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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION
MEDIA ADVISORY

Nyerere: Supporting Academic Mobility and Revitalisation of Higher Education in Africa

(Side Event of the 3rd EU-Africa Summit)
INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA
WHEN:

23-24 November 2010
WHERE:
Garden Court Eastern Boulevard, Cape Town, Republic of South Africa 

WHO:
The African Union Commission and the European Commission
In association with the African Association of Universities, the European University Association, the ACP Secretariat and the Tuning feasibility study consortium (University of Deusto, the Coimbra Group of Universities and the German Academic Exchange Service). 

WHY:          
Social economic development in Africa will require high quality tertiary education and research capacity, which the African Union Commission, with support from the European Commission, is addressing through enhanced intra-African academic networking and mobility of students and scholars, and the Pan African University project. The EU development policies with Africa emphasize the importance of cooperation in higher education, and the 2nd AU-EU Action Plan includes European support for these initiatives
Objectives:  - 

The conference has four main objectives, which will contribute to further EU – Africa cooperation in the area of higher education:

a) To enhance awareness on the place of higher education within the vision of the African Union;

b) To apprise stakeholders of the higher education programmes in the African Union, including the Pan African university Project, and to give stakeholders the opportunity to provide input to the programmes content and process in order to engender ownership and commitment;

c) To announce the Nyerere programme for scholarship and academic mobility in a visible manner, explain its objectives, goals, management and application process, as to stimulate effective implementation of the programme through networks of universities bound together by inter-institutional agreements;

d) To identify and put forward policy recommendations for the support of higher education capacity building and academic mobility in Africa; this part of the conference should contextualize the Nyerere programme and build on results of ongoing EU – Africa policy initiatives in the field of higher education, including the use of European Tuning Approach to harmonization of higher education in Africa, the European Erasmus-Mundus "Access to Success" project.
Expected outcomes: 

The conference will result in a formal declaration to be presented to the AU-EU Summit of Heads of State
Participants:
Participants will be drawn from institutions of higher education and research in African and Europe, as well as related associations and senior government officials. 
Background:

The Heads of State and Government of the African Union have long recognised the core value of Higher Education in catalysing sustainable development through production of high quality human resources; generation of new knowledge and technology and in disseminating the results of scientific and technological research. In addition, through facilitating the acquisition of advanced knowledge, rigorous analytical skills and appropriate attitudes, the higher education system is responsible for educating future generations of citizens, professionals and political leaders who can contribute to improving the quality of life, including good governance. Higher education has a crucial role to play in achieving the MDGs, including production of teachers for basic education, medical practitioners for ensuring health; scientists and technologists for supporting agriculture and food security, and so on. 

The African Union (AU) therefore identified higher education as one of the key areas of focus in the Plan of Action for the Second Decade of Education for Africa (2006-2015). As a result of this, the African Union Commission has developed a number of major programmes and activities for the revitalization of higher education in the second decade of education for Africa, aimed aim at strengthening the quality and global competitiveness of institutions, while enhancing the attractiveness of the African higher education space. These activities include the Pan African University, the African Quality Rating Mechanism, the AU Strategy for Harmonisation of Higher Education and the Nyerere Programme for scholarships and academic mobility of students and faculty. They have attracted much interest from major partners inside and outside of Africa. For example, the Nyerere Programme has attracted Euro 45 million from the Tenth European Development Fund (EDF 10), beginning in 2011 for five years. The Pan African University has attracted potential ‘Lead Thematic Partners’,  such as UNESCO, Germany, Japan and India, to help coordinate the mobilisation of technical and other support. The Quality programme has received attention from the World Bank, which has in collaboration with UNESCO, established a framework for supporting the initiatives of the African Union in this area.

The 2007 Joint Africa-EU Strategy and first Action Plan (2008-2010) emphasize the importance of cooperation with Africa in higher education to build high-quality tertiary capacity through networking, mobility of students and scholars, and institutional support and innovation. The Africa-EU Strategic Partnership on Migration, Mobility and Employment foreseen in the Action Plan further stresses these objectives. Fostering higher education in Africa is instrumental both for growth and jobs and for providing schools with more qualified teachers. The Science, Information Society and Space Partnership also provides a platform for higher education with implications for research cooperation and research networks.
The Nyerere programme aims to support Africans to study and work in other African countries, thus encouraging intra-African collaboration and networking for higher education and research at continental level, as an instrument to move forward the African goals for higher education, including the Pan African University network of high quality African institutions. 

The support from the European Commission for this landmark endeavour is therefore unique and very timely. The EU support will enable an expansion of the Nyerere programme, increasing the numbers of intellectuals who will be produced whilst strengthening intra-African networking. Eventually, African institutions will be able to collaborate more productively with European counterparts, from a position of strength in terms of quality and an African identity. This should add more value to academic and research partnerships for a mutual benefit.   

