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Opening Statement by Dr. Olawale Maiyegun, 
Director for Social Affairs, AU Commission at the Workshop on Operationalising the Ouagadougou Action Plan into a Strategy to Combat Trafficking in Human Beings, 
Especially Women and Children

Djibouti, 6-8 December 2010
Your Excellency, Minister of Justice  of the Republic of Djibouti, 
Executive Secretaries of IGAD and ECA,
Ambassadors present here this morning, 

Distinguished guests of honour
Distinguished representatives from six of our continental Regional Economic Community Secretariats, 

Dear colleagues, friends and media representatives,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Please allow me to start by expressing my sincere appreciation for your presence here and my deepest gratitude for the commitment shown by all of you to support and contribute to the AU.COMMIT Campaign.
As you have just participated at the launch of the AU.COMMIT for the IGAD and EAC regions, I wish to take this opportunity to again remind all gathered here why we are together today.  The reason is simple.  Now that the campaign is launched, we cannot stop there.  We need to take this opportunity to indeed galvanise and implement the AU.COMMIT regionally and nationally.

We need to remind ourselves that respect for human rights should be at the core of any effort to combat or eliminate trafficking in persons.  Trafficking is a grave violation of human rights in particular the right to liberty, human dignity, and the right not to be held in slavery or involuntary servitude.  Moreover, as experiences from around the world show, trafficking is often related to the violation of a wide range of other fundamental human rights, such as the right to freedom from discrimination, right to life and security of person, right to human dignity, freedom from torture, inhuman or degrading treatment, right to recognition as a person before the law, right to freedom from arbitrary detention, right to access to justice, legal aid and representation, right to equal protection before the law, right to compensation and effective remedy, and right to non-conditional assistance, right to privacy, right to freedom of movement, right to information and freedom of expression, right to freedom of association,  right to be heard, right not to be held in slavery and freedom from forced or compulsory labour, right to just and favourable conditions of employment, right to remuneration, right to equal pay for equal work, right to marry, right to health, right to bodily integrity, right to reproductive self- determination, right to gender equality.
Consequently, any approach at combating trafficking must be victim and child centred integrating gender and age appropriate perspectives.  Furthermore, since trafficking is not limited by national boundaries, there is a need to increase cooperation and capacity among regional and sub regional mechanisms such as all gathered here today. 
From our process so far, we have learnt some valuable lessons.  If I may remind us all:  The process must be Government-led and in full cooperation with each other.  We need to establish multi-sectoral task forces established to oversee national activities and sub-regional action plans which provide the operational framework and facilitate annual workplans being developed and, importantly, implemented.

Important concepts that we already know will become clear as needed over the next few days are Partner Ownership, Efficiency, Transparency, Precision, Accountability, Harmonization, Emphasis on process, Attention to inter-governmental issues, Patience – achievements happen at a natural pace, and mutual Respect for the process and outcome – thread that unites everything together.
However, although we already know and understand that these concepts will form the backbone of our discussions, it is imperative that we work through them together, as a unit, in order to come to a common understanding and way forward in this crucial campaign.
I thank you.  
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