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COMMEMORATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

ADDIS ABABA, ETHIOPIA

10th DECEMBER 2010
I. INTRODUCTION

1. The International Human Rights Day is commemorated annually by the international community as well as by the African Union on 10 December. The date was chosen to honor the UN General Assembly's adoption and proclamation, on 10 December 1948, of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), the first global enunciation of human rights. 
2. The formal establishment of Human Rights Day occurred at the 317th Plenary Meeting of the General Assembly (GA) on 4 December 1950, when the GA declared resolution 423(V), inviting all member states and any other interested organizations to celebrate the day and to exert increasing efforts in the field of human progress.  The day is celebrated as part of a common effort to bring the Declaration to the attention of the peoples of the world. 
3. This year, the Commemoration of the International Human Rights Day will be held on 10th December 2010 and will focus on non-discrimination relating to the UDHR Article 1 “All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights”. This year’s UN theme is “SPEAK UP, STOP DISCRIMINATION”.             
4. The Department Political Affairs (DPA) of the African Union Commission will commemorate this event in collaboration with the UN-Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights- East Africa Regional Office (UNOHCHR-EARO) and the National Human Rights Commission of the Federal Republic of Ethiopia. Besides statements that will be issued on 10th December 2010 the DPA will organize short story writing by school children in Addis Ababa. The students will be expected to write a short story reflecting the commemoration theme. The stories could entail discrimination or non-discrimination on the basis of race, color, gender, language, religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, disability, property, birth or other status.  
5. Students will be encouraged to write real stories but they can always use their imagination to raise awareness through their fictional tales. The stories will then be reviewed by the DPA and EARO and those ranking top three will be read during the Commemoration at the AUC Plenary Hall, Addis Ababa by the students themselves.
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