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Mr. President of the Gabonese Republic, Co-Chairperson of the Third Summit,
Mr. President of the European Council, Co-Chairperson of the Third Summit,

Your Majesties, Heads of State and Government,

Mr. President of the European Commission,

Mr. President of the Pan-African Parliament,

Mr. President of the European Parliament,

Heads of Delegations,

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

1. Ten years after the first Summit in Cairo in 2000 and three years after Lisbon, the third Africa-Europe Summit opens today within a global context marked by profound changes, an increase in global challenges as well as in the collective responses by the International Community to these issues, mainly through international forums like the G20, the G8 or through United Nations conferences on MDGs which held in New York and on climate change. 
2. Alongside these efforts, there is also Africa which, over the past years, has increased initiatives to demonstrate its political will and determination to act, to draw up its own Agenda and spare no effort in taking charge of its own destiny. Thus, the African leaders’ vision of a continental institution which is able to face the challenges of the 21st Century has since become reality, with the African Union that is increasingly active on the international scene. In addition, conditions now appear favourable for Africa to materialise its economic potential, notably by consolidating the return of economic progress on the continent following the last global crisis. At the beginning of last October, the Mo Ibrahim Foundation published data which further confirmed a general improvement in Africa’s performances, in economic and human development as well as good governance.  
3. Africa, which is now said to have reconnected with globalisation, to constitute a pioneer market and the last frontier, has also diversified its strategic partners, among which the European Union occupies a privileged position. The world has today realised that it will be increasingly difficult, and even impossible, to continue to systematically overlook an entire continent with 53 of the 192 Member States of the UN; a continent on which one billion consumers live, and whose surface area is ten times the size of Europe as well as  India, four times that of the United States of America and three times that of China; a continent with considerable resources and which, with its Congo Basin forests, constitutes the second lung of the global ecosystem as well as one of the largest reservoirs of raw materials on the planet, which places it at the centre of the global issues!

4. In short, the way Africa is seen has evolved and changed. It is now considered as a real Partner and I will now quote Anne-Cécile Robert, a journalist at Le Monde Diplomatique, who wrote: “[a partner] with which relations can be established on an equal footing, as a Major Continent, with its own voice, speaking not only for itself but also for all: it in fact translates more than any other factor, the reality of a globalised world, its profound nature”.
5. The European Union is also aware of this and the adoption of the Joint Strategy at the Second Summit in Lisbon, helped to further strengthen the political dialogue instituted in 2000 aimed at greater partnership, which extends to other areas like security, for example.

6. This therefore constitutes a real change in mindset, a radical change in perception and heralds what is in store for cooperation ties between Europe and Africa; as, not only has the traditional donor-beneficiary paradigm shifted to a partnership of equals, but also that partnership was directed, for the first time, to the entire continent.  
7. The African Union sees Africa as one and must be taken as a single entity. As my predecessor, President Alpha Oumar Konaré, recalled three years ago before this august assembly, and I quote: “(...) It is not only sub-saharan, it is also maghrebian. It is neither black nor white. (...) And without denying its English, French, Spanish and Portuguese heritage, Africa should first assume its Africanness (...)”.  We are conscious of the efforts by the European Union towards that end.
Co-Chairpersons,
Your Majesties and Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

8. Our agenda has, among others, an item on the adoption of the Second Action Plan for 2011-2013 which seeks to address a series of new challenges and to establish a revised and enhanced framework for future cooperation. Permit me now to briefly outline the achievements made in implementing the Joint Strategy and its first Action Plan, so as to identify the strengths and weaknesses, and to envisage solutions that will provide greater benefits to the peoples of our two continents.
9. In general, it should be acknowledged, though the start was difficult, our partnership is now well on course. This has been possible mainly because of the AU-EU institutional architecture that provides for regular and frequent contacts at the highest level, half-yearly troikas of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, as well as annual meetings of colleges from both Commissions.

10. We can say that we have achieved real results in the eight partnerships of the Joint Strategy. However, certain partnerships have progressed more than others. Our cooperation thus recorded the most significant advances in the area of peace and security. This is certainly due to an awareness by Europe of the fact that its destiny is also tied to that of Africa, from which it is separated only by 14 kms in the Strait of Gibraltar: without a prosperous Africa, there will be no world in peace, as demonstrated by sea piracy and all forms of trafficking; and without a peaceful Africa, there will be no prosperous Africa.
11. In line with the Strategy and Action Plan of Lisbon, the European Union provided constant and substantial support to efforts by the African Union to prevent conflicts, restore peace, security and stability on the continent, to consolidate democratic processes and restore constitutional order. It has thus been proven that strengthening our cooperation ties and our partnership largely contributed to the remarkable progress we recorded in putting in place the Continental Peace and Security Architecture as well as the commendable positive developments in several situations of conflict or crisis in Africa.
12. In that connection, I will not fail to mention the establishment of the “Peace Facility”, an instrument which contributes to building the capacities of the AU and the Regional Economic Communities for accomplishing their peace mission. It is necessary to maintain and increase that assistance. In the same vein, the ongoing consultations towards the putting in place of a “Peace Support Facility”, in addition to the current “Peace Facility”, are promising. Permit me to express from this rostrum, to close this chapter, our deep gratitude to the EU as well as its Member States for their contribution to restoring and consolidating peace, security and constitutional order on our continent, as well as to promoting and anchoring democracy and rule of law.

