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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION

MEDIA ADVISORY
African Union Commission Initiatives against Trafficking 

(AU.COMMIT CAMPAIGN)
INVITATION TO THE MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES
WHAT:
OPERATIONALISING THE OUAGADOUGOU ACTION PLAN TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN

&

LAUNCHING OF THE AU COMMISSION INITIATIVE AGAINST TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS (AU.COMMIT) CAMPAIGN WITHIN REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITIES

WHEN:

6-8 December 2010
WHERE:
Republic of Djibouti

WHO:
The Department of Social Affairs (DSA) of the African Union Commission (AUC) in collaboration with the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD), the East Africa Community (EAC), the International Organisation for Migration Special Liaison Mission (IOM/SLM), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
WHY:
In recent years, the fight against trafficking in persons has gained much prominence in international and regional forums, which resulted in the adoption of international instruments and the launching of several programmes to address the scourge.  Among those are the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (2000); the United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT) programme (2004) and in the context of Africa, the Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially Women and Children (2006). 
Objectives: 
The AU.COMMIT Campaign stands for the African Union Commission Initiatives against Trafficking Campaign to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings. It seeks to promote actions and activities that the Department of Social Affairs (DSA) of the AU Commission would like to carry out during the period 2009-2012 within the framework of the Strategic Plan of the AU Commission for 2009-2012. 

The overriding objectives of the AU COMMIT Campaign are:

1. To sensitise RECs, and Member States of IGAD and EAC on the operationalisation of the Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially Women and Children, and on the regional launching of the AU.COMMIT campaign. 
2. To raise awareness of the AU’s continued commitment towards addressing the problem of trafficking in human beings throughout the continent.   
3. To galvanise activities undertaken by the AU Commission, including global, regional and national initiatives towards more synergised and coordinated actions to combat trafficking in persons in Africa.

The Workshop will address the following items:

· The Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially Women and Children (2006). 
· Initiatives and programmes in the IGAD and EAC regions regarding the prevention and awareness raising against trafficking in persons.
· Initiatives and programmes pertaining to protection of victims of trafficking in the IGAD and EAC regions.
· Initiatives and programmes on capacity building regarding prosecution of traffickers in the IGAD and EAC regions.

Outcome: 
The workshop is expected to finalise and agree on the roll-out of the implementation mechanism of the Ouagadougou Action Plan as agreed at the workshop held in Abuja in March 2010.
The workshop will be presented with a synopsis of the current state of trafficking in human beings pertaining to Protection, Prevention and Prosecution in the IGAD and EAC regions.
In addition, it is envisaged that at the end of the workshop and launch of AU.COMMIT, there will be better cooperation among AU Commission, partners and Civil Society Organisations and the Media.

Participants: 
Participants will be invited from the Regional Economic Community Secretariats (RECs), IGAD and EAC Member States, the League of Arab States, Civil Society Organizations, media organisations, UN/AU Social and Human Development Cluster members, and international development partners.
Background: 
In January 2007 the African Union adopted the Executive Council Decision which endorsed the Ouagadougou Action Plan to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, Especially Women and Children.  Furthermore, the Commission in collaboration with IOM was requested to assist Member States with the development and implementation of sound migration policies aimed at addressing trafficking in human beings, especially women and children.  The Chairperson of the African Union Commission is to report periodically on the implementation of the Ouagadougou Action Plan.  
Furthermore, the Sixth African Development Forum, in November 2008, jointly organized by the UN Economic Commission for Africa, African Development Bank, and the African Union, again reiterated the need for the prompt popularization and implementation of the Ouagadougou Action Plan. Similarly, the Africa-EU Strategic Partnership (Lisbon Action Plan, 2008) particularly the Africa-EU Partnership on Migration, Mobility and Employment, calls for more action to combat trafficking in persons.
Additionally, the AU Plan of Action on Drug Control and Crime Prevention (2007-2012), adopted by the AU Assembly in January 2008, provides for coordination of activities to fight human trafficking, to protect victims and prosecute offenders.  
With the Ouagadougou Action Plan at the centre of its objective the campaign reaches out to Member States, the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and Civil Society Organisations in taking serious measures against combating trafficking in human beings.  
Taking the campaign further, and as per the Executive Council Decision the AU Commission in collaboration with the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), the International Organization for Migration (IOM) and the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) organised a Regional Consultative Workshop for RECs on the operationalisation of the Ouagadougou Action Plan in March 2010 in Abuja, Nigeria, where the AU.COMMIT Campaign was also launched with RECs.  
The African Union (AU) through its Ouagadougou Action Plan, the Migration Policy Framework for Africa (MPFA) and the African Common Position on Migration and Development (Commonly referred as the African Common Position), and the Joint Africa-EU Declaration on Migration and Development (commonly referred as the Tripoli Joint Declaration) emphasized on the need for greater capacity building, policy formulation, and awareness creation in the area of migration management including in combating trafficking in human beings.

The Ouagadougou Action Plan was adopted by Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Ministers Responsible for Migration, and Ministers Responsible for Development from Africa and EU Member States, and the African Union (AU) as well as European Union (EU) Commissioners and representatives of international organizations gathered in Tripoli, The Great Socialist People’s Libyan Arab Jamahiriya from 22-23 November 2006. 

