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Africa EU Summit opens in Tripoli

Tripoli, Libya 29 November 2010- With the present and future interests of 1.5 billion citizens in nearly 80 countries to consider, the 3rd Africa- EU Summit of heads of state and government started in the Libyan capital Tripoli today. Being held as it is, against the backdrop of the recent global financial and economic crisis, the summit holds immense potential for both Africa and the EU. 

Under the overarching summit theme: "Investment, economic growth and job creation", African and European leaders are discussing concrete ways to stimulate inclusive growth, to create employment opportunities and to consolidate the recovery from the global financial and economic crisis. 

At the opening ceremony of the summit today, Africa reiterated that as indicated by the theme, the partnership between Africa and Europe goes beyond institutions and is directed towards persons, their essential needs and their real concerns. Hence the oft quoted phrase that it is a "people centered partnership".

Chairperson of the AU Commission Dr Jean Ping highlighted the need for strong and lasting economic growth as an imperative for assuring job creation. This call is especially important given that African economies are forecast, with a few exceptions, to grow on average, by 4.8% in 2010 and 5.6% in 2011- figures which Dr Ping described as being "below the minimum 7 percent" required. 

Mr. Ping underlined the important position that Africa now occupies in the globalised world. As examples of this, he referred to the continent's large population of one billion citizens, its considerable resources and the fact that it constitutes the second lung of the global economic system with its Congo basin forests. The way Africa is seen today has evolved and changed, and there has been a paradigm shift from the traditional donor- beneficiary relationship it used to have with Europe, Mr. Ping added. He also emphasized the fact that Africa is one , and should be considered as a single entity.
Mr. Ping noted the achievements realized under the 1st Joint Africa Europe action plan, emphasizing that "the most significant advances" were realized in the area of peace and security. 
The summit is expected to adopt the Tripoli Declaration and an action plan for 2011- 2013 that translates the political will of the leaders into concrete action. The action plan, which has eight priority areas of action, will build on the work accomplished since the last joint summit held in 2007, and reflect the shared determination to respond effectively to the challenges of tomorrow. The eight priorities are peace and security; democratic governance and human rights; regional integration, trade and infrastructure; climate change and environment MDGs; energy; migration, mobility and employment; and science, information society and space.

The opening ceremony of the summit, chaired by Mr. Ali Bongo, President of Gabon and Deputy Chairperson of the African Union, was also addressed by Leader Muammar Gaddafi of Libya; the President of the European Council Mr. Herman Van Rompuy;  the President of the European Commission, Mr. Jose Manuel Barosso; and representatives of the Pan African Parliament and the European Parliament. Turkish President Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan also addressed the summit.
The summit falls within the context of the Joint Africa- EU Partnership, established in 2007 with the signing of the Lisbon treaty. Through the partnership the two continents pursue common interests and strategic objectives as equal partners. A Joint AU-EU Strategy (JAES) was also adopted. The collaboration is the only existing strategic partnership between two continents. It seeks to establish an equal partnership between Africa and Europe. This is particularly important in light of the need for development and cooperation as well as to put the burden of colonialist history behind them. Ultimately, a win-win situation that involves both parties working together is expected.

The summit ends tomorrow 30 November with a press conference at 13:00.
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