The uniqueness of the current partnership with the EU is also seen in the desire of the EU to support Africa based on Africa’s own vision, and in ways that help to strengthen Africa’s academic resource base. In this light, the EC has started negotiations with the AUC towards supporting the AU Harmonisation Strategy for Higher Education, using the EC’s Tuning Approach (see below) which has been successfully used in other regions outside of the EU. It is noteworthy that this initiative will be implemented in collaboration with all key stakeholders including RECs, the AAU and other regional higher education associations, and UNESCO.
The EU bases its international activities on joint action between peers and co-operation on policy issues. The EU's objectives aim to support partner countries outside the EU works within regional policy frameworks, which promote education and training as a way to connect the peoples of the Union with their neighbours and to enhance understanding of each others’ cultures, history, attitudes and values. The EU international cooperation programmes are flexible instruments to achieve policy objectives and from which examples of good practice can be drawn.

While most of the EU development support in the area of education is channelled through country programmes, the European Commission supports three specific additional programmes to work towards the objectives of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy: Nyerere Programme (intra-African student scholarship programme); Erasmus Mundus Programme (mobility between Europe other world regions, including Africa), Edulink (university cooperation projects for ACP countries). For the 2nd AU-EU Plan of Action, this list will be expanded to include the Pan African University project, and African Quality Rating for Higher Education; and the expanded Nyerere programme, for intra-ACP academic mobility and scholarship.   
Following the "Developing links: EU-Africa Cooperation in Higher Education through Mobility" Conference held in December 2008, the European Commission is also undertaking a study to review the existing situation in harmonisation of curricula at national and regional levels, quality assurance and recognition of curricula in Africa and to put forward specific recommendations to enable African universities to harmonize in the area of higher education without losing their autonomy. This "Tuning" study aims to complement and support the higher education component of the Second Decade for Education for Africa, the work underway in the framework of the revised Arusha Convention, the African Harmonisation Strategy and the Nyerere programme.

The EU support for three of the existing initiatives – Erasmus Mundus, Edulink and the Tuning feasibility study - is well under way. The EU contribution towards the Nyerere programme will be announced at the EU – Africa summit of heads of states and governments in Tripoli, Libya on 29 – 30 November 2010. As this contribution represents one of specific deliverables under the Joint Africa – EU Strategy, the Commission is keen to ensure proper visibility through the Summit's side event with broad range of universities and their representatives. Such an event should allow publicizing the programme and putting forward policy proposals concerning the reform of higher education in Africa which are being drawn from the other initiatives in the Strategy, in particular the Tuning study and the Access to Success project, an Erasmus Mundus project working on higher education development in Africa.

Attached is the draft work programme of the event.
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Draft Program of theNyerere: Supporting academic mobility and revitalisation of higher education in Africa

22 November: 
Arrival of participants to hotels (2)

Registration of guests upon arrival (registration desk also open at 08.30 on 23 November)
23 November

09:00 Welcome
· Dr. Blade Nzimande Minister for Higher Education South Africa-tbc

· African Union Commission

· Dr. Lluis Riera, Director for Thematic Issues in Development Policy, European Commission 
· Mr. Lodewijk Briët, Head of EU Delegation-tbc

10:00-10:15
Group Photo
10.15-11.15
The Africa-EU–Strategic Partnership: an opportunity for higher education development in Africa, and for Africa-EU higher education cooperation 

Key note address by Ms. Beatrice Njenga, Head of Education Division, African Union Commission

Key note address, Brian O'Connell, Vice Chancellor, University of the Western Cape
11:15 – 11:30
Coffee break

11.30 – 12.45
Regional academic mobility: benefits and opportunities for African higher education institutions, academic staff and students

Themes: Academic exchange as a catalyst for intercultural understanding, cross-border cooperation, networks, knowledge-creation, reduction of brain drain, stronger integration in international education and human and economic development.



Chair:
Mr. Denis Salord, European Commission


Rapporteur: Association of African Universities (AAU)

Panellists: 
University Science, Humanities, and Engineering Partnerships in Africa (USHEPiA), Agence Universitaire de la Francophonie (Bureau d'Afrique Centrale et des Grands Lacs), African Union Commission
13.00 – 14:15
Lunch break

14.15 – 15.45  Thematic Break-out sessions

Session I:  Regional partnerships and academic mobility: a contribution to capacity building
Themes: Lessons learned from other programmes in Africa and elsewhere; experiences from existing regional collaboration initiatives regarding research collaboration and capacity development, mitigating brain drain and enhancing student and staff retention, and internationalisation. 