Co-chairpersons,
Your Majesties and Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

13. Everyone is however aware that there can be no peace without development, as insecurity and violence feed on poverty, injustice and inequalities.
14. By focusing  discussions at this third Summit on three major issues that are of fundamental importance for the present and future of some 1.5 billion citizens on their two continents respectively, through the theme: “investment, economic growth and job creation”, Europe and Africa primarily recall that their partnership, which also involves Member States, the private sector, parliaments, etc., goes beyond institutions and is directed towards people, their essential needs and real concerns, which are more acute in Africa. Thus, although Africa has taken all measures called for by the Washington Consensus towards creating a favourable climate for attracting foreign capital, the problem of investment, for instance, remains urgent, since the continent, except for South Africa, still attracts less than 2% of FDI, that is, below that of the City-state of Singapore. 
15. Ensuring strong, balanced and lasting economic growth is likewise a vital necessity for Africa, if the continent truly seeks at least to reduce poverty by half by 2015, as stated in Objective 1 of the MDGs. Certainly, as I said earlier, forecasts predict progressive economic revival in all regions of Africa although the recession left them with deep scars. It was announced last July that 13 African countries will experience growth rates of between 6% and almost 11% in 2011. But the average figures for the continent in general, which are in the order of 4.8% at the end of 2010 and 5.6% in 2011, though appreciable, are still below the minimum 7% required for attaining this objective and for making an impact on poverty reduction.
16.  Still concerning the acceleration of growth, Africa had already launched several initiatives soon after the adoption of the MDGs and the NEPAD Founding Document in 2001 already selected domestic savings and improved public revenue collection as essential resources for that. These will be complemented by official development assistance, debt relief and private capital.
17. Furthermore, it is undeniable, even in Africa, that there can be no job creation without strong and lasting growth. Two years after the crisis, unemployment remains endemic on our continent and the situation is yet to improve, despite signs of an upturn in global economic growth and (significant) upswing in average GDP growth rate in Africa. The crisis took jobs from millions of people and this employment dilemma constitutes one of the major concerns of all our Governments. In fact, it affects all the social groups in our populations. The issue unemployment is not limited to the African continent. Therefore, at a time when the pace of globalisation demands and requires coordinated political responses within the framework of multilateral diplomacy, Europe and Africa, as strategic partners, could only work together to face these common challenges. And expectations are immense with regard to the outcomes of the Summit, particularly concerning studying and putting in place a mechanism to generate economic growth that is beneficial to all.
18. In the same vein, I would also say that Africa has made efforts to stem the glaring shortage in infrastructure, which is the main obstacle to the development of intra-African trade. Last July, we launched PIDA (Programme of Infrastructure for Development in Africa). All are welcome to participate and support, and we know that Europe has heard, and will continue to hear, our appeal. 
Co-Chairpersons,

Your Majesties and Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

19. In “Memoirs”, Jean Monnet, a Founding Father of Europe, wrote that “what is important is neither being optimistic nor being pessimistic, but rather being determined”. In the face of uncertainties and upheavals of unparalleled magnitude and in a world marked particularly by interdependence, multi-polarity, globalisation and the crucial need for international cooperation, which has been defined by some by the return of politics and the law of scarcity, Africa is more than ever determined to make its contribution to consolidating and concretising the Africa-Europe Strategic Partnership.
20. It is in that positive spirit that the attention of this august assembly is drawn to the following observations which aim to make this Summit the historic event announced: several issues, particularly those concerning the financing and adapting of existing financial instruments to the joint strategy are yet to be addressed. If responses to these fundamental issues are not found, this Tripoli Summit will achieve rather limited results.

21. Similarly, a political decision should be made on the establishment of the Pan-African fund or the “Africa’s Integration Facility”. There is also a need to consider the need for coherence and harmonisation between the work of our respective experts and policy statements, so as to permanently remove obstacles like that of EPAs, which is a vital issue to be resolved without delay for mutual interest.
22. We should also say that we fervently hope that the two Parties will commit to restoring a balance between the political and development dimensions in pursuing the implementation of the common strategy, much still remains to be done in the field of development.

23. Lastly, I will conclude on the need for all stakeholders to fully appropriate the EU-Africa partnership process.

24. Thank you for your attention.
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