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STATEMENT OF H.E. DR. JEAN PING, CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION

ON THE OCCASION OF THE OPENING OF THE AU-RECs-ECA-AfDB COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION

Zanzibar, 08 November 2010

The Secretary General of the East African Community (EAC),

The Executive Secretary of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa,

President of the African Development Bank,

Chief Executives of Regional Economic Communities,

Honourable Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
1. It is with great pleasure and a lot of optimism that I am taking part with you today in the 8th meeting of the AU-RECs-ECA-AfDB Committee on Coordination. I hope this will be a landmark in the integration process in terms of proposals, decisions and actions that will be taken.
2. May I first of all commend the ideal conditions of work and stay which have been offered to us by the beautiful island of Zanzibar, jewel of the United Republic of Tanzania.

3. Next, I observe the determination of all participants to stamp a new dynamism on the coordination of relations between the African Union and RECs, pillars of continental integration and engine in the implementation of regional programmes. I think in particular of the Chief Executives of these RECs who have taken time off from their usually charged activities, to bring their contributions to these important exchanges for the sake of the ongoing process. I also commend the intense work done by the Committee of Officials of the Secretariats, including the revision of the Protocol on Relations between the African Union and Regional Economic Communities.

4. Also, on behalf of the Commission and on our own behalf, I would like to thank Ambassador Juma V. Mwapachu, Secretary General of the East African Community, for his kind words of welcome as well as for the fraternal hospitality extended to all delegations since their arrival in Tanzania.

5. I would like also to take the opportunity to highlight the significant efforts deployed by the EAC towards the integration process on the continent, amongst which I recall especially the entry into force on 1 July 2010 of the Protocol establishing the Common Market, after its ratification by all the five Member States of the community.
6. I also greet the pivotal role played by the EAC in the success of the COMESA-SADC-EAC tripartite initiate, a perfect example of the contribution of the three RECs to the acceleration of regional integration and the realization of the African Economic Community, in terms of harmonization and coordination of their different programmes and activities.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

7. If we were to take stock of our integration efforts so far, I would say that much has been done. But much remains to be done also. In addition to what the EAC has achieved so far, I want to emphasize that many RECs have crossed the threshold of free movement and have in principle begun the phase of a customs union. This is the occasion to point out that ECOWAS has attained the stage of a customs union, even if it is not yet effective. Equally too COMESA has attained a customs union with some of its members. On the whole then, the RECs are in the process of consolidating the customs union phase which is the third stage in the Abuja Treaty. The three last stages of this Treaty are of a continental scale, namely, a continental customs union, an economic and monetary union marked by the advent of pan-African financial institutions, the establishment of a single African currency and the election by universal suffrage of members of the Pan-African Parliament. I would like to thank all the RECs for the efforts deployed thus far to attain the objectives of the Abuja Treaty. I encourage them to stay the course. 

