STATEMENT BY HIS MAJESTY KING LETSIE III 

AT THE PEACE MARCH AND FLAME OF PEACE LIGHTING CEREMONY MARKING  
THE YEAR OF PEACE AND SECURITY 
IN AFRICA

FRIDAY 19TH  NOVEMBER, 2010

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE PRIME MINISTER AND ‘M’E           MATHATO,

YOUR EXELLENCY CHAIRPERSON OF THE AFRICAN UNION           COMMISSION, 

HONOURABLE PRESIDENT OF SENATE, 

HONOURABLE SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY,
YOUR  LORDSHIP PRESIDENT OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, 

YOUR LORDSHIP THE CHIEF JUSTICE,
HONOURABLE DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER,
HONOURABLE MINISTERS, 

YOUR  LORDSHIPS JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEAL, 

YOUR LORDSHIPS JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURT, 

EXCELLENCIES HEADS OF DIPLOMATIC MISSION AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS,
HONOURABLE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT, 

LEADERS OF POLITICAL PARTIES, 

CHURCH LEADERS, 

DINSTINGUISHED GUESTS,
BO-‘M’E LE BO-NTATE, BAHLANKANA LE BAROETSANA LE LONA           BANA,
We are indeed honoured to have in our midst a special guest and an eminent African personality in the person of His Excellency Dr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the Commission of our continental organization - the African Union. His presence among us today signifies his commitment, and that of the African Union, to the promotion of Peace and Security in Africa.   
Memories of the visit to Lesotho by dignitaries of Dr. Ping’s standing a decade and a half ago, come to our minds.  ThESE dignitarIES wERE none other than Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, and His Excellency Amara Essy, the then Secretaries General of the Organization of African Unity. The visit of Dr Jean Ping to our country therefore is an important beacon in the relationship between Lesotho and our continental organization. We in Lesotho consider the visit as a recognition of our country’s modest and humble contribution to the advancement of Africa’s agenda. 
I also wish to recognize our other guests of honour, the Ambassadors and High Commissioners of the countries with which Lesotho has diplomatic ties, who are resident either in or outside Lesotho. We are happy that your visit to Lesotho, which has now become a pleasant annual event, coincides with this historic “March for Peace” in our country. We appreciate your encouragement, solidarity and partnership in making peace happen.  
Last but not least, allow me to welcome back home our own envoys to friendly countries, whom Government decided to invite to this event  in order to enable them to appreciate, first hand, the  aspirations and desire  of their own people for peace.   I have no doubt in my mind that these envoys will carry the events of today to the capitals of their host countries, so that the world can begin to appreciate that even smaller countries like ours are committed to making a difference in peace-making and peace-building; that peace is not a monopoly of the few, but a common responsibility of all mankind.
Your Excellencies,
 Ladies and Gentlemen,
What brings us here today is our common commitment to deepen the roots of peace in Lesotho and throughout Africa without delay.  We are gathered here to demonstrate our support for the initiative and campaign of the Year of Peace and Security in Africa.  This occasion is a product of the historic Special Session of the Heads of State and Government of the African Union (AU) that was held in Tripoli, Libya, on 31st August, 2009. That rare interaction by the African leaders was dedicated solely to the consideration of   conflict situations on the African Continent, including possible mechanisms of resolving them. 
It was during that meeting that the African Heads of State and Government declared 2010 as the year of Peace and Security on the African Continent.  They went further to renew their commitment to deal, once and for all, with the scourge of conflicts and violence that have come to characterize our continent.  They refused to bequeath the burden of conflicts unto the next generations of Africans. Lesotho is motivated by this serene pledge for peace by our continental leaders and we join them in their noble quest.
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
History informs us that 47 years ago this year, Africa was blessed with the establishment of the Organisation of African Unity, which was transformed into the African Union in 1999. We must acknowledge that since the founding of this Organisation, great achievements have been realised.  Almost forty years of its existence were dedicated, primarily, to the liberation of the African continent from the shackles of colonialism.  Sadly however, and notwithstanding its achievements, the Continent continues to be confronted with the formidable challenge of consolidating Peace, Security and Stability. Indeed, the determined efforts by our member States towards socio-economic recovery and development continue to be severely undermined by the scourge of conflicts on the continent. 
The causes of these conflicts are many and varied.  They range from ethnic and religious extremism, political intolerance, corruption, lack of respect for basic rights and freedoms to unfair distribution of Africa’s resources. 
The Continent also has to contend with the threats posed by transnational organised crime, human trafficking, drug trafficking, climate change and by what has come to be mankind’s greatest   challenge in the 21st century, namely, terrorism.  Furthermore, Africa has recently witnessed the resurgence of unconstitutional changes of government; all these, despite the commitments and undertakings that were clearly spelt out and adopted in the OAU Algiers and Lome Declarations on Military Coups and other unconstitutional changes of Government.
You will all agree that these developments are a regression and undermine the democratisation processes that were set in motion since the beginning of the last decade.  Clearly, these challenges require our collective resolve and determination to find durable and lasting solutions, in partnership with the United Nations Security Council whose universal mandate is to maintain international peace and security. 
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
One African statesman and co-founder of the Organisation of African Unity, Dr. Kwame Nkurumah, had this to say in 1961: 
“the greatest contribution that Africa can make to the peace of the world is to avoid all the dangers inherent in disunity ….. the African race will, in future, emerge as a great power whose greatness is indestructible because it is built not on fear, envy or suspicion but is founded on hope, trust, friendship and is  directed to the good of all mankind”.

