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DIVISION OF COMMUNICATION AND INFORMATION
MEDIA ADVISORY

Celebrating the African Youth Day and Launching of the International Year of Youth on 1st of November 2010

Theme: “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”
INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

WHEN:

1st November 2010
Events on the continent include a variety of activities, ranging from conferences, roundtables, concerts, film festivals, debates, picnics, free guided tours, art exhibitions, various contests campaign and programs. Specific and symbolic activities (see draft programme) are organized at continental level.
WHERE:
United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (ECA) in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

WHO:
The African Union Commission (AUC), in collaboration with the United Nations Economic Commission of Africa (UNECA) and other UN Agencies.
WHY:          
To encourage  young people to dedicate themselves to fostering progress, including the attainment of the UN Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), which seek to slash a host of social ills, ranging from extreme poverty and hunger, to maternal and infant mortality, to lack of access to education and health care, etc. all by 2015. 

Objectives:  - 

The objective of this event is to promote an increased understanding of the importance and benefits of youth participation in all aspects of African society and to devote their energy, enthusiasm and creativity to development and inter-generational and cultural understanding. 

Expected outcomes: 
Improvement of dialogue and communication between generations, 

Building of bridges between official Authorities and young people;

Finding of ways to reach consensus and mutual understanding on issues affecting the African Youth
Ways to facilitate the to the advancement of the agenda of youth development in all member states across the African Union, 
Raise awareness for effective and more ambitious investment in youth development programs and increased support to the development and implementation of national youth policies and programs.

Participants:
Participants will be drawn from:

· AU Member States through their  respective Ministries of Youth at national level with partners
· The African Union Commission; at continental level in collaboration with the UN Agencies, ECA and various Youth led organizations;
·  Networks and youth related institutions.
Background:

The rationale for the African component of the International Year of Youth is driven in the commitments made by African Heads of Government in the Fourteenth Ordinary Session of the Assembly in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on 2 February 2010 in recalling earlier Assembly Decision requesting all Member States and the African Group in New York to give their support to efforts geared towards the adoption of a draft resolution proclaiming 2010 “International Year of the Youth” initiated by His Excellency Zine El Abidine BEN ALI, President of the Republic of Tunisia:

The UN General Assembly resolution A/RES/64/134 “Decides to proclaim the year commencing on 12 August 2010 the International Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding”. The launch of an International year of Youth seeks to generate the attention for youth participation and youth development at local, national and global levels. The resolution also invites Member states, international and where appropriate, regional organizations including the African Union Commission to support all activities related to the Year.

The African Youth Day every 1 November was proclaimed and instituted on the occasion of the African Youth Charter adoption in Executive Council decision of Banjul Summit 2006. This Year the 1st of November would be marked under the theme “Dialogue and Mutual Understanding” jointly by the African Union (AU) and the United Nations Economic Commission of Africa (UNECA). 
The events have covered a variety of different themes.  Apart from the theme of the Year, dialogue and mutual understanding, the events must focus on youth and climate change, peaceful elections, disarmament, ICT, sports, peace, women’s leadership, HIV/AIDS, hunger and youth empowerment.

The International Year of Youth (2010/2011); In an effort to harness the energy, imagination and initiative of the world’s youth in overcoming the challenges facing humankind, from enhancing peace to boosting economic development, the United Nations today proclaimed an International Year of Youth (2010/2011) starting on 12 August 2010.

The Decade on African Youth Development: The Executive Council declared the years 2009 to 2018 as the Decade on Youth Development in Africa (DoYDA). The decade was declared during the last Executive Council held in January 2010 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The decade is an opportunity to advance the agenda of youth development in all member states across the African Union, to ensure effective and more ambitious investment in youth development programmes and increased support to the development and implementation of national youth policies and programmes. During the decade, the AU Commission and member states will collectively implement the African Union’s 10 year plan of action on youth development in Africa, which will focus on priority areas for youth development in member states, as outlined in the African Youth Charter. 
Attached is the draft work programme of the event.
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Draft work Program of African Youth Day and Launching of the International Year of Youth on 1st of November 2010
	Time
	Activity 
	Remarks

	900-930
	Welcome and registration
	

	930-940
	Youth Guest Speaker 
	

	940-950
	Welcome Note: Executive Chairperson UNECA
	

	950-1000
	Introduction Note: Chairperson AUC 
	

	1000-1010
	Opening: President of the Federal Democratic Republic of  Ethiopia
	

	1010-1030
	Combined presentation on the work of AU/ECA on youth
	Presentation/video clip/ narrative/testimony 

	1030-1040
	Poem: “My African Dream”
	A young person

	1040-1230
	Panel discussion between 6 adults (4 African Ambassadors, representative for the UN, representative for the AU) and 6-10 youth with diverse background.

Topics of panel discussion:

Bridging of the generational gap on decision making and leadership transition:

· Youth participation on socio economic issues at all levels 

· Education and skill development

· Role of technology and communication 

Youth Empowerment and Globalisation :

· Where does youth see its future in the globalised world

· Access to financial capital for youth

· Youth rights and youth living in (post) conflict situations


	The discussion consists of:

· 30 min per topic

· 30 min for discussion

· Wrap up 



	1230-1245
	Closing session 
	Introduction of the Green Ribbon Campaign for Youth

	1245-1300
	Snack/tea/Coffee /soft drink
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