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Opening Remarks 

 H.E. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace 

Commissioner,

Department for Rural Economy and Agriculture,

African Union Commission, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Minister Sabine Lauruelle, Minister of Agriculture of the Belgium Presidency to the EU
Minister Peter Nelson Mwanza, of the Malawian AU Presidency
H.E Commissioner John Dalli 

Members of the Diplomatic Community 

Distinguished Delegates 

The cold here in Brussels gives me a good  opportunity to bring to you warm  greetings and best wishes from Africa, and in particular  from  Chairperson, Dr. Jean PING of the African Union Commission.
It gives me great pleasure to address this high-level Meeting.  First of all, I wish to congratulate Commissioner Dalli for eloquently proving this audience the history that details the steps that have led us to today’s event.  The bonds between our two institutions, that is, the African Union Commission and the European Commission, have continued to grow stronger and, indeed, have assumed unprecedented importance within our evolving partnerships. We consider our meeting as a stocktaking exercise and to mark a milestone in our quest for safer foods throughout the world.  Let me, at this juncture, thank the EU-DG SANCO for the joint progress made in strengthening the overall SPS frameworks across Africa through the Better Training for Safer Foods Program – BTSF, for the past two years. I also wish to thank our collaborators, namely WTO-STDF, WHO, UNIDO, FAO, OIE, consumers, the industry, and in particular, the consultants and national contact points who have continued to work along with us. 
Your Excellencies,  

In spite of advances in modern technology and efforts to provide safe food, food-borne diseases remain a major public health concern both in developed and developing countries. For Africa, they are even more significant as we struggle to implement the vision championed by the current Chair of the African Union, H.E. President Prof. Mbingu Wa Mutharika for a food-secure Africa: a five-year commitment. In this context Africa embraces BTSF in improving the approach to food safety. This is increasingly reflected in the Comprehensive African Agriculture Development Programme (CAADP) as the momentum is heightening for increased agricultural production, productivity, food and nutrition security. You may wish to note that CAADP, adopted in 2003 is our strategic framework. This framework has been re-emphasised by various Summits of African Heads of State and Government. This progress is being propelled under the continent’s political leadership, with AUC, NPCA, RECs and other pan African institutions collaborating with strategic partners. In this connection, the African Union Commission recognises with gratitude the support, in the form of Euros 1 billion Facility which was given by the European Union towards addressing the global food crisis characterized by high food prices in 2008. We also appreciate the additional  support provided by the EU  at bilateral level  to AU Member States.
I am glad to report that in terms of moving the agriculture, food and nutrition security agenda on the continent, we are registering fairly good progress:
· 22 countries have conducted multi-stakeholder roundtables and signed compacts that encapsulate national consensus and donor buy-in on the key drivers of the agricultural sector;
· 18 countries have subsequently developed agriculture investment plans  many of which have been subjected to independent reviews and refined;
· 15 countries have had business meetings with stakeholders and partners;
· 5 countries have qualified for the Global Agriculture and Food Security Programme (GAFSP) funding arising out of the L’Aquila G8 initiative, and these countries are: Ethiopia. Togo, Sierra Leone, Rwanda and Niger;
· AU Member States have increased their own national budgetary allocations to agriculture in accordance , and in some cases, surpassing the CAADP target of 10%: so far 8 have gone beyond 10%;  11 have increased budgetary allocations between 5 and 10% and progress is continuing.

Excellencies, Commissioner, Ministers, Invited Guests, 
As you are aware, majority of African countries depend on agriculture for their livelihood and economic development; and Commissioner Dalli referred to the same. Poor Quality & Safety Standards impact on us in several ways including impacting on food and nutrition security; our health and well-being; with negative knock-off effects on consumer confidence, businesses and loss of friendships. This is not good for any economy.
We continue to highlight the responsibility of Governments to carry out Inspections, Surveillance, and provide necessary Information regarding food quality problems.

We also emphasise the food industry responsibility to ensure food safety in manufacturing, processing, and distribution as well as providing for general hygiene. This calls for great attention to provide consumers with safe food. 

To this end, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, and through our collaboration with DG SANCO, BTSF has provided for Africa a tool and guide for carrying out the above activities in a concerted manner. This tool draws inspiration from the principles of Good Agricultural Practices-(GAP), Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP), as well as Good Hygienic Practices (GHP) of the CODEX (WTO-SPS) standard on food hygiene and incorporates the EU Regulations on the sector. 
Your Excellencies, 
The African Union notes with appreciation the achievements where through BTSF, close to 500 inspectors have been trained in the use of the BSTF system, an opportunity to network and exchange best practices has been created, targeting harmonisation of food hygiene inspections, improvement of food hygiene practices in SMEs and strengthening the national veterinary services; with increased Partnership between Public and Private sectors (especially among institutions of higher learning - Universities, the private sector and relevant civil authorities). Further, opportunities for trade, market access and job creation have been unleashed at national, regional and Pan-African levels. We have also noticed improving consumer awareness on food safety. This trend encourages us to carry on with even more vigour.
The activities carried out under the BTSF-Africa are, indeed, encouraging deliverables of the Joint Africa-EU Strategy agreed upon by EU and African Heads of State and Government at their Lisbon Summit in December 2007, as earlier on referred to. As you would all recall, the Strategy’s first Action Plan 2008-2010 included 7 activities among which was a strategy on “Regional integration” and in which the component to strengthen SPS capacities in Africa, with five deliverables including the BTSF Africa. This activity has expended Euro 10 million to date, and we are grateful for this.
My Colleague, Commissioner Dalli!

