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Your Excellency, Mr. Ali Osman Mohamed Taha, Vice-President of the Republic of Sudan

Hon. Dr. Richard Kamwi, Minister of Health and Social Services (Namibia) and Current Chair of CAMSDII

Hon. Mr. Adil Awad, State Minister for Welfare and Social Security, Republic of Sudan

Senator Adwardo Suplicy, Republic of Brazil
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Honourable Ministers of Social Welfare/Development of AU Member States 
Your Excellencies Ambassadors 
Distinguished Experts
Distinguished Representatives of UN Agencies, Regional and International Development Partners
Distinguished Representatives of Member States and the Regional Economic Committees

Invited Guests

Ladies and Gentlemen

(All protocol observed)

It is indeed a great honour for me to address this Conference in the beautiful city of Khartoum and for the exceptional hospitality and services rendered by the Government of Sudan to make this conference possible.   We are indeed enjoying our stay here.   Our heartfelt appreciation to Sudan for hosting this important event.
As the AUC and in particular the Department of Social Affairs, we are tasked with protecting and defending the dignity and humanity of the marginalized, excluded, vulnerable and displaced and upholding social justice for all.   These are the children, pregnant women, people living with HIV, persons with disability, elderly, etc. In this regard, my department has always been committed to carry forth this mandate with the highest level of responsibility.  We developed policies, plans of action, declarations, participated in continental, global and national platforms to give Africa a voice in the arena of human and social development.  We engaged with sectoral ministers and sought your wise counsel and guidance. We followed up on the implementation of these policy instruments and reported progress. The progress reports were clear- that Africa is not making satisfactory progress in social and human development and this was further reflected in the recent MDG review.  
This meeting therefore will review progress, chart the future and have to result in the adoption of certain recommendations, strategies and reports for the implementation of the Social Policy Framework and the Call for Action on Children, and should also impact significantly on the concerns of the family, the aged, children and person with disabilities and thereby improving the life of people on the African Continent. 
On a daily basis we come face to face with life’s challenges-children begging for a piece of bread, people living in poverty and despair, destitution and the exclusion of those most vulnerable. When we come face to face with these realities and we wonder whether we deal with a household without a father/mother and ultimately a breadwinner; maybe a bedridden parent; maybe younger brothers and sisters that cannot be bothered yet with the importance of searching for the days meal; maybe a grandmother/father that is weak and in so much need for a meal to eat. The realization is that this situation on our continent needs serious intervention from us all – only as concerned citizens and leaders will we overcome these challenges we are facing.  They say Poverty is expensive and we cannot afford it.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Human progress in recent decades have been very uneven and despite our remarkable achievements in some areas of the MDGs such as remarkable advances in literacy, gender equality, life expectancy and overall human well-being, there remain serious concerns and deprivation – persistent poverty, heightened inequalities and greater vulnerability of many communities and social groups in most parts of Africa.

Our conference theme is ‘Strengthening Social Policy Action towards Social Inclusion’ (making the vulnerable VISIBLE) which is in line with many global agendas and conference themes on poverty reduction, social transformation and abolishment of inequalities.  There is definitely a move towards social and economic transformation and thereby giving people an opportunity to be healthy and well in order to be productive and self-sustainable.
What we need now are dedicated leaders that will pull through and ensure implementation the Social Policy Framework at country level; leaders and citizens that will engage in social policy capacity building activities in our respective countries.  People who will not forget the aged and the past roles they have played in building and developing our countries; last but not least people that will keep on working towards an ‘Africa Fit for Children’.   
In this regard, the Advisory Council on the Aged, the implementation framework for Africa Fit for Children, the Decade on Persons with Disability will amongst others be part of your deliberations. However, I need to say that I remain concern about the situation at African Rehabilitation Institue and hope that the Governing Board as well as this Conference will take urgent measures to reverse this untenable situation. ARI remains the only pan African organisation that caters for the rights and welfare of the persons with disabilities. We cannot and should not allow it to go down the path of so many institutions in Africa. We have a duty to bring back proper governance and management, institutional strengthening and above all an organisation that delivers on its mandate and with clear outputs. This situation has been carried on for too long and now is the time to take bold decisions with far-reaching implications
Therefore, we need strong political leadership, architects of social and economic designs, advocates for the implementation of the Social Policy Framework at country level and aligning our various guiding tools and development tools to the SPF.  It is important to note that policies and guiding documents, etc are mere paper. It is all about effective implementation and follow-up and concrete actions that will help us to keep tract of the implementation achievement and work towards improving the lives of African people.
But after all that said, the question remains: will we collectively realize that social development is a matter of collective will and common spirit and that whether the required leadership is present or not, we can choose to set society on a better and more just course. The answer is yes, it requires the collective involvement of all citizens and stakeholders who will also take collective responsibility for the health and well-being of people on the African Continent.

In conclusion, when I interact with people I learn every time that Africa knows; where other countries are forgetting at their perils that the foundation of a nation is a family; shared values of humanity, ubuntu, and African solidarity.  Let us assess ourselves if we are true Africans that concern ourselves with the well-being of its peoples especially the marginalized, vulnerable, excluded and disempowered.  Let us try and follow the country that successfully hosted the 2010 Soccer World Cup.  The South African motto says it all: “Putting People First”.

I count on you Honourable Ministers to give more prominence to our values as Africans and to make human neglect and social issues areas of greater concern.  I depend on you for the follow up and implementation of your decisions and the work to be undertaken in your own country and for positive reports that will be done in the next conference in 2012.  
May Peace, Unity, Prosperity and Social Justice Prevail in Africa for the greatness and health of its people.

I thank you.
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