8. If we base our analysis on information showing that the Southern African Customs Union was created in 1910 and that the East African Community came into being in 1919, we will see that our continent is amongst the harbingers of the regional integration movement which took hold of the world only 50 years later. Even before independence, many African leaders had already expressed the need for the creation of regional economic units, because in their perception the future belonged to big continental blocs. This was in particular the case of Osagyefo Kwame Nkrumah, Barthelemy Boganda, Jomo Kenyatta, Kenneth Kaunda, Leopold Sedar Senghor, Modiba Keita and many others.
9. African countries have undertaken the process of regional integration in order to achieve strong, sustainable economic growth and to become major and effective actors in world governance.
10. However, challenges have persisted in the integration process on the continent. We all know them and I will mention only a few: the lack of infrastructure, funding for integration, rationalization of our activities, the free movement of persons, issues of peace and security and the eternal but ever present debate of the optimum level of integration to be pursued: should we pursue the continental model or the sub-regional model? What integration speed should we adopt?
11. With regard to the issue of funding, the question was addressed at length in our Libreville meeting and I would like to inform you that measures have been taken at the Commission to find solutions. Following the request of the Ministers in charge of Integration during their 4th Conference in Yaounde, Cameroon, in May 2009, the Commission began studies on funding sources for integration.
12. May I also recall the last decision of the African Union Assembly held in Uganda which requested the African Union Commission, through the intermediary of Ministers of Economy and Finance, to quickly finalise the ongoing work on alternative sources of financing, for its consideration and adoption, during the next Assembly through the Executive Council in January 2011. In this regard, Ministers of Economy and Finance are required to meet very soon in an extraordinary session to consider the issue and make recommendations to the authorities of the Union. It should also be mentioned that this issue will be on the agenda of the 5th Conference of African Ministers in charge of Integration scheduled to take place at the beginning of December in Tripoli, at a date to be agreed upon by the Libyan authorities.
13. I should also recall, in this connection, the putting in place of three pan-African financial institutions provided for in the Constitutive Act, namely, the African Central Bank, the African Investment Bank and the African Monetary Fund. The role of these institutions will be, among others, to mobilize necessary resources to finance regional integration initiatives as well as assist in attaining a higher monetary harmonization and a deepening of the financial sector.
14. As concerns the rationalization of our activities, the Tripartite Arrangement is a reference that the African Ministers in charge of Integration have requested other regions to emulate in order to encourage mutual REC efforts towards partnerships. In this regard we commend the ongoing initiatives between ECCAS and ECOWAS as well as the efforts being undertaken under the chairpersonship of the Republic of Cameroon to rationalize cooperation and integration groups in the central African region.
15. I would like also to inform you that within the framework of the implementation of the Minimum Integration Programme, jointly formulated by the AUC and RECs, two sectoral meetings were organized in Nairobi, Kenya, in May 2010 and in Lilongwe, Malawi, in June 2010. The conclusions of these meetings gave birth to a MIP Plan of Action presented to this meeting for observations before its submission to the 5th Conference of African Ministers in charge of Integration for consideration and adoption.
16. The free movement of persons is also a challenge that we have to address to achieve our goal of integration. The African Ministers in charge of Integration have opted for a gradual approach which consists, to begin with, in exempting diplomatic and service passport holders of the need for visas and then subsequently to extend this exemption to ordinary African citizens. Here, we want to encourage those RECs which have already taken steps in favour of free movement, in particular, ECOWAS, CEN-SAD, EAC and SADC, and invite the other RECs to do likewise.
17. For questions concerning peace and security, it should be observed that although efforts have been made to work collectively and in harmony to resolve crises and conflicts, the fact remains that better coordination and consultation are needed to ensure that situations in one region do not spill over to the others, for example, or simply to avoid confusion and duplication of effort. I take the opportunity here to commend the untiring efforts of IGAD to support the African Union in restoring peace and unity in Somalia. I also welcome the collaboration between SADC and the AU as well as the international mediators in the search for a solution to the crisis in Madagascar. As we can see, these are problems of unconstitutional changes of government and of alternation in power which are staring us in the face and calling for lasting solutions.

18. Finally, at a time when our continental Organisation is preparing to cross the next landmark on its institutional and political roadmap, by its transformation from the Commission into a Union Authority, integration in Africa, led and implemented by many actors including governments, regional and sub-regional institutions as well as development partners, finds itself still at cross-roads. Fifty years after the majority of African states attained independence, the debate that separated the Casablanca group, “the revolutionaries”, from the Monrovia group, ‘the moderates”, is still reflected today in the current differences between the pan-Africanists, pulled by political considerations and those in favour of the building blocks or sub-regions which must first be consolidated.
Excellencies,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

19. By raising the last point, my intention is in no way to settle the debate or even less to give moral lessons. I wish simply to identify the ways and means of moving forward together by examining if perhaps we could combine these two approaches which, in my view, are complementary to arrive at a united Africa which offers a stable sector to foreign investments and which we can develop with our common effort and create by our unity the enormous resources of our continent, as President Nkrumah hoped.
20. It is in this sense that I recall the vital role of the African Union Commission in the harmonization of REC activities to ensure interaction and total synergy between our continental organization and the RECs, which continue to be its building blocks.

21. I am quick to acknowledge that harmonization has so far not been what it could be, and we need to do more to fill in the gaps and overcome the challenges and obstacles blocking a real coordination and fruitful collective actions towards continental integration.
22. To take a concrete example, let me come back to coordination in the area of peace and security: as I have emphasized before, it should be strengthened, especially as concerns regional cooperation mechanisms and at the level of REC participation in the work of the Peace and Security Council, as well as in the implementation of the decision to establish AUC/REC liaison office.
23. To end, permit me from this podium, to renew my warm congratulations to President Kikwete to whom the Tanzanian people, through the peaceful and smooth elections which just took place, have renewed their confidence in him to steer the destiny of the nation through a new mandate.
24. May I also express to H.E. Ali Mohamed SHEIN, President of Zanzibar, my warm and fraternal congratulations for his election at the helm of this beautiful island of Zanzibar. We express our thanks and profound gratitude for the hospitality and excellent working conditions provided for our deliberations.
25. I thank you for your kind attention.
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