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Press Release

First Pre-Deployment Orientation Training of the 

African Union Youth Volunteers Corps (AU-YVC) concludes 

Nigeria, Calabar, December 16, 2010: The first batch of the African Union Youth Volunteers Corps (AU-YVC)  on the 15th of December, 2010, concludes a two weeks extensive pre- deployment orientation training in  Obudu, Nigeria .
During the closing ceremony for the training of  the first contingent of the (AU-YVC) held in the Government House, Calabar, Cross River State, Nigeria, on the  16th  of  December, 2010 , Professor Jean Pierre Ezin, Commissioner of Human Resources Science  and Technology of the African Union Commission (AUC)  in his opening speech called  upon the  60 volunteers  to use the knowledge they have acquired in the course of this training to defend the vision of the African Union.

The Commissioner urged the Volunteers , “ Wherever you are deployed, be the worthy mouthpiece and ambassadors of the African Union through your moral and ethical qualities, your skills, talent and team spirit, all directed to promoting constructive changes in your respective areas of  activity”. (Full speech available on the AU website: www.africa-union.org).  

Worth recalling that, the Decision of the AU summit in Banjul, in July, 2006, mandate the AUC to popularize and promote the implementation of the African Youth Charter, of which one of the core components is the development of the youth Volunteerism program. 

Permanent Secretary Hajiya Rabi in her opening speech, on behalf of the  Honorable Nigerian Minister of Youth Development ,Senator Akinlabi Olasunkanmi  at the  closing ceremony said  “ our youth are not only innovative; they are resilient and energetic enough to drive positive changes on the continent”.

The speech of the Nigerian Minister, urge  the African Union to increase the number of enrolled volunteers to give more interested young Africans opportunities to provide service to meet the need of the continent in the area of manpower, and added “Africa has countless professionals who are ready to volunteers in the service of the continent”. 
The creation of the AU-YVC is in harmony with the four AU strategic Pillars, that are namely i) Peace and Security, ii) Development, integration and cooperation iii) shared Values and iv) Institution and Capacity building.
At the closing ceremony, the 60 volunteers who received their certificate from the Commissioner  conducted an interlude-musical at the stage,  “African Youth, Wonderful Generation, Beautiful Creation, Great Great Population, Arise young Champions, Take up the Challenge, Realize the Dream, The future is now,  Our future is Now”…

The training jointly organized by the Department of Human Resources and Youth Division of the African Union with its partners, the UNFPA, UNDAIDS and the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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