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MEDIA ADVISORY

2nd SESSION OF THE AU CONFERENCE OF MINISTERS FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Theme: Strengthening Social Policy Action towards Social Inclusion

INVITATION TO REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MEDIA

WHEN:

The meeting will be organized in three phases: 

· Experts meeting: 21-22 November 2010 

· African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI) Extraordinary Governing Body meeting: 23 November 2010
· Ministers Meeting: 24-25 November 2010  
WHERE:                          Khartoum, Sudan, Burj Al-Fateh Hotel
.  
WHO:
Department of Social Affairs, the African Union Commission in collaboration with the Government of Sudan. 

WHY: 



The 2nd Session of the AU Conference of Ministers in   
                                           Charge of Social Development shall provide for Particular 
                                           attention on persons with disabilities, children and the aged
 



in Africa. 
OBJECTIVES: 
The main objectives of the second session of AU conference of Ministers for social development include: 

· To adopt strategies for the implementation of the Social Policy Framework for Africa (SPF) and consider critical capacity building modalities to facilitate the mentioned implementation; 
· To review the Plan of Action of the Decade of Persons with Disabilities and consider its extension and the future architecture to implement follow-up activities, including the restructuring of the African Rehabilitation Institute accordingly;

· To consider modalities for the creation of the Advisory Council on Ageing;
· To consider future activities following evaluation reports on the Plan of Action on the Family in Africa, and the Monitoring and Evaluation Framework for the implementation of the Call for Accelerated Action towards Africa Fit for Children.

Expected outcomes: 

The conference will be anticipated to adopt the following: 
· Implementation strategies for the SPF and social policy capacity building activities in Member States. 

· The recommendations of the Evaluation Report on the Plan of Action of the Decade of Persons with Disabilities (1999-2009), including the possible extension of the Decade of Persons with Disabilities.  

· Proposal for the restructuring of the African Rehabilitation Institute (ARI).

· Report on the creation of an Advisory Council on Ageing.

Background 



In most African countries development has not made a significant impact on the lives of the majority of the population, especially the marginalized and vulnerable groups.  Therefore, many countries in Africa continue to face a social development crisis as also portrayed in poor social development indicators. These include inadequate basic social infrastructure such as health and education, a high burden of disease, high illiteracy rates, gender inequality, political instability and overall generalized insecurity. The adverse effects of HIV/ AIDS, TB and Malaria on social development in Africa are well known. Millions of people are infected and affected every year, and this has hindered the provision of adequate social protection services. 

Despite these seemingly insurmountable challenges, African countries have made notable efforts to address and improve socio-economic development. Some AU Member States have designed and implemented various social policies with a consideration to play redistributive, protective and transformative or developmental roles. Some examples are cash transfer programmes to assist vulnerable groups, safety net programmes, food subsidy grants, the Child Support Grant (CSG) and an integrated programme to improve the situation of pregnant school girls and the Basic Education Assistance Module.

The 1st Session of AU Conference of Ministers in Charge of Social Development held in Windhoek, Namibia, 27-31 October 2008, adopted the Social Policy Framework for Africa (SPF), as a framework for coordinating and harmonizing social development policies in Africa. In operationalising the document, the Department of Social Affairs developed Implementation Strategies to guide AU Member States in implementing the Social Policy Framework for Africa.  The Policy Framework urges Member States to scale up efforts towards social protection for all, with emphasis on the vulnerable through an integrated and multi-sectoral approach. In order for the Continent to achieve the MDG’s by 2015, social protection requires the involvement and collaboration of other social development sectoral Ministries and partners, with each playing a supplementary role in efforts to improve the welfare of all Africans. 
Participants: 
Participants at the Second session of AU Conference of Ministers for Social Development will be convened from; Ministers responsible for Social Development and Experts/Officials from AU Member States, the RECs, the AU Commission and AU Organs, UN Agencies, Development Partners, International, Regional and National Organizations. 
Contacts: 

Dr Johan Strijdom, 

Head of Division: Social Welfare, Vulnerable Groups, Drug Control and Crime Prevention,

Department of Social Affairs

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

Fax:  00-251-115 533616/517844

Tel:  00-251-115-517700 Ext.  279, 
STRIJDOMJ@africa-union.org  

Mr. Molalet Tsedeke, 

Division of Communication and Information 

AU Commission 

+251-11-551 77 00 ext 206 or 251-911- 63 06 31 

molalett@africa-union.org ; or Molalet24t@yahoo.com 
_1332788806