Our endeavors need to be followed up by strategies and actions that ensure further improvement. Experience tells us that the EU has a Food Safety Authority (FSA), and a well established specific body the Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) to oversee the implementation of the European food and feed law. Within this Office, there is good infrastructure including personnel for border inspection programmes throughout Europe, (BIP). In addition, there is a Trade Control Expert System (TRACES) and a Rapid Alert System (RASFF) with the requisite funding. I believe this is why inspection procedures that take Africa 120 days are completed in just 12 days in Europe! What a difference! Europe has been able to raise awareness of its population of consumers and sensitize them to their rights regarding food safety. These consumers have now become the watchdogs that through their demands put pressure and drive the EU to react in timely fashion in recalling products, changing policies and developing new policies aimed at continually improving the food and feed laws and related regulations in order to respond to consumer needs, concerns and requirements. To be fully integrated, therefore, Africa looks forward to joint programmes in the establishment of a food safety institution, a functional competent authority that is fully supported for border inspections, rapid alert and monitoring to strengthen our food control systems. I am happy with  the presence of an EU counterpart within the EC Delegation in Addis Ababa, and a short-term consultant to work with the AU focal point in SPS on matters of food safety. This has contributed to the understanding and appreciation of food safety in Africa. At the recent Summit of the African Heads of State and Government, held in Kampala in July 2010, the African Standards Organization ARSO was endorsed as the African institution assigned the role of  developing  industrial standards including those for conformity standards.  This institution has a potential for hosting an activity similar to the Rapid Alert System. The location of a regional institution for accreditation purposes, close to the food establishments will definitely reduce the costs of expensive foreign accreditation. We would appreciate support for such an institution in taking forward the requirements developed under the BTSF. This will enable us monitor BTSF application throughout the continent.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Africa’s challenges lie in the inadequacy of laws and regulations and especially in their enforcement; inadequate infrastructure; limited human capacities, and limited consumer awareness- all of which are compounded by strenuous financial resources. 
It is, therefore, energizing to note with appreciation that BTSF has created the first nucleus of Train the Trainers. This is enhancing our capacity for inspection of food establishments. It is also encouraging that approaches for inspection are harmonized and that any concerns that would otherwise compromise food safety in Africa are addressed with due urgency.  In tandem, I wish to acknowledge efforts to improve the livestock sector, in particular, the eradication of rinderpest in Africa with the help of OIE. The Economic and Monetary Union of West Africa (UEMOA) is a case in point where the implementation of the Referential is undergoing testing. The experiences of UEMOA will definitely provide a springboard for other Regional Economic Communities to implement the Referential. I also wish to appreciate the support given to AU Member States through a number of projects, for example, the PANSPO Project that is enabling Member States to participate in international Standard–setting activities. This programme is being coordinated under one of my technical offices which is based in Nairobi, Kenya, the AU-IBAR.
Recalling my remarks at the 30 year celebration of the EU Rapid Alert system, where I called for establishing a Rapid Alert System for the African continent, both the then Commissioner Vassilliou and I agreed on an exchange of experts to buttress our efforts in food safety. 
Therefore, in accordance with the resolutions made by the African Ministers of Agriculture at their recent Conference in Lilongwe, Malawi  in October 2010, ‘‘to encourage further support of the EU in the BTSF programme’’, the Africa Union looks forward to continued cooperation and collaboration with the EU in developing joint programs in  areas like:

· Supporting the establishment of a food safety institution for Africa and providing basic infrastructure to support and strengthen frameworks for food safety. 
· Providing of training and minimum requirements for border inspectors to strengthen their capacity for border inspection. Adopting the TRACE and RASFP System will facilitate border inspection procedures as well as reporting and response mechanisms, starting with the East African Community which has established a Common Market, and moving on to other RECs as their integration processes advance.
· In line with article 67 of the AU Abuja Treaty to provide Policy on Standardization and Measurement systems, and in accordance with AU-DREA action line to improve the policy environment for market access and strengthen capacities for adopting agricultural health and food safety standards in support of ARSO as an organ of AU in mechanisms for enforcement & monitoring the referential on food safety and in the establishment of programs for Conformity Assessment, Traceability and Rapid Alert systems in Africa.
· Development of a systems approach and strengthening laboratories for plant health management.

· Development of consumer awareness programmes.
We have noticed increasing political commitment and policy support for undertakings both at the AU level and EU level. As we head for Libya at the end of this month for the Africa-EU Summit, and along the vision of the BTSF, these activities will form part of the second action plan 2011-2013 that are expected to be adopted by the Summit for the engagement of the various EU offices and organs and our international partners in furthering our priorities for trade and market access, strengthening our cooperation, and moving us into promising new areas that both our continents have committed to in moving  forward our vision of ensuring that food safety is, indeed, central to  food security and food nutrition in Africa. 
I thank you. 
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