Half a century later, that statement remains valid. 

As Africans, we have the potential to achieve peace.  Through our continental Organization, Africa is today united for peace. Peace, security and respect for the human worth and dignity represent key values of the African culture. The absence of one or more of these values has often been either a root cause, or the manifestation of social fragmentation in many parts of Africa. The quest for these values has been, and still is, the essence of struggles for human emancipation.
At the core of every human interaction is the question of peace. The achievement and maintenance of peace in our countries, therefore, requires determination and inexhaustible energy.  We must always accept and support preventive diplomacy.  And we must support solutions that contribute to the socio-economic health of our countries. Conflict effectively shuts off citizens from economic development and traps them in a vicious circle of poverty. There is a saying that “a hungry society is an angry society, and angry people are often driven to destructive activities”. For far too long we have lived in a continent that had the largest number of armed conflicts of any region in the world.  The time has come for us to draw the line below that era and to stem the tide of thousands of Africans who are often seen on our television screens, walking away from THEIR HOMES IN war-torn areas, and heading to uncertain futures. 
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Coming closer home, we have to acknowledge that Lesotho has not remained untouched by the issues of Peace and Stability.   King Moshoeshoe I, founder of the Basotho Nation, bequeathed to the People of Lesotho his strong belief in the value of peace.  It is because of his strong belief in peace that remnants of other nations, and fugitives from war, found refuge in this Kingdom and were molded together into today’s nation, the Basotho.

It is known to one and all, that in order to underscore his philosophy about peace, King Moshoeshoe I coined the adage that “peace is MY sister.” Even today the word “Peace” is the motto of Basotho people when we greet one another or foreigners.

But this peace on which our nation was founded and which we so much value and aspire for, has eluded us now for decades.
Our country has been independent for more than forty years now.  But for the last four decades, our nation has not known sustainable peace and stability.  Peace and stability, if they were experienced at all, came only in false starts and stops.  They have been more of an exception than a norm.   We run the risk of failing to hand over our country to the next generation in a state of peace and stability in which we received it from our fore-bearers.   How shall we be judged by History?

For the past four decades we have leapt from one disputed general election to the other, hoping for peace and national cohesion, but instead we have continued to wallow in instability, poverty and deprivation.
In 1998, following the general elections, Lesotho traversed a very rough patch of political upheavals which led to the loss of innocent lives and destruction of property.   As if this was not enough, in 2007, again after the general elections, Lesotho went through yet another episode of instability which led to the country being permanently on the SADC agenda of countries with political and security challenges.  

Our actions have caused us to suffer humiliating military and political interventions by other nations.  In our sub-region, our country is often referred to as one of the few remaining challenges to the prevailing regional peace and stability.  

We know the route to peace and stability, and yet it is as if we do not wish to follow that route!  Today, we stand on the threshold of the next general elections in 2012. I wish to invite  you all, my countrymen and women, to seriously reflect on the ramifications of this unfortunate trend on us as a nation, and to commit ourselves to setting reasonable parameters within which in future we  can interact peacefully in the governance of our beloved country. 

