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PRESS RELEASE Nº166/2010

AFRICAN UNION OBSERVES WORLD AIDS DAY

Addis Ababa, 01 December 2010 –Within the objective of raising awareness on the impact of HIV/AIDS in the continent, the African Union (AU) commemorated World AIDS Day today, 01 December 2010, at the AU headquarters in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, under the theme “Universal Access and Human Rights”.

The department of Social Affairs and the directorate of Medical Service of the African Union Commission (AUC) jointly organised this year’s World AIDS Day event under the slogan: “Light for Rights”.   

Advocate Bience Gawanas, Commissioner for Social Affairs of the African Union Commission noted that in 2001 African leaders “declared AIDS a state of emergency on the continent”. They recognized that the epidemic constitutes not only a major health crisis, but also an exceptional threat to Africa’s development, social cohesion, and political stability as well as to the survival and life expectancy of African peoples”.
Commissioner Gawanas said that the AUC acknowledges the seriousness of the HIV epidemic in Africa and its significant impact on the workplace as it threatens productivity and welfare of the Commission’s personnel and their families. In this regard, she went on, in 2009, the AU AIDS Workplace policy was adopted to mitigate the impact of HIV and AIDS on the AUC, its personnel and their dependants as well as the community”.   

She also indicated that everyone has a role to play towards promoting universal access to prevention, treatment as well as care and support. “We have heard many moving stories of people diagnosed with this disease. What the victim and families most want from the community are acceptance, freedom from stigmatization, love and kindness, a smile and acknowledgment that they are still part of the community”, she added.   

During the commemoration ceremony Mr. Juan Somavia, Director-General of the International Labour Office, underlined the challenge of prevention efforts because of persistent stigma and discrimination against persons living with and affected by HIV. “Discrimination based on HIV status often blocks access to jobs, and for others, it results in job losses” he added.  

According to Mr. Somavia “Some 33.3 million persons worldwide are living with HIV today. With five million on treatment, some 10 million more still do not have access to the treatment they need. One in four AIDS related deaths is caused by tuberculosis, a preventable and curable disease”. 

The commemoration activity included presentations, question and answer session as well as Voluntary Counselling and Testing (VCT) service. 
Participants at the commemoration of the World Aids Day at the African Union Commission headquarters were drawn from Embassies of AU Member States, representatives from UN Agencies, officials and staff of the AU Commission and media personnel. 

Within the framework of commemorating World AIDS Day, a five kilometre walk, from Arat Kilo to AU premises is scheduled to take place on Saturday, 04 December 2010 at 09:00am. Participants should be at the AU premises at 07:30am.
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