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Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen

I. I wish to welcome distinguished participants to this vital segment on Water, Climate & Development as part of the highlights of the Africa Water Week.
1. We all note that it is taking place just before the 16th Conference of Parties (CoP16) to the UNFCCC due in Cancun, Mexico.
2. As you are aware, the African Union Commission continues to service the AU negotiating structure from the highest level, the Committee of the African Heads of State and Government on Climate Change (CAHOSCC) to the level of Technical Negotiators and indeed the relevant Ministerial level, in refining and championing Africa’s common position. The African leaders value the issues of climate change. They dedicated a Committee to issues of climate change. They meet regularly. They last met last week.
3. I trust that the outcomes from the Africa Water Week, and this track in particular, will invaluably inform the discussions on climate adaptation, on mitigation, on technology transfer, which are critical items on the agenda of  the global climate change negotiations especially for Africa’s common position.
4. I am also glad that this segment has brought  together essential agencies from governments, Regional Economic Communities, the United Nations,  River Basin Organisations and other key stakeholders.
II. African Union Commission
1. I would like to introduce briefly the African Union Commission which continues to support policy harmonization, partnership building, resource mobilization and advocacy for African causes and interests. 
2. It also looks at conscious decisions which have to be taken by the highest policy organs of the African Union to strengthen Regional Economic Communities, as building blocks for Africa’s integration, to serve as first instance of knowledge sharing , trade, and common regulations. 

3. Together with RECs and other pan African agencies and in collaboration with partners we continue to pursue the four pillars of peace and security, good governance, institutional building and shared values. 

4. We promote joint infrastructure like roads, telecommunications, energy and water  with Member States, International Finance Institutions, and donor agencies.
5. In supporting peace and security as priority, we note  that water in Africa is becoming a critical issue that affects social and economic security of every country.
III. Water’s role

1. For developed countries and the emerging economies, climate variability appears to be a manageable risk that can be addressed because they have the financial muscle, but for Africa it continues to  destabilize entire economies, societies and livelihoods of the people.
2. I am sure that the effects of El Nino and la Nina are still with us in many respects, for example, the infrastructure  that was destroyed ten years ago, and ravages to livestock and agricultural production are still vivid.
3. I believe that we must deal with variability now, if we are to have any hope of contending with the future changes
IV. Integration of Africa
1. One of the reasons and benefits of the African Union placing AMCOW as part of the Specialized Technical Committee on Agriculture, Rural Development, Water and Environment, is to enable Africa’s water sector get a high place on the continental agenda with vital sectors like agriculture, infrastructure (road, electricity, harbours and so on). 

2. The session on synergy and trade-offs is particularly important given the limited funding available to governments in trying to ensure that priorities in each sector can be undertaken with the highest efficiency for allocation for the optimum benefit of the citizens, who have different needs that must be met, including water for domestic and industrial use.
V. Gender, poverty and vulnerability

1.  It is noteworthy that quite often, responses to economic demands and climate variability result in infrastructure and services that are unaffordable or leave out large sections of the population for long periods, sometimes leading to resentment. 

2. It is also a fact that gender discrimination is both a cause of, and a result from, impoverishment and vulnerability.

3. The issue of youth, who are by far the majority of Africa’s population is of concern to governments and the African Union. We need to find ways to harness their energy, and pass on to them the stewardship for our nations. This is of  enormous consequence for our sustainable future- and present, as the future , indeed, belongs to the youth.
4. The poor are double vulnerable because they are first to be hit by effects of adverse climate- and the last to benefit from remedial measures.
5. Understanding now how to reduce vulnerability and discrimination is, therefore, one of the first steps for the continent.
VI. Dams and development

1. There are many initiatives on the African continent but I would like to focus on dams. As you may be aware, Africa has by far the lowest water storage of any part of the world, yet the climate variability is highest here. Dams and wetlands buffer  both extremes – floods and droughts. But the history of large dams has left a legacy of unfortunate memories for many that had to be displaced without adequate compensation. The lessons from the last 20 years must be brought to share the benefits of large infrastructure to  all the people, particularly those directly affected

2. Alternative technologies for rain water harvesting, storage in the soil  profile, groundwater augmentation  can serve to accelerate access to water and food security- and can be rapidly implemented at all levels- from household to community, watershed and across wide geographic areas. But it should be done with sound technical knowledge and good workmanship. I hope you will be expounding on most of these issues as you deliberate.
VII. Transboundary water management

1. Most African economies are small and can benefit tremendously from pooling their resources to serve a larger market. That is why we have collaboration and cooperation across the borders as water and climate change know no borders.
2. The July 2008 AU Summit in Sharm el Sheikh on Commitments on Water and Sanitation, which I referred to yesterday in my Opening Statement, prioritized joint projects between neighbouring countries in shared waters as this would also strengthen African solidarity.
3. The benefits from joint investment in Africa’s shared waters is growing rapidly, and I must appreciate, this session provides opportunities for us to learn how this cooperation and collaboration in so many different river and lake basins of Africa has been achieved
Finally, I wish to once again thank the Global Water Partnership for continued support to Africa’s water sector, and assure the distinguished participants that the deliberation of the session will find immediate anchorage and opportunity for follow-up through the African Union processes.  I wish to thank the World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) for being co-convenor , and request them to continue to highlight Africa’s plight in the work on the IPCC as well as the international negotiations and fora. We, as the African Union Commission, value this partnership.
Thank you.
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