordability of quality and African-centred education was a concern of the meeting. It is therefore a priority to upgrade and diversify the education standard, programme and partnership schemes of public school to enable the latter to provide quality mass-education and alleviate the cost of education. Promoting twinning programmes, exchange of good practices, investing on volunteerism and working with the private sector are strategies that should be better explored. 

The promotion of the Africa Day has a way to showcase our rich cultural heritage and the role of Mass Education and social awareness building was highly stressed. 

The UNESCO cluster in Tanzania underlined the importance of the Road to Independence project regarding social education and mass mobilization. The projects was adopted during the 33rd Session of the UNESCO General Assembly in 2005 and recommended the establishment of specialised museums, archives and cultural centres dedicated to the struggle for independence and liberty in Africa. 

The role of African languages as a principal medium for the transmission of culture, knowledge and values was emphasized as well as the need to implement the Language Plan of Action for Africa and the Plan of Action of the Second Decade of Education for Africa. In this regard, the need to strengthen the African Academy of Languages (ACALAN) and the Regional Language Centres such as CELTHO, CERDOTOLA, and EACROTANAL amongst others was stressed.

Participants recommended the following: 

· African governments should domesticate and implement the AU Language Plan of Action and the Plan of Action of the Second Decade of Education for Africa by using African languages as medium of instruction in schools and public places.

· Public, private and state schools should teach curricula which installs pride, self - esteem and African values to promote Pan-Africanism. 

· One of the Africa days should be used to promote African cultural heritage; - e.g. celebrations of the Africa Day with a strong cultural programme, to promote Pan–Africanism should be promoted all over the continent.

· Literacy programmes for mass education including for the youth and elders should be strengthened.
· Community based cultural and social mobilisation initiative such as the Youth initiative for Peace, the peace journey in Africa programme should received more attention and support from the public and private sectors as well as the international partners.

· Regional and integrative programmes should remain the main pillar of the AU cultural policies and programmes and should be implemented through programmes such as the African Liberation heritage.

VIII. FINANCING
With regards to the financing of the cultural sector participants to the Congress agreed on the following: 

· To call upon member states to contribute financial resources into the African World Heritage Fund as this is one of the mechanism to ensure that the much needed capacity building of cultural practitioners will be undertaken;   

· Urge the AU to look at innovative financing such as a tax on the use of African cultural goods in museums or cultural exhibitions throughout the world to contribute to a cultural promotion fund located in the African Union.  

IX. DRAFT CONSENSUS STATEMENT

The consensus document is a tool to be submitted to the next AU Conference of Ministers of Culture taking place in September 2010.The Consensus Statement is an annex to this report.

X. CLOSING CEREMONY

During the Closing Ceremony, the Congress welcomed with great enthusiasm Mozambique’s proposal to host the   Third Pan – African Cultural Congress (PACC III) in 2012.
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