The Ouagadougou Action Plan is a declaration of the will and joint intent of the African Union and the European Union and their Member States to enhance their efforts to fight trafficking. It provides specific recommendations to be implemented by the Regional Economic Communities (RECs) and Member States based on the legal and political basis at regional, continental and global level. It further upholds and reinforces the international and regional legal instruments on human rights particularly the conventions on trafficking in person, elimination of discrimination of women, and protection of the rights of the child.  These include:

1. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948);

2. The UN Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979);

3. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989);

4. The UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime and its Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children (2000);

5. The Constitutive Act of the African Union (2002);

6. The African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights (1981) and its Protocol relating to the Rights of Women (2002);

7. The African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child (1990);

8. ILO Convention on Worst Forms of Child Labour (1999);

And it reinforces declarations including: 

9. The Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action (1995);

10. The Declaration of the World Summit for Children (1990);
11. A World Fit for Children- UN General Assembly Special Session on Children (2002); 

12. The African Common Position on Children (Declaration and Plan of Action 2001); and

13. The Call for Accelerated Action on the Implementation of the Plan of Action Towards Africa Fit for Children (2008-2012)

For more information, consult the African Union website: www.africa-union.org .

Interview requests should be directed to Mrs. Esther Azaa Tankou, Division of Communication and Information, African Union Commission. E-mail: yamboue@africa-union.org; esthertankou@yahoo.com; 

Ms Jane-Marie Ongolo, Department of Social Affairs, African Union Commission, Addis Ababa, Tel: +251-115517700x190, Fax:+251-115533616/115504985/115517844 email:ongolojm@africa-union.org; or chantelk@africa-union.org
Attached is the agenda of the AU COMMIT Campaign workshop scheduled for Djibouti.
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AU.COMMIT 

LAUNCH AND WORKSHOP ON OPERATIONALISING THE OAGADOUGOU ACTION PLAN TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS, ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Djibouti, 6-8 December 2010

DRAFT PROGRAMME (DRAFT #2)

	DAY 1: Monday, 06 December 2010

	Morning session:  AU.COMMIT LAUNCH


	09:30 – 09:45
	Welcoming remarks by Executive Secretary of IGAD

	09:45 – 10:00
	Welcoming remarks by Executive Secretary of EAC

	10:00 – 10:15
	Statement of support by IOM

	10:15 – 10:30
	Statement of support by the Head of European Union Delegation in Djibouti

	10:30 – 10:45
	Statement of support by the UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons - 

Ms Joy Ngozi Ezeilo

	10:45 – 11:00
	Launch of AU.COMMIT campaign by H.E. Adv. Bience Gawanas, AUC Commissioner of Social Affairs

	11:00 – 12.30
	Refreshments, Photo opportunity, press briefings and Lunch Break

	Afternoon session:  WORKSHOP ON OPERATIONALISING THE OUAGADOUGOU ACTION PLAN TO COMBAT TRAFFICKING IN HUMAN BEINGS ESPECIALLY WOMEN AND CHILDREN

	13:30 – 13:40
	Opening remarks by Dr. Olawale Maiyegun, AUC Director for Social Affairs

	13:40 – 13:50
	Meeting Overview  and Objectives by IGAD and EAC

	13:50 – 14:00
	Overview by AU Commission on the Ouagadougou Action Plan and AU.COMMIT

	14:00 – 15:30
	Report on in-country situation assessment – Ethiopia
Discussion 

	15:30 – 16:00
	Refreshment Break

	16:00 – 17:30
	Report on in-country situation assessments – IGAD and EAC region 

Discussion

	DAY 2: Tuesday, 07 December 2010

	08:30 – 10:30
	Plenary discussion: Experience sharing for Member States, REC’s and International Partners

	10:30 – 11:00
	Refreshment Break

	11:00 – 11:30
	Briefing by EAC on status of trafficking in persons and regional responses in East Africa

	11:30 - 12:00
	Report of the IGAD RCP Meeting 

	12:00 – 12:30
	Briefings by CSOs on status of trafficking in persons and responses  

	12:30 – 13:00
	Overview by European Commission on the Africa-European Union Partnership on Migration, Mobility and Employment (MME)

	12:30 – 13:30
	Lunch

	13:30 – 14:30
	AUC introduction of proposed Continental implementation matrix

Discussion

	14:30-15:30
	Discussion and agreement on regional strategies to combat human trafficking

	15:30 – 16:00
	Refreshment Break

	16:00 – 16:30
	Discussion and agreement on regional strategies to combat human trafficking

	
	

	DAY 3, Wednesday, 8 December 2010

	*Partnership building – not included in core workshop report, annexed and distributed separately


	08:30 – 09:30
	Workplanning for prevention of and identification of victims of trafficking in persons

	09:30 – 10:30
	Workplanning for protection of victims/ treatment practices following violence

	10:30 – 11:00
	Refreshment Break

	11:00 – 12:00
	Workplanning for prosecution of traffickers

	12:00 – 13:00
	Workplanning for partnerships

	13:00 – 14:00
	Lunch

	15:00 – 16:00
	Adoption of Report

	16:00 – 16:30
	Closing remarks – Dr. Olawale Maiyegun, Director for Social Affairs, AUC
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