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Monday, 22nd November 2010 at 9.30am at the United nations Conference centre, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia

President Girma Giorgis, of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

Honourable Minister who is our Host Minister

Honourable Ministers of Water and Sanitation in Africa, 

Excellencies, Ambassadors to Ethiopia and Permanent Representative to the African Union,
Excellencies, representing your respective Governments, and Partner Agencies
Executive Secretary of AMCOW

Representative of the Executive Secretary of UNECA

Representative of the Executive Director of UNEP
Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me start by welcoming you and also conveying to you the warm greetings and best wishes from the Chairperson of the African Union as well as my fellow Commissioners.

This is, indeed, a momentous occasion and a critical juncture.

We are gathered at the very venue, where African Leaders and the region’s partners assembled in December 2003, at the historic Pan African Implementation and Partnership Conference on Water. As you would recall, that Conference adopted strategies for the pursuit of the goals in the 2000 Millennium Declarations. It was to mark the beginning of sustained national, sub-regional, regional and continental efforts to bring Africa’s water and sanitation challenges from the margins to the centre stage. 

Since then and in the intervening period, and especially in the last few years, the African Union Commission, its Specialized Technical Committee on Water and Sanitation, which is the African Ministerial Council on Water (AMCOW), and other African inter-governmental bodies, launched and/or were associated with major new initiatives for improving water resources management, aimed at tackling the 2015 MDGs targets on water and sanitation in Africa. The constant effort made by Africa in carrying forward regionally and internationally adopted Water and Sanitation goals have been quite significant. These indicatively include: 

· The  2004 Sirte Declaration on the challenges of Implementing Integrated and Sustainable Development in Agriculture and Water in Africa, adopted by the Second Extraordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union meeting in Sirte, Libya.
· The 2006 Conference of African River and Lake Basins Organizations held in Kampala, Uganda.

· The 2008 Tunis eThekwini Declaration on Sanitation and Hygiene adopted by African Ministers responsible for Water and Sanitation

· The 2008 Ministerial Declaration on Accelerating Water Security for Africa’s Socio-Economic Development which was one of the key outcomes of the first Africa Water Week hosted by the African Development Bank.

· The 2008 Sharm El Sheikh Commitments on Water and Sanitation adopted by the African Union Heads of State and Government at their Summit in Egypt.

These efforts and commitments underscore the determination of the African Union Member States to accelerate the translation into action, at the national, sub-regional and regional levels of the African Water Vision 2025 and the Sharm El Sheikh commitments on Water and Sanitation. It is also quite encouraging that a number of highly important initiatives have been launched by AMCOW itself, in close cooperation with the relevant institutions of our continent and through the firm support of international strategic partners. 

Some of these initiatives include:

· The African Water Facility hosted by the African Development Bank and to which several international partners and Government have made significant financial contributions, now catering for the funding of certain categories of projects. 
· Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative, hosted by The African Development Bank .

·  The United Nation Entities organized as UN Water Africa is also task manager of some of AMCOW Water and Sanitation initiatives such as the Programme on Water for African Cities (of which UN-HABITAT is task manager) and the knowledge product such as the Atlas of Africa Water Resources which UNEP is the task manager
This continued and valuable international solidarity with Africa truly exemplifies the strategic partnership that Africa and its international partners should continue to maintain as we move towards the targets set for the achievement, in 2015 of the Millennium Development Goals. 
The African Heads of State and Government have entrusted AMCOW, working closely with the African Union Commission,  with the responsibility of coordinating ad following up water and sanitation issues, and annually reporting to the Assembly on progress made and/or needed in pursuit on the realization of the Sharm El Sheikh commitments on Water and Sanitation as well as the internationally agreed Millennium Development Goals and targets.
It is our hope that the forthcoming EU/Africa Summit which is to take place on 29th November, 2010 in Tripoli, Libya, will take decisions supportive of further strengthening the ongoing EU support to the implementation of the Sharm El Sheikh Commitments on Water and Sanitation, considering that the proposed Action Plan has three of the 8 partnership pillars including  water in them, these are: Millennium Development Goals, climate change, and infrastructure and energy. 
The recognition of water as a strategic resource that deserves due attention has been increasing over the years and more so during this period when the globe is grappling with challenges of climate change and climate variability. It remains one of the areas being highlighted in global climate change negotiations entering their sixteenth session at the end of this month in Cancun.

We all look forwards to the successful outcomes of both the Third Africa Water Week and the extraordinary Ministerial Session of African Ministers’ Council on Water. The Commission of the African Union remains committed to working with all stakeholders and partners in taking forward the Africa water agenda. To this end, we will also be taking these forward through the AU’s Policy Organs up to the highest level, the Assembly of Heads of State and Government.
It is my belief that strengthening partnerships and working more closely will move the African Agenda on the continent. The challenges remain high as limited progress seems to have been registered especially in the area of sanitation is a worry for all of us.
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Thank you for your kind attention.

3

_1088413578