Chair: Damtew Teferra (INHEA) 
Rapporteur: European University Association
Panellists: Ms Inge Knudsen (Edulink coordinator), African Network of Scientific and Technological Institutes, University of Alexandria 
Session II: Governance and management: Supporting institutional capacity for change

Themes: Institutional leadership and strategic international collaboration, cooperation in leadership training, institutional leadership and regional higher education development

Chair: Mr. Peter Materu, Education Lead Specialist, World Bank (tbc)

Rapporteur: DAAD (German Academic Exchange Service)

Panellists: Association of Commonwealth Universities (ACU), Mitiku Haile, Mekelle University, African Virtual University (Nairobi), Prof. Mrs. Aize Obayan, Covenant University 

Session III  
Regional cooperation in Quality Assurance

Themes: Regional and sub-regional targets and initiatives in QA, how are institutions adapting to new pressures in QA- internal and external, QA and regional cooperation- initiatives for mutual learning, benchmarking and performance indicators, the outcomes of the 2010 African Union Quality Rating Mechanism.
Chair: Association for the Development of Education in Africa - ADEA

Rapporteur: Coimbra Group of Universities
Panellists: Universidade de Cabo Verde, Association of African Universities and European University Association, African Union Commission, 
15.45-16.15: 
Coffee

16:15 –18.00 
Plenary session: The Nyerere Progamme: approach and future perspectives (presentations combined with discussion/questions and answers)

The Nyerere programme and the Intra-ACP Academic Mobility Scheme: objectives, concept and practicalities

Themes: description of programme, potential and challenges, the application procedure, implementation requirements; outreach programme, tips on forming consortia

Chair: ACP Secretariat
Rapporteur: Education, Audiovisual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) 
Pannellists: African Union Commission, European Commission, Andrew Skidmore, University of Twente
19.00 Dinner
24 November
09:00 – 10.30
Plenary Session: Recognition – the case of the Arusha (and the Lisbon) Convention

Themes: Recognition in Europe: Principles of the Lisbon Recognition Convention, implementation and remaining challenges; Recognition in Africa: Explaining Arusha and Taking it forward, relating Arusha to other discussions on quality assurance

Chair: Juma Shabani, UNESCO Bamako Cluster office
Rapporteur: Inter-University Council for East Africa (IUCEA)
Pannellists: Andrejs Rauhvargers (Bologna Recognition Working Group/ Latvian Rectors’ Conference), African Union Commission, , Prof. Rebecca Walo Omana, Université de Kinshasa
10.30-11.00
Coffee break

11.00-12.30 
Thematic break out sessions 

Session I:
Institutional reactions to Nyerere and the Intra-ACP Academic Mobility Scheme: Making Nyerere and academic mobility in Africa a success – recommendations for governments and universities 

Themes: Institutional reflections on the Nyerere programme and it's potential to contribute to institutional development and regional higher education collaboration. Issues linked to motivation, learning agreements, curriculum, infrastructure, facilities.
Chair: South African Regional Association of Universities
Rapporteur: University of Zambia
Panellists: EACEA, Yazidhi Bamutaze, Makerere University Uganda, Erasmus Mundus Alumni

Session II:
Regional partnerships and academic mobility: a contribution to sustainable academic cooperation and quality
Themes: Lessons learned from other programmes in Africa and elsewhere; experiences from existing regional collaboration initiatives regarding research collaboration and capacity development, mitigating brain drain and enhancing student and staff retention, and internationalisation. 

Chair: Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS)
Rapporteur: European University Association (EUA)

Possible panellists: European Erasmus Mundus coordinator, Inter-University Council for East Africa,  Tswane University of Technology South Africa

Session III:
Teaching and Learning, Tuning and Harmonisation

Themes: The improvement of teaching and learning: Curricula alignment, learning outcomes, credits, student-centered learning, assessment.  Opportunities for regional cooperation and the subsequent effects on quality assurance and mutual recognition of degrees

Chair: African Council for Distance Education

Rapporteur: Coimbra Group of universities

Possible panellists: Julia Gonzalez (University of Deusto, Erasmus Mundus Action I coordinator), Ato Wondwossen (State Minister, Engineering Capacity Building Programme  of Ethiopia (ECBP), Padraig Walsh, Irish Universities Quality Board

12:30 – 14:00
Lunch

14:00 - 14:45
Presentation of break-out sessions outcomes by rapporteurs.

General rapporteur/moderator: European Commission (DG Education and Culture)

Followed by panel discussion:

14:45 – 15:30
Strengthening higher education in Africa through the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership: recommendations for policy, regulatory and financing initiatives


Chair: European Commission
Panellists: AAU, EUA and African Union Commission 

15.30-16.00 Coffee 

16:00 – 17:00
Conclusions and policy messages of the event

· African Associations of Universities and European University Association

· Dr. Lluis Riera, Director for Thematic Issues in Development Policy, European Commission

· African Union Commission

· Minister for Higher Education of South Africa 
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