Today we have the opportunity to say enough is enough!  From now on, let peace be the overriding value in all our political and social interactions.
In doing so, let us all draw inspiration from the overarching message for the year of peace and security in Africa which is ‘make peace happen’.  I am confident that peace is possible in Lesotho.  I am confident that peace is possible in Africa. Together we can make a difference by contributing to the campaign of ‘make peace happen’ in our families, our communities and our countries.
Excellencies, 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Let me conclude this part of my remarks by saying the following:-
Conflicts erode the credibility of a country in the eyes of others.  They further deprive countries of their due potential towards economic development.   I wish therefore, to remind all of us that Lesotho as a member of the United Nations Organization, shares with other countries the responsibility to promote global peace and security.  It is our duty therefore, as a nation, to be at peace with ourselves and indeed to live in peace and harmony with our neighbours.  ‘Let us make peace happen’. 
Basotho ba heso, 
Maapara kobo a matle, 
Sechaba sa Thesele, 
Ka boikokobetso ke ea le lumelisa letsatsing la kajeno.   Ke lakatsa ho nka monyetla ona ho le thoholetsa ha ele mona le  tlile ka bongata bona boo le tlileng ka bona ho tla inoesa ka nkho mohoantong ona oa   Khotso le Tšireletso linaheng tsa Afrika.  Hona ke sesupo sa tšehetso ea lona morerong oa  ho tebisa metso ea khotso, eseng feela mona naheng ea rona ea Lesotho, empa le  linaheng tsohle hloahloeng ena ea Afrika.  Mosotho o re “matlo ho cha mabapi”,  e leng hore ha e ba khotso e le sieo linaheng tsa boahelani, ho ke ke ha e ba bonolo hore  le rona re be le khotso naheng ea rona. 

Joaloka ha le se le utloile, litšebeletso tsa letsatsi lena, li latela qeto e neng e etsoe ke Lihlooho tsa Linaha le Mebuso tsa Afrika, ea ho phatlalatsa selemo sena sa 2010 e le selemo sa Khotso le Botsitso linaheng tsohle tsa Afrika.  Ele ho tšehetsa morero ona o motle, linaha ka ho fapana,  li ikhethetse ho etsa mesebetsi le lipontšo tse fapaneng ka sepheo  sa  ho  bontša tšehetso ea tsona morerong oa ho thopothetsa khotso. sehlohlolo sa Mesebetsi  ena eohle, se  ile sa eba ka la 21 September, 2010 eleng letsatsi leo ka mehla le tšoahiloeng ele letsatsi la khotso lefatše ka bophara, ho latela qeto ea machaba a kopaneng.   mona Lesotho, re khethile letsatsi lena la kajeno e le lona leo re ka bontšang tšeetso ea rona morerong ona oa khotso. 
Ka nako e telele, ho bonahetse hore lintoa le thlokahalo ea botsitso, ke tsona tse bakang bofuma ‘me tse khinang tsoelopele le kholo ea moruo linaheng tsa Afrika.  Ho tloha  lilemong tsa bo 1990, baetapele ba linaha tsa Afrika ba ile ba ikitlaetsa ka matla ho matlafatsa puso ea sechaba ka sechaba le ho fokotsa lintoa linaheng tsa bona.  Maemo ana a lintoa le litoantŠano ho bonahala a ntse a fela, ha e se feela linaheng tse seng kae moo mofetše ona o ntseng o  jele setsi. 
Bo ‘Ntate le bo ‘M’e,
Rona re le sechaba sa Basotho, khotso re e antse ho Mothehi oa sechaba sa rona, Morena Moshoeshoe I.  Re sechaba seo, ho tloha mehleng ea pele, re tsebahetseng ka ho rata le ho boulela khotso.   Empa morao-rao tjena tšobotsi eo e ntle, e ea re nyamella re le sechaba.   

E se e le lilemo tse ‘maloa  naha ea rona e khasa ka hara tlhokahalo ea botsitso le khotso, e bakoang haholo-holo ke mefere-fere e bang teng ka mora likhetho mona Lesotho.  Khubu ea mefere-fere ena ke thlokahalo ea mamellano lipolotiking. Taba ena ho bonahala e re keneletse, le ha e le mpe ha kaalo.

Tšobotsi ena eo re iphileng eona, e thunthelitse ha bohloko seriti sa naha ea Lesotho machabeng.  Re se re balelloa har’a linaha tse hlokang khotso le botsitso.   Ka holimo ho mona, ‘me ka bomalimabe, kholo ea moruo oa Lesotho e khinehile ha bohloko ka lebaka la seriti sena seo re iphileng sona se sebe.   Bo-ramatsete ba se ba inahana ka thata ha ba lokela ho tla theha likhoebo tsa bona naheng ea rona.  Ba se ba hloka  tšepo ea hore likhoebo tsa bona, esita le maphelo, li tla tšireletseha.  Naha  ea Lesotho ke naha e ntle haholo eo, ka nepo, e lokelang ho hola moruong ka bohahlauli.  Empa, ha khotso, tšireletso le botsitso li le sieo, ha ho ka moo re ka fihlelang kholiso ea moruo ka teng, kaha khotso le botsitso ke litšia tsa ntlafatso le  tsoelopele. 
Sechaba sa heso,
Letsatsing lena leo ka lona re phuthehileng  ho tla  tšehetsa merero ea selemo sa Khotso le Botsitso Afrika, ke le mema bohle sechaba sa heso, ka moka,  ka bo mong le ka bongata, ho etsa boitlhathlobo bo tebileng ka litaba tsa Khotso le Botsitso naheng ea rona. Ke le kopa ho etsa boitlamo bo bocha ba hore, re le sechaba, re tla boulela le ho sebeletsa khotso ea Lesotho le Basotho.  Khotso eona eo Mothehi oa sechaba sena sa Basotho, Morena Moshoeshoe I, a neng a e bitsa khaitseli ea hae. 
re lokela ho bo etsa Boitlamo bona re ntse re  hopola hore re le naha, re na le boikarabello litabeng tsa poloko ea khotso ea lefatše.  Lesotho e bile e ’ngoe ea linaha  tsa pele tse leshome le metso e mehlano (15) tse ileng tsa khetheloa  ho ba lekhotleng  la Poloko ea Khotso le Botsitso la  Mokhatlo oa  Kopano ea Linaha tsa Afrika  (Peace and Security Council of the African Union) mane Addis Ababa naheng ea Ethiopia ka 2002.  Naha ea rona ea Lesotho e boetse ea phetha boikarabello ba eona litabeng tsa khotso ea Afrika ka ho romela Mapolesa le Masole a eona ho a e hlanaka  mosebetsing oa  poloko ea khotso mane Darfur, naheng ea Sudan. 
Boikarabello bona boo re bo nkileng re le naha, ba ho tlatsetsa litabeng tsa poloko ea  khotso le botsitso linaheng tse ling, bo lokela ho bonahala le hona hae mona ha re sebetsa litaba tsa rona tsa puso. 
Nakong ea likhoeli tse seng kae, naha ea rona e tla be e kena mosebetsing o moholo oa likhetho tse akaretsang tsa 2012.  Ke le mema  ke hona ho imamella ka tieo le ka nnete ho kena likhethong tseo tse tlang ka boikitlaetso ba ho  sireletsa khotso le botsitso, esita le  ho boulella seriti sa naha, seo ke seng ke supile hore se amehile ha mpe ke mefere-fere ea  lilemo tse  fetileng.

Boipiletso bona ba ka, ke boetse ke  bo tobisa hape le ho litho tsa malapa, hore ba nke monyetla ona ho ikitlaelletsa bocha  ho phela ka khotso le balekane ba bona, e le hore le bana ba bona ba tle ba une molemo oa khotso le botsitso maphelong a bona. 

bo-‘m’e le bo-ntate, Letsatsi lena la khotso le tšireletso linaheng tsa Afrika, ha eke e-be seliba seo ho sona ho tla kolla khotso le botsitso naheng ea rona ea Lesotho.  Etsoe bokamoso ba Lesotho bo liatleng tsa rona Basotho.
KHOTSO!  PULA!!  NALA!!!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
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